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HONOVRABLE 
SIR IvLivs CA. 
s ax Knight, Chancellor 
of his Maieflics Exchequer, 
and of his Maicflics 


moſt honourable 
Priuie Coun 


ſaile, 


Right Honorable ;> 
Am bolde 


to preſent 
vnto you, 
and vnder 
your Ho- 
nourable countenance , 
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The Epi#tle 
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ſtheſe vntimely and green 


fruits of my idle interims, 
which I gained in (and 
without defrauding of) 
his Maieſties ſeruice, 
wherein I haue been em- 
ployed : fearing yet leſt 
my forwardnellc in at. 
tempting, and eſpecially 
in publithing a matter ſo 
farre aboue the courſe of 
my ordinaric calling, 
ſhould deſeruedly pur- 
chaſe vnto my ſelſe con- 
digne reproofe. For that 


it may be right well obic- | 


Red, That it had better 
befitted mee to haue re- 
rained my ſelfe within 
the liſts of, and to haue 

(with 


| 


Dedicatorie . 


(with more diligence) 
imploied myſelf vnto, the 
purport of my ordinarie 
Commiſſion. And ſo l 
doe acknowledge, had 1 
beene negligent in per- 


forming thelaſt. And | 


acknowledge it commen- 
dable,and a ſufficient dil: 
charge foramanof what. 
ſocuer profe ſſion, ſincere. 
ly to performe the ſame, 
without thruſting his ſic- 
kle into another mans 
harueſt But no man is 


two-fold calling in euerie 
Chriſtian ; a corporal and 
a ſpirituall and they dit- 
fer in them ſelues as dark- 


A 4 neſle 


LO ER 


ignorant that there is al 
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Thee 


veſſe & light: the effects 


ofthe firſt are viſible, gf 
the ſecond 1 bidder , a5 
touching the internal and. | 
mentall working ; the 
outward actions comon 
to both. But our Sau- 
our faith, Man liueth not 
by bread, that is, by cor 
parall meanes onely, but 
by a kind of ſpirituall no 
riſhment. For the life 
that dependeth vpon the 
creatures, is alike commõ 
to men and beaſts: The 
ſpirituall life onely pro- 
per to the ehildren of 
God; who yet partake of 
the corporalt bread in no 
other outward- manner 
the 


— 
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then doe they that know 
| not God.Chri# had meat 
tocate that his Diſciples 
knew not of; ſo haue 4 ) 
Gods children a nouriſh- 
ment that carhal® men. 
know not of, and ſome o- 
ther labors and endeuors 
wherof the world taketh 
little or no knowledge. 
The outward myſterie, 
function, or calling, doth 
| neither diſcouer, nor can 
they hinder this heauen- 
ly food, be their calling 
neuer ſo ſuper-· eminent: 
neither pleaſure, nor pro- 
fite, nor wearineſſe ofbo | - 
die em hier or preuent / 
the holy meditations off 
As awell. 
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The Epiille 


well affected ſpirit. Car- 
nall men feed onely vpon |- 
the ſeeming good they en- 
ioy in this life: Pleaſure 
and Proſit; al their ende- 
uours tend to theſe, or to 
one of them. T hey know 
no better, and therefore 
ſeck theſe as beſt &prin- 
cipall: for, Vnicuiſj viro, 
bono, & milo in ſerta eſt 
quædã cupidit as boni. And 
what euery man affect. 
eth moſt is his ſummum 
bonum. But they onely 
are happy, of what ranke 
ſoeuer, who haue learned 
to obſerue, and do truely 
follow the counſaile of 
the Apoſtle, Not to re. 


poſe 
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Poſe too much confidence in 
worldly meanes: for. Bodily 
exerciſe (which includeth 
all carnall appetite) profi. 
teth little , but Godlineſſe is 
profitable to all things, ha. 
uing the promiſe of this 
life ; and of that which is to 
come. Godlineſſe conſiſt- 
eth of ſpirituall exerciſe, 
not altogether in out- 
ward labour: though the 
ſecond bee ſanctiſied by 
the firſt; and without the 
firſt there is no ble ſſing 
promiſed to the ſecond 

No vocation, function, 
office, place, exerciſe, or 
endeuour in Church or 
Common-weale can ttuelv 


proſ- [ 
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glorie, and conti 


pro ſper in the ore 
nall man: Its 8 
may ſeeme to ith 


e a 
while in ſeeming grace, it 
neuer endeth but with 
griefe. The cõſideration 
whereof moued mee toa 
more ſerious meditation, 


. much it concerned 


my fees 
to germix with y 
por}, ſome Tpiritual 
erciſe. At length me 
meditation brake intg 
ctual inuocation on G 
to ſanctifie my labors, to 
moderate my deſiresof 
carnall things, to order 


| 


nad other men 


my will, to ſeaſon mine 


affecti- 
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affections, and to bleſſe 
mine endeuors: & to this 
end I was bolde to bor. 
row ſome oportunities of 
my other employments; 

hich I recompenced 
with the more ſerious di 
Nigence , when occaſion 
required my retire vnto 
mine enioyned ſervices. 
And hauing thus rudely 
heaped together ſtubble 
and ſtraw for the building 
vp of mine owne medita- 
tiõs, touching the ſweet- 
neſſe & neceſſitie of prai- 
er, for mine one priuat 
comfort: Iimparted the 
ſame to ſome of my lear 

ned and religious friends, 
g by 


t 
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by whom ] was encoura- 


ged to recommend it to 
the publique z which J 
haue done vnderthe title 
of A Load-ſtarre to ſpiri- 
tualllife, importing an ef- 
fectuall motiue to praier, 
and aduentured it vnder 
your Honourable fauour 
to the view of all that 
loue that ſpirituall exer- 
ciſe, humbly entreating 
pardon for my boldnes; 
which if I obtaine, l hold 
me richly rewarded. At 
my houſe at Hendon this 
24.0t [une 16 1. 


At your Honours 
command cuer, 


10. NORDEN. 


* 


man loueth, it inclineth the 
Ws to heare ,. the cye to be- g 
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TO THE CHRE 
ſlian Reader. | 


F thou conſ- 
FE der ( good 
505 > Reader )the 
F worth and 
| in eſtimable 
value of the grace to praye 
truly and faithfully to God: 
thou canſt not but embrace 
the meaneſt worke of the 
weakeſt in Gods Church, 
tending to moue thee there- 
unto: for ſuch is the force of 
Affe cbion, that what oeuer 2 


hold, 


—_— 


To the Reader. 


hold, the hand to handle, the 
mind to conſider, and the will 
to embrace; yea, euery ſmall | 
appearance & reſemblance 
of the thing it sffeReth, 
When thou therefore look- 
eſt vpon the Title of this 
weake Treatiſe , and findeſt 
it to tend to a CMotine to 
holy prayer, thou canſt not 
calt it by if thou bee ttue- 
ly affected to that moſt di- 
uine exerciſe, but couet to 
looke farther into the body 
of the matter for thy better 


ſatisfaction and conſolation, 
how weake ſoeuer thou find 
it, I haue entitled it A Load- 
ſtarre to ſpiritual life becauſe 
no act or exerciſe of rhe 
minde can more effe ctually 
leade the ſoule to a fpirituall 
communication with God, 


the higheſt grace and glory 


that 


| 


To the Reader. a 


that men can enioy in 


* 


liſe, then faithfull prayer. Let 2 
ſligrherefore no opportuni- 


ties wherein thou mayeſt 


te,the time cuer,the "i 


"fic great, At thy leaſure 


ruſe, endeuour to practiſe, 
and neuer omit ſo heauenly 


in the Lord. 


Thbine in Gre b 


good will, 


| an exerciſe. Fare thou well 
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ray the occaſions are infi. | 
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THE SVMME OF 
THIS WHOLE 
Treatiſe is contained 
in the Chapters 
following, 


Chap. I. 


| 3 neglecł of prayer con- 
demued: the ſweetneſſe of 


prayer : prayer 14 an un- 
kncwne language vnprofi- 
table:a compariſon between 
cordiall , and bare verball 
rayer. 

ths Chap. II. 

To vſe man wordes in prayer 
w.thout N feeling 17 
vaine. To preſſe iuto Gods 


| pre- 


The Contents, 


preſence without premedi 
tation, is arrogancie, A de- 
funition of prayer. 

Chap, III. 
How wee ought to approach 


| depend on God, not on car- 
nall meanes, though ſome 
depend more on the la 
then on the firſt. 

Chap, 1V. 

The faithfull mans God is the 
only lining God , and in 
him ts his chnefe goed : the 
carnall men haue manic 
gods: the ends of both, 

Chap. V. 
The world is inconſtant: the 

; difference betweene di- 
nine and carnall wiſdeme, 
betweene the ſeeming dre 

nation of the religious 
rich, aud the religious poore 
mam. 


before God in prayer: to 


1 


* 


Chap. 


The Contents. 


Chap. VI. 

The foroe of liuely faith : and 
how hard a thing it is, truly 
to apprebend the myſterie of 


("rift : and — we 
rically to diſcourſe there- 


Chap. VII. 


Natural Fathers, cannot he- 
get children good or exill of 
their 8 wils But they 
that are begotten a new | 
God, are ood and like 
vnto God, * whom the 
vnre generate, howſoexer 
ſeemmmg holy are hipocrites, 

Chap. VIII. 

Carnall wiſedome hath not 
cheife place of connſell, in 
the regenerate man : 

on God, and — 
the meanes in any ener- 


Tag Chap. 


" * 


| TheContents, | 
Chap. 1 X. | 

It 4 dangerous thing 40 pray | 
vnto Cod unprepared : but 
moſt ſafe and /weet v pon di- 
wine premeditation ariſing | | 

of grace not of nature. 
Cheap. . 

White al our tranſgreſſions do | þ 
proceed,and the reaſon why 

| we cannot pray aright: and 
the meanes tareforme it. | | 


Chap. XI. 


The neglet of the communica. 
ting with God in Prayer, is 
the cauſe that many runne 
headlong to their owne ru- 
ine, 2 what they need 
in a wrong courſe, not fee. 
ling their owne ſpirituall| !( 

| wants, 


Chap. XII. 
Murtherows hearts, hamines : [ 


Wi | 4 
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T be Contents 
der the habit of outward | 
humbleneſſe, 

Chap, XIII. 

Emery faithfull Chriſtian fin- 
deth comfort in prayer, the 
neglett whereof admits ma- 
me exils, 

Chap. XIIII. 

The moſt happieſt men in the 

World are they that mo#t 

often communicate with 

God in Prayer : and 'not 

the moſt glorious worldly 

man; whoſe miſerie is to 

come: and what con/olation 

remaineth for the godly, 
Cheap, XV. 

True contentment not gotten by 

nat re but by grace, which 

prayer the only 
meane to obtaine all good, 
Chap. XVI. 
ing wiſedome it ſelfe, 


od bein 
| knoweth how to drale with 


Vs 


— n 


— — — = . | 


les tt. 


vs for our beſt adua ntage 
and his owne glorie , which 
ahone all thinges wee mui 
reſpect in all our prayers, 
Chap. XVII. 
Three principall motiuet to 
irre vp men to pray: her- 
of the chiefeſt is neceſſitse, | 
Chen, XYTIL...* 
The force of faith what it u, 
and the effects of it: & how 
dangerous 4 thing it 1 te 


faint. a 
Chap. XIX. 

Some among preuaile b 
their Zabel prayers for 
the reſt. And how God tur. 
neth the prayers of his to 
the | though hee grant | * 
wot what th Hefire : And 
how fooliſi 7, Carnall men 
reaſon againſt '« DY OM be, 
dence, - oy! 8 a 


Chap. 


_— 


Py” TheContenes. 


Chap. XX. 

The naturall man miſconces- 
weth of true happineſſe , 
whereby hee runneth into 
manie abſurdities by the 
ſuggeſtion of Sathan. 

Chap, XXI. 

Englandsmanie bleſſings and 
delineries , are not ſo duly 
conſidered nor ſo thank fully 
imbraced as they oug hit, be- 
ing too mach aſcribed to 
humane and carnal meanes 
which breedeth ingratitude 
and ſecuritie, 

Chap, XXII. 

The Charch of Chriſt mili. 
tant and Sathans Church 
malignant, ſcelę the ouer- 
throw one of the other, but 
by contrarie meanes. And 
that all Chriſtians are to 


the defence of the 
4 — which it ic to 


4 bee 


The Contents. 
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bee feared it may ſuffer vio- 
lence. 
Chap. XXIII. 

The death of the late Prince 
6 not lightly to be forgotten. 
Nor aur generall praters 
for his Mateſtie & Ro yall 
ue, to be negletted, pub- 
likely and in prinate. Fer 
praier auaileth much being 

feruent. 
Chap. XXIV. 

Deustion lately hote is new be- 

cem more cola: which ma Ji 
preſage ſome conſequent 
danger, But the pratliſeo 
the word and prayer , pre- 
waileth with God. The ne g- 
lett whereof makzeth men 
ſenſeleſſe of ſinne. 

Chap. XXV. 

Beaſts foreſceing , flie danger 
more then ſame reaſonable 
men, beſotted with ſecurit e 

nl 


20 


| he Contents. 
aud the pleaſures of this 


life, 
Chap. XXVI. 

If Gods word cannot awake vs, 
he will ſend hirrod to corrett 
vs, and nothing can appeaſe 
hint, but our humiliation 
and prayer, and net the 
glorie of our vaine glorious 
pride. 

Chap. XX'V 11. 

The brunging in of true religion 
was of great difficultie, ef - 
fected by Gd, H his inſtru- 
ments. Wee muſt bee vari- 
leſt wee neglett it, and ſo 
looſe it agame, 

Chap. XXV III. 

God loweth vs not more then 
the Turkes and Pagans , if 
wee liue like Turkes and 
Pagans, Our manifold 
Idoll-Geds. The Carnall 


y mans Sephiſtirie, The leng 
1 w/e 


4 Li. Ale. 
* 


The Contents. 


vs much weary of the word 

Nothing can preuent dan 

ger but repentace c praier. 
Chap, XXIX, 

Ni ought to pray aſwell for our 

neighbors as for our ſelues: 


publique and private. Me- 
ditation inkindleth prayer, 
Chap XXX, 
How ,when, and where priuate 
prayers are to be made. An 
| erronious conceit of pri. 
wate prayer, What ſweet- 
neſſe prinate prayer brings 
to the ſoule. 
Chap. XXXI. 
The helpes and binderances of 
par how Sathan ſtriuct h 
to hinder prayer. For no- 
thing woundeth him as 
feithfull prayer in the name | 
of Chriſt, Wee maſt bee 


| 


| 


oe of the word hath made 


the wſe of prayer is twoſeld, ) . 


watch - 


tl 


—— — 


. 
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The Contents. 
watchfwull and flrengio re- 


it him, 


Chap. X XXII. 


The preſence of God him ſelſfe 
i promiſed in publike pras- 
er: how he is preſent which 
the carnall man appreben. 
deth not : the diſcontins- 
ance of prayer , publique or 


prinat dangerous, 
Chap, XXXIII. 


Priuat prayer in ſom reſpelt. 
at [owns times more com- 
fort able to a primate man 
then publique. The reg lelt 
of publique praier in priuat 
families condemned : for 
where God is not, there Sa- 
than is ſer ned. 

Chap, XX XII1T. 
| The true wvſe of the Lord: 


1 Prayer, 


— 


The Contents, 
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Prayer, about which friuo- 
lous queſtions haue riſen, It 
i the rule of all other pray- 
eri, and exerypetition ful of 
high matter of inſtructi- 


9. 


Chap. XXXV. 


T he ſumme of the lords prayer 
briefly explained, 


Chap. XXXVI. 


Prater much increaſeth diu ine 
knowledge, whereby men of 
wean carnall learning 

exceede many literate Do- 

(tors, 


Chap. XXXVII. 


Although no man by nature 
1 hn w . 
'S 
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| The Contents 


knowledge of it. 


knoweth how to pray. none is 
\ to deſpaire : for the werd 
heard, and prayer v/ed,tea- 
chethit, andmcreaſeth the 


| 


WE: 


A 
L O A D- 
STAR TO 


SPIRITYAL 
LIFE, 


Cab. 1. 

The neglect of prayer, Prayer 
in an vnknewen lang » 
Praier witbeatcor a 45 

wotion condemned with a | © 
compariſc empariſon between Pirus- 


al and bare verbal pr.ꝶer. 
es = neg- 


. — 
vader the Sun, 
none is more to be con- 


_ then the liitle re- 


B — 


A Load-ftarre 


ge men haue in, diuine 
rayer: And yet an excer- 
ciſe of that comfort to the 
conſcience, and ſo profita- 
ble to ſoule and body, as it 
paſſeth in ſweetneſſe all o- 
ther exerciſes , pleaſures 
and delighrs of the minde, 
as farre as Gold excelleth 
durt, and the moſt valuable 
pretious Tewel the dung of 
the field; The Sunne excel- 
leth not in brightneſſe the 
blackeſt and darkeſt night, 
as doth true, faithfull, and 
cordial praier, truly perfor- 
med, exceed the beſt con- 
tentments, that proceede 
from earthly and carnal de- 


_ „and the ſmall de. 
P 


lights Faithfull er, | 


trulyperformed,is al thing: 
to the faithfully- praying. 
It ĩs the ſweeteſt and moſt 


valua- 


FP 
— — AC 


— 


— 


to ſpirituall life. 


— 


valuable lewell that the 
moſt godly heart can poſ- 
ſeſſe. It worketh aſſurance 
to obtain euery good thing 
and to preuent euery euill. 
le . peace to the con- 
ſcience, and vndergoech all 
croſſes with ſweeteſt ala- 
crity . It is as a preuayling 
watch -· man, that doth not 
onely diſcouer, but preuen- 
teth, or cauſeth a man pati- 
ently to vndergoe all affli- 
ctions incident tothe faith» 
full man, And yet an exer» 
ciſe as farre ynknowen to 
many, euen to ſuch as pre. 
tend to be yery deuour, as 
is one mans thoughe yn- 
knowen to another , Many 
boaſt of their quotidian ler] 
deuotions, as the Phariſie 
did, and yet pray neither in 


by: ſpiric, nor with ynder- 


as 


B 2 ſtand- 


— 


| 


Needle 
— 


— 


1. Cor. 14. 
19. 
? rayerim an 
Twhnowne 
tongue, not 
ney net 4- 
wayl-able 
bat ſin full. 
Mat. 6. 7. 


eſe. 
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ſtanding : but of a kinde of 
prepenſed cuſtome , vſing 
onely the Lords Prayer, the 
Beliefe, and the Salutat ion 
of the bleſſed Virgm, and o- 
therſer prayers, in an vn- 
knowen language, with ſo 
many —— iterati- 
ons and needleſſe repetiti- 
ons, a8 the heart ( buſied 
with retayning the number 
of the prayers ) ſeldome or 
neuer apprehendeth what 
the mouth vttereth neither 
truly vaderſtand they what 
they ſpeake, praying in a 
language they know not: 
And ſo turne theur deuoti- 
ons into ſinne, being made 
withoutvndet: ſtanding. and 
conſequently, not of faith. 
Moreouer they vſe in their 
prayers, a kind of humble- 

e,which God tequiteth 


not. 


·0ͤ 3 


— 


2 


not, ſuperſtitioſly pretend - 
ing, the auoyding of pre- 
ſumption, in going imme. 
diately to God : and there- 
fore they came to God in 
the name of ſtrange media- 
tours; namely tothe bleſ- 
ſed Virgin, to Angels, and | 
to Saints departed, prying 
them by their merits to in- 
tetcede for them to Chriſt 
that he may pray to his fa- 
ther for them, What aneed- | 
leſſe circumſtance is this? 
' Hath not Chrift oui Savior 
louingly willed vs to come 
| immediatly and freely to 
him, who is the ſole and 
onely mediatour vnto God 
our heauenly Father for all, 
that faithfully and immedi. | 
atly come vnto him? There 
is none, in and by whom we 
can be ſaued , teleiued or 
| B 3 defen. 


pm , 0 


— — 


that we thinke, He will not 


defended, bur in and by the 
man hriſt Ieſus. He wil- 
leth vs not to vſe that kind 
of humbleneſſe, which 
ſhould imply pride or any 
breach of promiſe in him- 
ſelfe : as it followes if wee 
think it too much preſump- 
tion to come immediat y to 
him, but firſt ro goe and 
to pray vnto his bleſſed 
Mother Angel or Saints, as 
if he himſelt were of the c6- 
ceit and humour of carthly 
Princes. It is far from him: 
his children - may freel 

come to him: he diſdaynet 
them not for their —— 
and therefore deſiteth not 
to bee ſued vnto by mote 
glorious perſons, whom 
they pretend he loueth ber. 
ter. But this doth argue 


A Load-ſtarre | ; 


be 


— 
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to ſpiritual life. 


bee as good as his wrod 
where he faies: { ome vnte 
me all yee that are heauy la- 
den and 1 will refreſh you? 
Which is to make God a 
er- and Chriſt to haue di. 
ed in vaine. Hee faith not 
come to me by the meanes 
of my bleſſed Mother, holy 
Saints or Angels. And ther- 
fore this is but a forged 
humbleneſſe and a falſelie 
coyned meane to come to 
Chriſt: but faith onely is the 
meane to aſſure vs, that hee 
is our onely Aduocate to 
the father, to whom wee 
come by Chriſt only and a- 
lone. That praier, that men 
make to God, in the name 
of any beſides Chriſt, is not 
only no prayer, but a meere 
derogation ofthe principal 
part of his office, of being 
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Teale with- 


out khnow- 
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our only Mediatour, More- 
ouer to goe to any beſides 
Chriſt, argueth adoubt that 
either he cannot, or wil not 
be as good as his promiſe, 
where he ſaith, Mhatſocuer 
ye ache my father in my name 
ſhall be ginen you, Theſe 
kinds of prayers are groun- 
ded vpon a zcale without 
knowledge, and conſe» 

uently without faith, and 
6 become finne vnto them 
that thus ſuperſtitiouſly 
pray. And I can not but 
confeſſe alſo, that the moſt 
religious praiers that god- 
ict men haue made; nay, 
the raier, that Chriſt 
himſelfe hathtaught vs, al- 
though moſt hard init ſelfe; 
may become vnproficable 
vnto them by proceeding 
from an — vn- 


feeling , or vnreformed 
heart 


— — — wh . ow 
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heart, or proceeding onely 
from the lippes, paſſing 
from the mouth- imo the 
Ayre , and vaniſhing with 
the ſoud, Such —— 223 
they proceede from vnbe- 
leeuing hearts,arc like vnto 
Cans offering ; howſocuer 
fool:ſhly accounted deuo- 
tion: theſe are but the ſacri- 
tices of fooles ; who Would 
be ſeene to offer aceepra- | 
ble incenſce : and betold/! 
hypocrifie ! they would 
ſeemetog'orifie God; and 
behold blaſphemy! 

Tiere is a kinde of pray- 
er which Cod requireth 
and accepteth : andis one- | 
ly proper to the truly god- 
lies And that is made fom: 
times in words, ſometimes | 
dy ſighes, and groanes; | 


* 


which cannot be expreſſed 


B 5 and 


9 


7 he prayer 
h God 
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— 
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and ſometimes in ſilence 
without vttering any ſound 
yet all very auailable with 
God,who ſeeing and ſerch- 
ing the heart knoweth what 
we ' inwardly deſire , and 
ſeeth — haue need. 
And theſe ſectet and ſilent 
prayers, ——— from a 
faithfull heart, are far more 
effectuall, then the verball 
prajers which the vnbelee- 
uer may vie, with the like 
words, as the godly do and 
to the ſame ſeeming ends, 
And yet the ſame prayer is 
not to them both the ſelſe 
ſame praier :the one having 
but the ſhadow, the other 
the ſubſtance: the one pray. 
ing but with the lippes, the 
heart eſtranged; the other 
with the ſpirit, and vnder- 
ſtanding. Therefore is the 


_- 


one, | 


a 


- —— — 
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f one of no force, and the o- 
¶ictcher truly effectuall. Theſe 
two kindes of prayers, may 
| bereſembled vnto two pie- | 
ces of Ordnance :whereof 
the one is charged with 
powder onely ; Theother | 
with powder and a bullet ; 
Eyther of them takes fire a 
like:andthat which hathno 
bullet, giues as great an out- 
ward, and audible report, 
as the other; But the firſt 
| batters not, as doth the ſe. 
cond, although they ſeeme 
to ayme both at one mark, 
So hee that hath not vnder- 

Randing and faith , ma 
haue the like fire of neceſſs 
ö ty, to enkindle the powder 
lo olſdeſire, butcan neuer perſe 
the cloudes, the throne of 
» | * [| grace, with the bullet of * 

? lively faith : though the » i 
0 * tongue 

923320 . 
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| ons as the other: yer the o- 


fully to worke the intended 


FJ E that duly, and with 


1 the force and 


tongue thunder out as loud 
and clamorous acclamati- 


ther carries. with it both 
powder and bullet, both 
voice of the tongue, and de- 
uotion of the heart, power- 


effect with God. And the 
force of the other petiſneth 
with the ſound. 


E 
- 


Crap, II. 

It uvainc to vſe many words 
m Prayer without fprritw- 
all feeling, and great arro- 
gay to prefſemte the pre- 
ſence of God without pre- 
meditation, with a dt fin- 
tron of prayer. 


true ynder-ftanding, 


effect 


— — 


— 


V 


8 our geftures ; and how 
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and how vaine and vnprofi- 
table it is, to powre forth a 
multitude of words, wich- 
out ſpirituall feeling of his 
owne neceſſities ; As the 
cauſes mouin ou to pray, 
the matter wherefore hee 
ptaieth, theparties tow hom 
and in whom hee prayeth, 
ind with what zeale and af- 


conſidetation of theſe hee 
may feare to preſſe into 
Gods preſence, preſuming 
without premeditation, de- 
iberation & holy prepara. 
tion, to approch the maie. 
ty of God. Wee ſhame 


to approch a King or great 
2 — rec oun- 
ting before hand how to 


behaue out felues,as rouch- 


ro 


Fe of faithful prayer, 


f-Rion he praieth without: 


— ._ ma 
— 
— 


— 


„— 


A Load-ſtarre 

to place our ſpeech to be 
ſcene formall in all the cir- 
cumſtances of our behaui- 
our, fearing leaſt we ſhould 
be obſerued vnciuill, raſh, 
or defectiue in our cariage. 
How dare wee then thruſt 
our ſelues abruptly into the 
preſence ofthe King of kings 
without diuine preparati- 
on*Our words and geſtures 
muſt be agreeable to a holy 
and Rusche — 
hearts muſt be humble, o- 
therwiſe wee cannot come 
as petitioners, but rather as 
inſolent and proud yſurpers 
although our words ſeeme 
neuer 75 milde. For if the 
heartfrom whence outzht to 
proceed out requeſts, be not 
truely humbled, and rightly 
qualified; God will neuer 

haue teſpect vnto our pray- 


ers, 9 


— 


g 
j 
| 


| 
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ers, And therefore if wee 
duly conlider ; That, Prayer 
is an bumble requeſt made 
vnto Cod, im Chriſt, with the 
linely and feeling affettion of 
the heart, faithfully beleewin 
to recciue what we religion 
deſire: we cannot but blu 
to come vnto God as the 
Phariſie did,arrogating vn- 

to our ſelues ſuch perfection 
- | as if God were rather be- 

' holden to vs fox our faſting, 
| tything,almes, and prayer, 
| then that wee needed to 
' bow our hearts in humble- 
| neſſe before his maieſty cra- 
uing pard6for our fin: when 
ve pray therefore, we muſt 
leaue behind vs all preſump- 
| tion and conceit of ſelf-me. 

rit: And inal humility as ke. 
belecuing to receive: other · 
wiſe our praier wll become 


vnprofi- 


ö 


EA 


—_—_ 


_— — 
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fere God in praier, depen. 


vnprofitable in not obtay» 
— , and ſinfull in not be- 
leeving. And — — 
Prophet Eſay, fore warnet 
Vs — Cords that wee 
come not neere vnto God 
with our lippes, namely to 
vic many and good words, 
and yet our hearts, wherein 
conſiſteth the force or frail. 
9 of fai. h and prayer, be fax 
tom him. 


Crap. III. 
How we ought to approch be- 


ding on God: promiſes, 
and not on carnall means : 
which bewſoener the un- 
feirbful reſpoct not, yet are 
the godly moned thereby. 


þ hn praier is not true 
prayer, Which is net 


| 


grounded 


0 ttt A ne 
C_ 


u —— 
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grounded vpon a liuely 


taich,inthe promiſes of 60d 


in Chriſt. It is promiſed to 
all beleeuers, that if they 
as ke, they ſhall receiue, yet 


diation of Cbriſt; in whom 
if we beleeue nor, wee may 
ſeemeto ſend forth as many 
ſighes, and poure forthas 
many verball prayers , and 
appeate in our geſtures out 
ward'y as deuout and zea 
lous as any man, and — be 
as farte from being heard, 
and come as farre ſhort of 
obrayning what we defire, 
as he thatpraieth not at all: 
the very Publican will pre- 
uent Vs. 

If we had not the promiſe 
of obtaining for our faith- 
fully asking; what would 


become of Faith & Prayer : 
8 1 
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for the merits, & in the me- 
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If we reſted as doubtfull , & 
vncertain to receiue our re- 
queſts at the hands of God, 
as many a poore begger is 
that a keth almes of mortal 
men, in his Name; ſhould 
we not paſſe by more houres 
Mm a day, more dayes in a 
weeke, nay, many weekes 
ina yeare, & neverremem. 
ber our duties of beleeuing 
and praier ? For is ſeemeth 
(notwithſtanding the pro- 
miſe) by our generall ſlack- 
neſſe in praier, that we hard. 
ly beleeue Chrift vpon his 
promiſe, nor God ypon his 
oath . For as Hug as the 
carnall man hath worldly 
meanes to ſupply his wants, 
or to free him from — — 
he will hardly ſeeke God by 
praier for carthly things, be- 
cauſe hee feeles no preſent 


4. 


— — 


- — —— 


their praiers as the water 
1 mooues the Mill-wheele; 


| =” biritual Efe. 


neede of them; nor for ſpi- 
rituall, becauſe heis a ſttan- 
ger vnto them, Many ſeeme 
as miſerable of offting prai- 
ers to God, as they ate of gi- 
uing him of their goods in 
his members, Bur as they 
keepe their goods to the 
time of neceſſitie: ſo their 
— they wil ſpend none, 

ut ypon meete extremitie. 
Pharoh neverentreated A- 
ſes to pray for him, as long 
as he felt not ſome plague : 
but when the extreme hand 
of the powerfull God was 
ypon him, then called he for 
Moſer to pray to God for 
him. And yet that zeale con. 
tinues but as do his plagues: 
the one ceaſing, the other 


arcſtaied. Carnall men make 


— 


when 


| 


| 


The confi- 
dence of 
worldly 
men. 

a 1. Sn. 
17.51. 


g 


b Exod.14 ' 
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e water ceaſeth, the 
wheele ſtaieth: ſo when 


troubles fajle, faith & prater 


ceaſe, Man by nature truſts 
rather his owne prefent 


worldly meanes, then Gods 


promiſes; his owne wealth, 
then Gods word: as he that 
obſerues the rules of carnal] 
reaſon, cannot but collect 


how fat the confidence men 


repoſe in worldly meanes, 
ouerſway theit truſt in God. 
namely, as farre as the eatth 
is diſtant from the heauens . 
For according to the portiõ 
of euerie earthly bleſſing. 
hath eueric carnall man truſt 


c 1. Ning. in his means; Go in his 


ſtrength, d Pharoh in his 
greatnes,< Senacherib in his 
Armie; 4 «Acbitepbel in his 
policy,* Hamas in his fauor 


ne er 


— 
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near in his greatnes Hei- 
teſhatz.er in his yain-glorie, 
and infinite others, truſting 
in their own ſeuerall means, 
long ſince gone to their pla- 
ces; but haue not carried 
hence with them this vaine 
confidence fr6 mortal men. 
For every carnall man in his 
owne nature , extendeth his 
confidence onely ſo farre as 
he hath viſible and carnall 
meanes. Quantum habet 
num mi, tantum habet & fides, 
We truſt fo farre as we ſee 
probable carnall meanes in 
naturall reaſon, fit to be de- 
pended vpon: which failing, 
Faith faileth. The couctous 
man is called an Idolater, 
becauſe he puts his truſt in 
his riches: ſo may euery man 
be uuely called, that truſteth 
ia carnall means, whether it 


g Dan.5.6. 


— 
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| 
| 


be riches, ſtrengeh, friends, 
or other the like, And the 
reverence that men natural- 
ly yeelde vnto theſe meanes, 
differeth not much from 
that they «»doe vnto God: 
my what they pretend to- 
wards God is ope, but what 
they do towards their earth- 
ly meanes is ſecret, They 
ſeeme not viſibly to kneele, 
nor verbally to pray to the 
meanes : but they in their 
hearts prefette that they ſee 


and enioy, aboue that they 


haue but heard of; the pro- 
miſes of the inuiſible God. 
And therefore rather then 
they will diminiſh their 
wealth, to doe good vnto 
Gods people, as God hath 
commanded , as touching 
their abundance, they will 
be bolde to ſtraine apointof 

Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian obedience,and ra- 
ther giue ouer their follow- 
ing of Chrift , and abandon 
his preſence with the Gerge- 
ſites, then to lend vnto God, 
though they ſhall be aſſured 
not only ten of the hundred, 
but one hundred. fold more 
then they disburſe. And 
therfore no maruell though 
they neuer ot ſeldome pray 
vnto the inuiſible God. 
Their ſoules are not ſo deare 
vnto them as their liues, and 
their liues not ſo ptetious as 
their wealth ; nay, lives and | 
ſoulcs are of ſmal yalue with 
them, in compariſon of their 
worldly riches, and carnall |. 
pleaſures, Tellarich world- 
ling, that be ought to make 
his ptaiets ynto God: hee 
will in his heart aske you. for 
what hee ſhould pray A. 
at 


* 
* 
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hath wealth at will, as the 
rich man in the Goſpell ; he 
hath health at his hearts de- 
fire 3 his cattell proſper ; his 
corne,oile, & wine abound : 
for what ſhould hee pray? 
Itis a ſtrange exerciſe you 
would draw him vnto, that 
conc:rneth not his world]! 

profit, or carnal delight. The 
like may be alſo ſaid oſeuery 
meere carnall man, bee hee 
poore or rich, who rather 
chen hee will embrace the 
promiſes, and faithfully de- 
pend vpon the prouidence 
of God, hee will aduenture 
the moſt ynlawful and vniuſt 
attempts, againſt the lawes 
both of God & men: her- 
as, if they could or would in- 
cline their eates to bear, and 
their hearts to vnderſtand 
the word of truth, theycould 


r 27 > 2 0 nee oor 
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not but abandon all vniuſt 
deuiſes: the rich would pray 
vnto God for direction to 
diſpoſe of their wealth to 
Gods glorie and their owne 
ſoules health ; and the poore 


* | for ſupplie of all their cor- 
'porall neceſſities, and relic | 


vpon Gods promiſes and 
prouidence,bendiog al their 
powers to ſerue the huing 
God, in obedience and pra- 
er. The godly and faithful] 
poote man, beeing pinched 
with penurie, viſued with 
ſickneſſe, in feare of enimies, 
and in wharſocuer danger, 
flieth vnto one onely God 
for all: but the carnall man 
hath many Gods, the Afovie 
in his Cheſt, his Friend: that 
his Mamma hath got him, 


(«tile in the Fields, his Plate 
. * C and 


ö 


his Core in his Barnes, his | 
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and Ieweli, his Vit and Polly 
ate the Cods of worldly 
mef1:in them they truſt, and 
by ſom,or one of them, they 
hope to be relicued, or ſtee- 
ded in whatſoever deſperate 
occaſion; and therfore ſeeke 
they not the helpe of the in- 
uiſible God, by fruitleſle 
Prayer, as they deeme it. But 
the faithful! man in deede 
knoweth theſe to be decci. 
uing Gods,flattering Gods; 
like vnto Jonah Gourd, that 
ſeemed faire for a day, and 
when it ſhould moſt haue 
ſheltred him, ic withered by 
the worme at the roote. So 
baue all theſe yain-glorious 
Gods their wormes, that 
worke at their roote, who 


| wither when they that truſt 


in them haue moſt neede o 


* * 


5 


theic helpe: like the Man. 


i 
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va that che lſraelues gathe-, 


motning, which withered 
& flank when they thought 
to eat it. Euen ſ@ do Friend: 
faile: Riches, Strength, and 
Polkcie deceive them that 
truſt to them, or in the. And 
it is to bee admired , that ſo 
many men, not onely inſtru- 
ed by the Word of God, 
but alſo by ſo many experi- 
ences, which they euety day 
lee, that all the glorie of the 
world, and yanities thereo 
arg. bur deceiving dreames, 
and zegthat they ſhould ſuf- 
fer themſelues to be bewit- 
ched with their flatteries & 
inchantments; like the fol- 


lowers of Viyſſes, trans for- 


med into . beaſts, by the 


'{charmes of Circes, who ho- 


red ouer night, and kept till 


| : 
S 


＋ 


« noir t which is to bee 
a 5 2 contemned, 
n | 
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The faithfull mans God is 


| God, the Angels & heauen- 


— 


Em — 


contemned, and contemne 
God, who aboue all friends, 
riches & wharſocuer means, 
is to bee loued, embraced, 
beleeued, and praied vnto. 


— 


— 4 <4 
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the onely lining God. and in 
him is bis chiefe good : the 
carnal] men haue mani 


Gods: the ends of both, 


HE friends, the riches. 
and whatſocuer good 
the faithfull man hath or ho- 
peth for, is inheauen. The 
Father, the Some, and the 
Holy ꝙ beſt, one Al-ſufficient 


ly ſocietie: theſe are, & will 
be for euer his, and will ne- 


uer faile nor forſake him. 
| He | . * 


— — 


eee. 


He that created him he will 
keepe him, he that redeemed 
him he will iuſtiſie him, hee 
that ſanctiſied him hee will 
reach him to pray to the Fa- 
ther in'the Sonne : hee will 
aſſiſt our ſpirits, who know 
nothow , or far what to 
pray: he will help our infir- 
mities, & enkindle our godly 
deſires: he will make iuch a 
ſacred vnion between him- 
ſelfe and our ſpirits, as wee 


ſhall become one with him, 


and God the Father, and the 
Sonne, being one with the 


conſent of the ſacred Frini- 
tie beget vs anew, giuevs 
new hearts, new affections, 


furniſh vs with all the graces 
of right regeneration ; yea, 


C2 our 


Holy Ghoſt; - ſhall in the 


new loue, lively faith, and 


rr ſhall become like vnto 


| 


o 


4 | God, 
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| our elder brother, and euen 
here in earth partake of hea- 
uenly conſolation, The An- 
gels ſhall adminiſter vnto ys 
all holy aide, and ſupport vs 
in all our waies & walkings, 
according to the good plea. 
ſureof Go p, who giuerh | 
them charge ouer his chil- 
dren. Theſe are the goods 
Sweet is the | of the godly. Oh the ſweet 
operation of, operation of liuely faith, be- 
2 in | potten by the promiſe of 

| God in (briſt, made in his | 
word ! it begetteth Praier, 
and Praier truely powred 
forth, by lippes vndefiled, in 
the affection of a right 
qualified heart, vato God 
| the Father in his Son, doth 
truly aſſure ys of Gods pre- 
ſence, and preſent reliefe in 
all our neceſſities, more fully 


and more truely thea all the 
falic 


— ——— 
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falſe Gods,and yaine goods 
of carnall men , and their 
meanes. 

What worldly or carnall 
aide had the three children in 
the Furnace ? What arme of 
fleſh delivered Daniel from 
the Lions > What earthly 
helpe had that great God to 
ouerthrow the Armie of Se. 
nacherib? Many in like dan- 
gers haue beene ſaued, telie- 
ued, and delivered without 
humane aide. The examples 
are infinite in Scriptures, 
wherof the miracles \ ns in 
leading the children of Iſrael 
out of Egypt through the 
Wilderneſle, their plantati- 
on in and vpon the borders 
of Canan, and the lite of J 
ſepb, may ſerue to ſatisfie any 
beleeuing man. For neither 
were friends, not wealth, not 
| C 4 firength 


— — 


God workes |- 
Wi thout 
bumane 
meanes. 
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ſtrength, nor pollicie, aiding 
this greatGod in his works 


of greateſt wonder. Who 


then will preferre theſe baſe 
earthly deceiuing Gods, and 
flattering goods, before the 
good God of Iſraelꝰ Or who 
will cruſt any God but the 
God of Hoalts ? Hawe any of 
the Gods of the Nations de- 
linered bis land out of the 
bands of the King of Aſhur ? 
Where ts the God of Hamath, 
and of Arpad Where « the 
God of Sepharnaim, Hena, & 
ſuabꝰ Which of the Gods of 
worldly & carnall men haue 
de liuered their moſt humble 
ſuppliants, out of any their 
troubles, or rid them or pre- 
uented any oftheir dangers? 
t is a moſt execrable blaſ- 

hemie againſt the God of 

eauen, to preferre worldly 


goods“ 


——— — — ů — 
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goods, and catnall meanes 
before the helpe , loue and 
fauour of the God of Gods | 
and of goodneſſe, as manie 
do (teſtified by their works) 
though they would ſeeme to 
ſhew the 'contrarie. How 
did wicked Rabſbakeh raile 
vpon the living God from 
Senacherib his maſter? And 
did not the Angell of the 
Lord that night — one 
hundred foureſcore and fiue 
thouſand men of the Hoaſt 
of Aſhard Here was the force 
of fleſh confounded ,' and 
Senacherib himſelt was (lain 
by Adramelech and Sbara- 
rer his owne ſonnes, as hee 
was worſhipring ' N+froche 
* [his God inthe Temple of the 
Idoll. Who then, ſeeing the 
ſucceſſe of mans carnal con- 
fidence, & Idolatrous zcale, 
C 5 will 


r 
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will not ſeeke the God of 
heauen for ſuccot in danger, 
for relieſe in want, and for 
comfort in all diſtreſſes? 
what man of common ſenſe 
obſerueth not manie prece- 
dent examples, of the weak- 
nes and yncertaintie of car. 
nall meanes? And yet how 
many are there to be found 
in theſe times of common 
carnall ſecuritie, that do ſeek 
their helpe at God, by bum- 
ble and faithfull Praier? doe 
they not rather depend vpon 
the broken Reede of their 
owne felt outward meanes ? 
and therfore deſpiſe the ſer- 
uice of God, and contemne 
his weake children. The 


zu , the falſe ludges did 
accuſe Swſanna,the rich will 


| ſttiue to wrong the poore, 


Glutton would not pitty La- 


and 


— —— — 
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and wreft 1n#ice vniuſtly, 
by che meanes of their cor. 
rupting CMamon, ſeldome 
or neuer confidering , that 
there is a God that careth for 
the poore, who is able to raiſe 
vp a Daniel to cleere Suſan- 
naes innocencic, a Salomon 
to decide the doubrs,arifing, | 
by falſe pretences, There is 
reat difference betweene 
the pretended happineſſe of 
the rich, and poore. And ſo Great dif- 
much differ the felicitie of — 
the one and other; the one is —— « of 
great and fearefull to the | the godly 
poore, and hath his felièitie Here 
in this life; the other is de- * 4&*4rich. 
ſpiſed of the rich, and hath 
his miſetie here: but the firſi 
I [paſſeth from bis mirth to 
mourning, from his wealth 
| 


| 35 |. 


— 


to want, from his glorie to 
grieſe, from a glorious life to | | | 


3n 


— 275 — — — 
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y_ eternall death. But che 


ſecond is taken fro his baſe. 
neſſe to glorie, from miſerit 
to comfort, from griefe to 
grace, and from a kinde of 
worttdly death. to. celeſhiall 
and endleſſe life,For it is not 
permitted in diuine iuſtice, 
that the children of God 
ſhould line-heere in carnall 
pompe, to withdraw them 
from diuine obedience; nor 
the wicked to partake heere 
of inward & heauenly con- 
ſolation, ſetting their hearts 
and affe ions ypon worldly 
things. Wee cannot enioy 
light and darknes together; 
we cannot feede and fill our 
hearts with the pleaſures of 
this life, and yet thinke wee 
ſha'l not taſte of the bitter- 
neſſe of the ſecond death. 
To the end therfore that we 


| 


deceiue 


— 


— — 
— 


1 


wg the world : for if any 
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dec eiue not our ſelues in our 
iudgments touching the ſpi 
rituall and carnall men, wee 
muſt beware that wee 
ground not our opinions 
ypon outward appearance 
of-mens eſtates, high or low; 
for there are rich religious 
men, and irreligious poore 
men : but we muſt inks all 
men, and all things by the 
word of God, the right rule. 
and infallible, to diſcern and 


| diſtinguiſh the perfect from 


the counte;feit, And therin 


| wee mult lay aſide natural] 
' | reaſon, & carnall vnderſtan- 
ding, which are enmitie to 


God, and commonly iuſtifi- 
eth what he condemne'h, & 
codemneth what he arpro- 
ueth, Louc not the world faith 
Saint John, nor the things that 
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Not to indy 
of men by 

their ſtates, 
rich or Per. 
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man lone the world, the lone of 
God is not in him, Yer faith 
carnall reaſon, Loue the 
world, and the things of the 
world; for that thou mayeſt 
doe,and loue God too. But 
how hang theſe together? 
For he that loueth God, lo- 
ueth righteouſnes, holineſſe, 
mee kenes, patience, obedi- 
ence and prayer ; but he that 
loueth the world, loueth the 
contrarie , living in vnrigh- 
teouſneſſe, diſobedient to 
God, ouercom with the de- 
fires of the fleſh, the 
deſires of the cies, 
and thepride 
of life, 


— 
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Cuare,V, 


The world is inconftant : the 
differences betweene divine 
and carnall wiſedome , he- 
tweene the ſeeming deuoti- 
en. f the irreligious rich, 
& the religions poore man. 


— ſpeaking of the 
World, ſaith, that when 
hee had well confidered all 
things that the world affor- 
ded, hee could not but ob- 
ſetue ir very inconſtant, and 
mens mindes very variable, 
and often diſtracted, ſtagge · 
ring whereunto to applie 
themſelues: wherein yet hee 
found by experience, that al 
men for the moſt part, em- 
braced that which they 
ſheuld ſhunne, and ſhunned 
that which they ſhould em- 

brace, changing their coun- 
; ſels 


| 


| 


| 
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| tanding,wherein they wor- 


| uell inforceth tbem: wherby 


be tich among men, which 


ſels as worldly occaſions of- 
fered mutabilitic in their af. 
faites, extolling, diſprayſing. 


ring, beleeuing, diſtruſting, 
and finally following and 


forſaking all things as they 
were led by carnall vnder- 


ſhipped the _ in ſteed 
of the creator; feauing the 
ſeruice of God, and praying 
ynto God; and inclining 
themſelues to thoſe courſes 
wherunto their one appe- 
tites ſway them, and the Di- 


ic commeth to paſſe, that 
ſome couetouſly purſue to 


often witch. holdeth them 
from ſeruing Godzas appea- 
rech by many of them, that 
content them rather to vio- 


I, hoping, fea. | 


d| diuine wiſedome, And ther- 
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late a good conſcience, for- 
getting not only pietie, but 
meere humanitie, to secom- 
pliſh their deſires; mingling 
and confounding good en. 
tended, with euill acted; e- 
ſtraaging themſelues from 
all religious affetions and 
inward holy de ſires; aſſoci- 
ating themfelues with ſuch 
as will applaude their yani- 
ties, and reiect the ſociery of 
the good, of whom 

might leamero ſerue the li- 
uing God, by obedience & 


(faith S. Jahn) ſeeing yee re- 
ceine glory one of another, and 
ſeel not 2 vor pray for the 
glory which commeth from 
God alene ? Almoſt euerie 
man ſeeketh to outſtrip an- 
other in carn ll, but not in 


fore 


—Q 


prayer. How can yon helene 
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True and 


falſe wiſe 
dome. 


— 


vpon build their weake wiſ- 


—_ 


fore can they not attribure 
the praiſc of obtaining what 
they ſeeme to enioy, to the 
right cauſe : ſor they begin 
at their owne apprehenſion 
of what is good, and there- 


dome; whereas they ſhould 
beginnein the world to bee 
fools tothe world,that they 
might be wiſe toGod:as the 
Apoſtle counſelleth; that, If 
any man ſceme to be wiſe, let 
him be a foole, that he may be 
w/e, For as Chriſt came not 
to call the tighteous (ſuch as 
reputed themſelues pure) to 
tepentance, but ſinners (ſuch 
as acknowledged their own 


imperfectiõs):ſo ſurely God 


giueth not wiſedome to the 
wiſe (namely, to ſuch as 
thinke the worldly wiſdom 
ſufficient) but to ſuch -as 
thinke 


N 


| 
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thinke themſelues fooles 
wanting the true knowledg 
of diuine things. For, the wiſ- 
dom of the world is fool (bueſſe 
with God; and hee caicheth 
theſe hind; of wiſemen in their 
own eraftineſſe, Although 
worldly pollicie may (as it 
doth) circumuent the inno- 
cent, yet cannot God be de- 
ceiued : for ſuchis his deep 
and iuſt iudgement, & high 
vwiſedome, that he knoweth 
and iudgeth, he diſcerneth 
and condemneth, or appro- 

ueth, fatte aboue the reach of 
mortall man. Man may de- 
| ceiue man, not rs by vi- 
ſible actions of carthly and 
worldly deuiſes, but even in 
ſpirituall exerciſes ; for they 
may ſceme to beleeue, be- 


cauſe they fo brag of them- 


clues ; and to pray, becauſe 
they 


— 
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they may be ſeene to kneele 
at a piller to lift vp the eies, 
to itrike the breſte, and to 
moue the hand: and lips, as 
if they were verie devout : 
And yer may their heatts be 
full of gall and bitternes, and 
their affections be ſer ( like 
Demas )vponthe world and 
worldly things, wherin God 
it not deceived, But the hy- 
pocrite that ſeemeth to bee, 


and is not religious, godly, | 


faithfull, and truly zealous; 
deceiueth himſelfe,thinking 
that God will content him. 
ſelf withthe chaffe,that hath 
no corne, With the leaves 
without fruit, and with the 
ſhow without the ſubſtance 
of faith, obedience, and prai- 
er. And therefore the rich 
man, and the worldly wiſe- 


— 


m 


mas, as couſen germans may 
not 


. 
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not {ook for any applauſe ar 
the hands of God, as they v- 
ſurpe it from men, but to te- 
ceiue according to the in- 
ward diſpoſition of their 
hearts and ſoules. God te- 


the tich, not wiſe according 
to the world, nor teiecteth 
he the perſon of the poore; 
but according to the mea- 
ſute of grace in eyther hee 
apptoueth or reproueth ths; 
yet in the more dangerous 
eſtate is the rich man, as ap- 
peareth by the wordes of 
Chrift himſelſe, who ob- 
ſerued how riches wrought 
with men in the world, how 
it choaketh the word of 
God in them ; working to 
the luſt of all forbidden 
things, and againfi the de- 
fire of all divine wiſedome, 
| which 


1 


ſpecteth not the petſon of 


—_ 
. 


—— — 


What rich 

man deſer - 
ueth com- 

mend ation 
and adm 
vation. 
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which is the life of faith, 
And faith being the life of 
2 is quenched thereby, 
and conſequently prayer, 
which is the life of our 
ſoules, waxeth cold and wi- 
thereth. Vet cannot this ex- 


| tend to euety rich man; for 
the Viſeman ſaith, that, That 
rich man is bleſſed, which 1 
' found without blemiſh, and 
hath not gone after gold , nor 
truſted im money and treaſure: 
adding, Who is he, and we will 
commend him ? for wonder full 
things hath he done among the 
people, hauing beene tried and 
found perfect: let him bee an 
example of glorie, who might 
offend and hath not offended 
or doe emill and hath not dane 
it. By which wordes he in- 
timates vnto vs, that rich 
men haue many and more 
motiues 


— 


10 ſprrituall life. 


47 


þreſſe the poore, and get 


motiues by their meanes to 
offend, then the poorer ſort 


haue: and that it is a ſtrange 


thing to finda rich man ſo 
qualified by diuine grace, as 
he wil beſtowhis goods, and 
performe the duetie that 
God commands, to make 
heauenly friends with their 
earthly Mammon. Therfore 


our Saxiour pronounceth 


Wh: it is 
bard for a 


ſuch impoſiibilitie for a rich | rich man to 


man to enter into the King» 
dome of heauen, euen be- 
cauſe of his couetouſneſſe 
and oppreſsion, and becauſe 
of his ſecutitie, and ſeldome 
or neuer faithfully ſeruing 
the living God; and againe 
denounceth woes againſt 
them , for that they haue 
their conſolation in this 
world: not forthat they op- 


their 


be ſaued. 


— 
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their goods by vnlawfull 
meanes ; but becauſe they 
haue their cõſolation, name- 
ly their cacnall delights and 
pleaſures , and not theit ſpi- 
rituall ioy,andinward com- 
fort. of the holy Ghoſtheere 
inchis life. Therefore beho- 
ueth it rich men to beware, 
they place not their hearts 
conſolation ypon theſe 
worldly & fleeting vanities, 
but according to diuine 
counſaile ; Ifriches encreaſe, 
wot to ſet their mindes upon 
them, but towſe them as they 
vſed them not, For it is not 
meerely riches that maketh 
the yſer, but the abuſer of 
them vnhappie. And there- 
fore, as thete may be a poore 
man proude and couerous, 
euen in his ſma'lportion :.{o 
may there be a rich mã poor 

in 


1 
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for our Jazionr , to encou- 


in his owne conceit, and ſo 
beſtowe and diſtribute his 
goods, as not onely nota 
woe, but a bleſſing ſhall be 
pronounced vnto him, as to 
the poor. beleeuing in God: 


rage, all, as well poore as 
rich tightly affected, and to 
ſtitte them vp to obedience 
and prayer, ſaith; Revoyce & 
be glad, for I * preuidęd 
fer au a King dome, 


— —— 


CAP. VI. ä | 

The force of Imely faith : And 
how hard a thing ir is tru- 
ly to apprehend the fte. 
rie of Chriſt and how eaſi: 
hiſtorically ts d. ſcourſe 
". thereof, 


Ti t promiſes of future 


3 are able to 
fi re 


| The force of 
belceumg 
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ſtirre vpthe dulleſt heart, to 
waite, and worke out his 
ſaluati6 with fear & tremb- 
ling, with loue and obedi- 
ence, in faith & prayer; and 


yet it ſeemeth, Not manie 


wiſe, not many mighty, not 
many rich beleeue this pro · 
miſe. They ſeem rather to be 
leue a hond, a ſtatute, a pawn 
or the promiſe of a rich mã, 
then they wilgiue credit vn. 
to God vpon his oath, ho 
yet neuer was found to pro- 
miſe any thing but what he 


euety ane that (beleeuing) 
asketh any thing butorhi 
to recciue : he deceiueth no 
man that truſteth his bate 
word, Abraham 2 haue 
caſt many doubts, being in 


God vien 
; bs promiſe. 


_ 


a profane and Idolatrous 
countrey, brought vp wich- 


performed, to the good of 


_—_— — _— 


* 
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out the written will of God, 
being called thence by an 
inuiſible power, to repaire 
into a remote country, vn- 
knowne,and the moans 8 
of the people ſtrange vnto 
him. But he contrarily caſt 
off all difficulties, and confi. 
dently reſolued, againſt his 
owne naturall reaſon, and; 
will of all his friends and fa- 
miliars,and betooke him to | 
the iourney, and ceaſed not 
till he came to ( . Who 
would not haue conſulted 
with his kins folks & frends? 
Who would not have look- 
ed for better aſſurance of 
good ſucceſſe, before hee 
would haue aduentured to 
forſake his countrey and 
friends,and berake himſelſe 
to the hazard of ſuch an at- 
temptꝰ But he knew that he 


- - _ 
—._ —— — _— 
. 
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Excry man 
beleeueth 


not the y- 


ſterie of 
Chriſt. 
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| 


. 
, 


{ forſake him. Hee waueted 


euery mans caſe to know 


that called him was juſt ,and 
what hee had promiſed hee 
was able to performe , and 
would neither faile him nor 


not as the moſt of vs do, tou- 
ching heauen and heauenly 
things promiſed ; how can 
we affirm we beleeue it, and 
yet giue our ſelues ouer to 
the world ? It is not indeed 


the myſterie of Chriſt; but in 
a kinde of generall appre- 
heoſion , as hee is deliuered 
inthe ourward word, accor- 
ging to the Hiſtoric, But to 

elecue chat be came in the 

eſh without man, to con- 
taine two natures vnder one 


God equall with the father, 
and man like vnto vs; that 


viſible forme; that hee was 


he cancelled the hand-wri. | 


0 eine! 


— 
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ting that was againſt vs;that 
in him we ate teeoneiled a. 


gain to God the father; that 
he firs at Gods right hand a | 
mediator for vs, and that all 
beleeuers ſhall aſcend and 
reſt with him in glorie; that 
our bodies that are cortupt, 
ſhall eicher die and putriſie, 
or be changed, and in fine, 
be glorified in the heauens. 
And to apply all this to our | 
owne ſelues through faith, 
cannot but goe ſo farre be- 
yond the ordinarie capaci- 
les of naturall men, as the 
God of heaven is aboue the 
God of the ayre. For as 
Chrift ſaid vato Peter, fleſh 
and bloud teueiled not vnto 
him what (briſt was : nei- 
ther can the natural man ap- 


prehend this heaue nly my- 
eric, and therefore cannot 


3 


. 
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| wtie,and the Trinitis in vni- 


beleeue the promiſe of al- 
uation to the comfort of his 
own ſoule, and conſequent- 
ly cannot pray to God in 
Chriſt, He can ſpeake of, and 
diſpute , and beleeue the 
whole Hiſtorie of Chriſt, 
both how he was promiſed 
and propheſied, how he was 


crucified, and can relate e- 


uery Article of Chriftian be- 
lcefe. And ſofarre the divels 
know,belecue,and tremble, 
Butthis is the peculiar por- 
tion of Gods children, truly 
to depend vpon Chriſt,tho- 
rough faith grounded vpon 
knowledge ; as belecuing 
that heauen is his portion, is 
the gift of God in Chriſt; 
who being the lively image 
of God the father, teacheth 
vs to know God in the Tri 


tie: 


* 


— —— 
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tie : whom who ſo knoweth 
not, and by knowing him 
loueth him, and in loving 
him obeyeth him,and in o 

beyiag him beleeueth him, 
and in beleeuing him dooth 
not pray vnto him. how ſoe- 
ver they ſeeme to vpholde 
their knowledge, defend 
their obedience, and btagg: 
of their prayers, they ate all 
but counterfeit, For uo ttuly 
ſpirituall exerciſe can bee 
performed, or divine grace 
obtained, but by a man ſpi- 
ritually qualified and belo- 
ued of God, and who louetb 
God: for vnleſſe we feele in 
our ſelues the loue of Cod 
towards vs, wee can neuer 
loue Cod]; for he loucth vs 
6rt,and by the third perſon 
of the Tymiie worketh loue 
lin vs towards him: and loue 


D 4 be- 
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A cle enen 


— 


Who is truly 
adopted in 

Cin: ft to be 
the childe of 


God,and | 
' Ww.v not, 


being the band of obedi- 
ence , and obedence the 
marke of our election, and 
cõſequently the ſeale, which 
hath the image of our Re- 
deemer, whereby our adop- 
tion to bee the ſonnes of 
Godis confirmed to euety 
one that beleeueth. Not to 
euery one that pretendeth 
to loue, obey, aud ſerue him; 
but to him only whoſe heart f 
is right before the Lord, 
who heareth the word, be. 
leeueth the ſpirit that wrote 
it, and bringeth forth the 
fruits of it, namely, to doe 
what is therin sommanded, 
and to auoyde things for- 
bidden therein ; he, euen he 
is the vndoubted adopted 
ſonne of God, and whatſo- 
euer he asketh the father by 
che ſpirir in the ſonne, hee 


ſhall 


wm 


* 
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ſhall receiueit: for he hath 
the promiſe of the bleſſings 
; of this life and the life to 
| come. Contrariwile , ſuch 
as neither yet haue, nor de- 
| te to haue this feeling, this 
faith, and this dependance 
on God , howlſocucr they 
| pretend that they are the 
| tonnes of God, for that they 
can only talke, ſike, and pet 
' forme {ome outward duties 
| as the true ſonnes of God 
| do, yet iet them not deceiue 
themſelues, they are not yet 
| out of the lees of their ori- 
ginall, neither haue they re- 
miſſion of their actuall ſins; 
but the Bond is yet againſt 
them depending vncance- 
led, though they aſſociate 
the ſonnes of God and not | 
only.ia humane affairs con- 
uerle, but in diuine ducties- 
D g.-. con 


La 


' 
| 
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communicate with them ,as 
in hearing the word preach. 
ed, in the — > in 
ublique prayer. are 
— ba 2 3 : 
dren; they neuer truely ta- 
ſed of the milke of Chriſts 
ſpouſe, nor euer drew the 
liſe of grace out of her 
breaſts: no more then did 


Cbam in the Arke with Vo- 
4b, Iſinael in the houſe with 


Abrabam, Eſas in the com- 


{pany of /acob, ho inward- 


ly did not partake of their 
| ers vertues, of obedi- 


ence,faith, and continu- 
al praier vnto God, 
| God oftheir 
fathers, 


* CC — 


CAT. 


_ 


Gun Ay, VII. 


Natwall fathers canner e. 
get children good or cuil 


God, ars only geod and liks 
vrt God before whows the 
vnregenerate, bowſoener 


ſeeming boly ,are hypocrits, 


| 
Fu fathers c6mon- 


ly beget childrẽ of ym 
owne corporall likenes, but 
the godlieſt father cannot 
propagate in his children 
the graces of the ſpirit, ney- 
ther can profane fathers 
their finnes make their chil. 
dren-finners.. For it is found 
by experience,thar good fa. 
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their owne wilt; but the) | 
that are begatten anew of | 


thers haue often wicked and 


God, begotten ane by the 


5 = 
.® +» 


wicked fathers godly chil- 
dren, But the children . of 


holy 2 


STC.” 
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u corrupt , through deceinea- 


holy Ghoſt, can never fall 
from being like vnto him 
that begat him, And there- 
fore doe they. much diſho- 
nour God , who in wordes 
— are his ſonnes, 
and yet in their actions they 
reſemble the image of Sa- 
than. It were a great ble» 
miſh vnto a godly man to 
be wrongfully ſuppoſed the 
father of a wicked ſonne; 
much more is God diſho- 
noured by ſuch as would 
ſeeme to be, but are not of 
his ſeed. For they that are 
of God indeed, cannot but 
in ſome meafure re ſemble 
him , in being righteous as 
he is righteous : that is, B 

caſting off the olde man wic 


bleluſt, aud to put on the new 


man, which after God is cre 


ate 


— „ i. — — 


— — 


{ 
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ated in riphteonſnes and true 
holmes, This caſting off and 
outting on, doeth teach vs 
that there is in vs ſomthing 
that befits vs not to retaine 
if we will be the true ſonnes 
of God, not by reputation 
among men, but by impura- 
tion in Chriſt. What is to be 
caſt off, and what to bee 
put on, is plainly expreſſed 
in the Apoſtles wordes be. 


fore mentioned, namely, to | 


caſt off all deceiueable luſts, 
_ includeth all things 
orbidden ) and to put on 
righteouſneſſe, which im- 


plieth 2 ſpirituall indow- 


ment of al heauenly graces; 
among which, none is of 
chat ſingular force, vertue, 
and effect, as is zealous and 
heartic prayer in faith vnfai- 
ned, which none can effe- 

ctually 


2ͤä—-— * 


A Load-ftarre | 


Rually make but ſuck as 

haue put on this new man: 

for the olde man knoweth 

not how to pray, being clo- 

thed with corruption, and. 
blinded with the miſt of ig- 

norance. The new man on- 

ly, ſhaped in holineſſe, kno. 

weth to whom, when, in 

whom, for what, and how 
to pray 3 all which circum- 

ſtances are duly to be conſi- 

dered in prayer : and yet 

neither of theſe dooth the 
naturall,that is, the old man 
truly apprehend ; and con- 
ſequently the lip- labor that 
he pretendeth to beſtow in 
E not onely not pto- 

ta 


— at 


le, but ſinſull. 
CA. 
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Cuare, VIII. 


(arnall wiſedome hath nat 
chiefe place of co unſel in 
the regenerais man: be de- 
pendeth on God, and not on 
the meanes in any enter- 


priſe. 
Riends ( we obſerue) do 


moſt vſually communi- 
cate together, not by way of 
diſſimulation, but by ſincere 
affection: and one is ayded 
and comforted of another, 
according to the occaſions 
each propoundeth to other. 
And ſhal we think that that 
man that loueth God, will 
eſtrange his occaſions from 
the counſaile of God? Will 
hee deliberate of any matter 
of importance, but will firſt 


— — 


Cods 


— —— 


p_ with the Oracle of 
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Gods mouth? And will hee 
not impart his occaſions by 
powring them forth vnto 
him in praies? aſſuring him- 
ſelfe that God againe will 
anſwer him by his holy ſpi 

rit, and by kim certi his 
ſpiric what be ſhall doe, and 
what courſe hee ſhall take, 
both for the atchicuing of 
the good he deſiteth, & for 
the auoyding the danger he 
feareth. No carnall counſel 
whatſoeuer, not warranted 
by the word, ſhall be ad- 
mitted to that conſultation 
or relolution: he will aban- 
don all carnall reſpects, and 
onely holde himſelfe to di- 
vine dire ion: hee will not 
vie bumane wiſcdome. but as 
it were 2 hand -· maide to di- 
wine prudence, It may ſerch 
and nad out ſuch wants, and 


corporall! 


T0 ſpiritual le. 


cotporall neceſſities, as are 
fit in ſpiritual vndetſtandin 

to be ſupplied, but —. 
the execution to divine wiſ. 
dome, which produceth 
faith,and faith prayer forthe 


obtayniyg rhereof at the 
oy lp of God! Andas H. 
brabamteft bis feruants and 
Aſſes behinde him when he 
went to offer vp his ſonne; 
fo doth this heauenly wiſe- 
dome leaue all carnall re- 
(pets behinde when it ap- 
procheth towards God, to | 
offer the ſacrifice of prayer 
Yr praiſe, Contrariwiſe, it 
is too manifeſt that the moſt 
carric their carnall vanities 
with them euẽ to the Altar; 
making their petitions part- 
ly in the fleſh and partly in 


| the ſpi it, in part beleeuing 


and in part doubting, lialt- 


I 


ing 
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To pray to 
God, and 

to beleeue 
in meanes is 
ſpirituall 
adulteric. 


| 


— 


ing before God, and yet ſee- 
ming to walk vprightly be- 
fore men, who iuſtific or c6- 
demne the outward action, 
not ſeeing the inward heart. 

To pray vnto God with 
the lippes for any corporall 
benefit, and yet to haue the 
eye of the hart fixed in con- 
fidence vpõ naturall means, 
is a kinde of ſpitituall adul- 
tery. For, what man is hee 
that hauing a wiſe, out ward- 
ly affable, vſiag wordes of 
loue vnto him, and yet her 
heirt ſer vpon another man, 
will not thinke her #faithles 
and vnchaſte wife ? And is 
God leſſe icalous think we, 
who craveth our hearts 
when we ſhall worſhip him 
in words and outward ſhew 
of works, when our conſci- 


ences cannot but tell vs that | 


we | - 
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* 
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as 


we aske that of God which 
we inwardly beleeue more 
probable and poſsible to be 
obtained by meanes with- 
out him? Is not this a falf. 
ying of our faith and dif. 

embling of our prayers ? Is 
not this a manifeſt breach 
of the law that ſaies, we ſhal 
haue no other Gods but 
Ieheuab; ns alſo not to take 
his name in vaine, as they do 
that call vpon him with the 
lips, theit hearts ſatre from 
him ? 

The Jlewes thinking to 
make themſelues ſtrong by 
the Egyptians and other car 
nall meanes , left their de- 
pendancie on God; & ther- 
fore did God denounce his 
iudgements againſt them: 


. | Curſed is the man that tro ſt. 


eth in man, and maketh fleſh 
(any 


— — 
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(any kind of carnal meanes) 


bis heart fromthe Lord: hee 
ſhall not ſee , when: any good 
commeth, How can he then 
itttibute praiſe or prayer 
vnto God for wharſocuer 
ſucceſſe, when he grounderh 
his hope on earthly meanes, 
and not on God? Nay, 
though hee pray vnto God, 
and yet dependeth more, 
and puts more hope on ſe- 
condatie meanes ? if he find 
that come to paſſe that hee 
deſired, how can hee but 
yeeld part of the praiſe vnto 
the mediate cauſe, wherein 
hee in part truſted? and ſo 
derogatethepraiſe due vnto 
God, who is eyther all or no 
part of the cauſe of that wi- 


God yſe naturall inſttu- 


ments 


his arme, and withdraweth |' 


ſhed ſucceſle, For although |, 
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ments to effect his will, not 
onely in reheuing his chil- 
dren when they pray vnto 
him, but alſo inpuniſhing 
the wicked when they of- 
fend; yet are theſe meanes 
onely of, and by God, wor- 
king. not as man willeth, but 
as God ſoteſeeth fit for the 
good ofthe one, & puniſh- 
ment of the other, God v- 
ſed clay to cleere the cies of 
the blinde man: if the blinde 
man had yeelded the thanks 
to the clay as the cauſe of his 
fight, though hee had like- 
wile giuen praiſe vnto God. 
hee had robbed God of his 
night. For to allow ynto 
God a fellow-helper, were 
to argue him of himſelſe in- 
ſufficient; as ſom moſt fear- 
fully. belch forth a moſt ſu- 
—— praier , ſaying, 
; | Go 


n 
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God and our Lady do this or} . 
that, or prevent this or that; 

| whereby they eyther make 
. Godno God, or a God not 

abſolute in power, nor with- |, 
out a cooperator complete, 
which cannot bee but moſt 
horrible blaſphemie, I here- 
by yet inferre not that it is 
vnlavvfull to giue reuerence| | 
| vnto the means which God 


vſeth for our good, as Dauid | 


did to Jonathan; yet no fur- 
ther but as to the inſtru- 
ments, without which God | | 
| might baue effected his 

worke , eyther by other 
meanes , or without any 
meanes,nay, againſt means, 
as not tied to any ſecondary 
meanes ofneceſſitie. Heze- 
Nl being healed with a 
| cluſter of tgges, didnorper- | , 
ſwade himſelf that nothin | 
| elſe} * 
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elſe could haue done the 
cure, but that whatſocuer 
God had made the mediate 
cauſe, howſocuer contrarie 
to the opinion that man I 
mighe haue of the thing, it 
would- have wrought the | 4 
ſame effect. For he is able by 
ſueskeſt meant to performe 
| [rhe greateſt worke; as it ap- | 
j peared bythe overthrow of 
the wals of Jericho with the — 
ſound of Rams bornes. And | put c- 
2s he worketh by meancs, | againſt 
} ſo ſometimes without | meanes. 

meanes, euen by his word, 

| [ain healing the Cananitiſh 
| woman,andthe'Cehrutions 
ſeruunt: nay, ſuch is his ab+ 
ſolute power as he worketh 
in familiarly and cafily a- 
| | gainſtmeanes, as in bring. 
ing water out of the hard & 
| 2077 00D Wa the wa- 
+ 4 ET 3 ters 


— 
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How the 
ſoule winſt 
be qualified 
in time of 
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en, and the Moon in the val. 


A Load-ſtarre 


ters to diuide as the red dea 
and Ierdan, in making the 
Sunne to (ſtand ſtill in Grbe- 


- of Aialon at the prayer 
of Toſuah: and cauſing the | 
Sunne to goe backe in his 
ſphere conttatie to, aud a- 
gainſt his naturall motion, 
at the prayer of Heck ab. 
The holy Scriptures ate full 
of ſuch ſweete examples of 
the abſolute power of God, 
who to effect them requires 
neceſlatily no other human 


not the praier which paſleth | 
onely the lips, the affedtions 
ofthe heart being exttaua 

gant, but that prayer which | 
proccedeth from the ſanQis | 
fied ſoule, well and rightly 
ruined in all her faculties; | 


—— 


—— 


meanes but fairhfull praier: 


the vader ſtanding thinking 5 


k 
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on nothing but on God,the 
wil onely louing him, the | 
memory coueting to retaine 
nothing but him, the deſire 
aſpiring to no other happi- 
neſſe but what he hath pro- 
miſed vs in his word. In this 
maner were our holy fathers 
qualified, and in this ſweete | 
conſent of the affe ctions 
poured they forth the con- 
cordant harmonious praiers 
that wrought theſe former | 
moſt admirable ſupernatu 

tall effects, in altering the 
naturall courſe of thoſe cre- 
atures which he himſelſe ſer 
in the firmament , neuer to 


be moued to the end of the 
world. 
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Cu Af. IX. 


It ts a dangereu thing to 
pray vntoGod unprepared; 
but moſt ſafe & ſweet vp. 
on diuine premeditation a. | 


riſing of grace, not of na- 


ture. 


Ow can this but moue 

a kind of feare in men 
who preſume to thruſt 
themſelues into the pre- 
ſence of God, viteting prai- 
ers in wordes, their vnder. 
landing being carried from 
God through the vanities 


| 


of this life, their wii beeing 
beſotted with the loue of 
carnall things, and their de- 
fires thirſting after worldl 

aduancements ? Are theſs 
mens prayers of force to 


| 


| 


caſt downe holdes ? to alter 
the; 


at © /piritual He. 


the natural courſe ofthings? 
or can they obtaine any 
thing at the handes of Gud 
but reproofe? But men that 
are wiſe in Chriſt, evlighe- 
red with the divine fpirir, 
feele motiues in themſelues 
of another kinde; not ſtay- 
ing below, their affeions 
ſer vpon the golden Calſe at 
the foot of mount Smai : but 
they a'cend yp in their harts 
to the holy unt of Grace, 
and there conuerſe they ſa- 
miliarly with the true God, 
leauing the fleſh pots, the O- 
nen, and Gourds of Egypt, 
ind feede on the heavenly 
Mama, Angels bread , the 
bread of life : whereby the 
becom fo rapt vp from — 
and earthly things, as they 
haue their conuetſations al- 
reidie in the heauens, by 
E 2 their 
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teac heth vs 
not to pray, 
but the ſpi- 
rit of God, 
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all men to pray „ and yet gi. 


their heauenly communica- 
tion with God in their ſpi- 
tits. Their prayers & ſweet 
conference with God for 
the time ended; they then 
returne to the performance 
of their lawfull affaires, and 
therein walke (as it were) 
with God, ſiuing ſo ſincere- 
ly with, and among men, in 
the feare and loue of God, 
as if they were in the reall 
preſence of God, | 
To this degree of perfe- 
Qion none can attaine by 
his naturall vnderſtanding | 
or will, but by the admini- | 
ſtration of the ſpirit of God | 
only, who teaches vs how to 


pray. God commanngerk | 


ueth not all men the gift of 
true praicr; and therefore e- 
uetie man is bound to aske 


1 


f 


| 
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of Cod power to aske: al- 
though it may ſeem ſtrange 
to a carnall man to aske po- 
wer to performe the ſelſe- 
ſame thing that hee perfor- 
meth in asking. But it is to 
be conſideted that there is a 
verball andlip-kind of ask- 
ing and there is a cordiall & 
heartie praying; and he that 
doeth it not from the heart, 
may@tcer it with the lippes, | 
and in words may ſeemeto 
pray, and yet the heartre- 
maine eſttanged and full of 
rancor and cuill affections. 
But ſuch is the force of liue- 
ly faith, that it cannot con- 
ceale it (elfe : for if it bee in 
the heart it will ſhew it ſelfe 
in the efficacie of prayer ; 
whichpraier onely hath the 
promiſe to obraine, becing 
made in the name of Chriſt 
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to God, & hath the promiſe 
to be granted for his ſake by 
God. For in Chriſt are the 
promiſes made vnto vs, both 
of ſpitituall and corporall 
bleſſings, and in him, and by 
him ſealed vnto ys and con- 
firmed: ſo as there is no 
cauſe of doubting left vnto 
the faithfully asking; al- 
wayes prouided, that he ask 
not the thing, the graunting 
whereof is not warranted in 
the word of God, that hath 
made vs a generall warrant 
of granting what ſoeuer wee 
aske; with reſtriction yet, 
that it bee agreeable to his 
wil, which alſo includeth all 
things that he ſeeth beſt for 
vs to teceiue. For ſuch is the 
wiſedome, prouidence, and 
loue of Godtowards vs, that 
like 2 father he will not giue 

vio 
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vnto his children a Scorpion 
in ſtead of Fiſh : he will not 
give them hurtfull things in 
ſtead of helpfull. And ther- 
fore it behoueth vs to in- 
form our ſelues by his word 
what is conſonant and what 
diſſonant to his will, that we 
may auoide to aske forbid. 
denthings, & with boldnes 
aske things lawfull. In the 
prayer which Chriſt taugh: 
vs, we pray, T hy will be done : 
wee muſt not therefore wil- 
fully attempt to aske, much 
leſſe to do any knownthing 
to the conttarie. But ſuch is 
our corruption, as howſoc- 


uer we ſeem willing that the 


will of God ſhould be done, 
we yet tetaine s kinde of in 
ward deſire that God would 
doe accotding to our wills: 
for naturally the will of man 


E 4 is 


The will 
peruerts 


W 


— — 
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is neither rightly affected 


towards his one mind, nor 
towards the will and word 
of God. It is the rule of right 
reaſon that the wi/ſhould be 
directed by the nde; but 
conttarily and prepoſteroul- 
ly the will ouetſwayes the 
winde, and drawes it as by 
cõſtraint to many inordinat 
deſites: and therefore when 
the minde begins to incline 
it ſelfe to the ſacred exerciſe 
of prayer, the w:l/ as an vne- 
quall yoke- fellow peruerts 
the minde, & diſtracts it into 
many noyſom luſts, & wan- 
dering thoughts. This can- 
not the moſt godly and moſt 
faithfully zealous man but 
find in his deuouteſt prajers: 
and therefore wee ought in 
our prayers to reſtraine our 
cogitations from earthly 


——.. 


things ; 
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things; and the more wee 
feele them to range here and 
there ( as ſenſibly wee may) 
ſo much the more earneſt & 
zealous we ought to be,and 
ſo much the more watchfull 
that they ſteale not away 
our ſpiritual affe ctiõs, which 


cauſe the minde to aſcend e- 
uermore vpward to the 
Throne of his grace, who by 
his holy ſpirit is readie to aſ- 
ſiſt our ſpirits, to ſuppreſſe 
our erring thoughts, and to 
rectiſie our mindes ac- 
cording to his 
own will, 


E 5 Cnar, 
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Whence all our tranſgreſcion! 
do proceede, and the reaſon 
why we cannot pray aright, 
& the means to reform it, 


| O tranſgreſſions pro- 


ceede all from this, 
that againſt the rule of di- 
uine reaſon, we preferre out 
will and our defires before 
the moſt holy will of the 
Lord our God. Howthen 
can wetruly ſeek him whoſe 
will our wills (as much as in 
vs lieth ) ſeeketh ro reſiſt? 
The Apoſile ſheweth the 
reaſon, ſaying, The naturall 
man bath ſuch a mind as can- 
not vnderſtand the things of 
God, and ſuch a will as is not 
ſubiett to the law of God, nor 
indeed can be. How then can 


the 
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God according to the right 
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the minde conceiue how, ot 
for what to pray ? And how 
can the will frame the facul- 
ties of vtterance and other 
divine affections? How can 
it frame it ſelfe to pray vnto 


rule preſcribed - vnto vs by 
God? ſeeing that this exer- 
ciſe is ſacred, holy & ſpiritu- 
al. & the mind & wil altoge- 
ther carnall & profane, And 
therfore al the praiers which 
natural men make in the ha. 
bite ofthe olde man, do not 
onely not profic them, but 
turn rather vnto a curſe then 
a bleſſing vnto them. What 
man is hee then knowing 
this, will lie (tf in his natural | 
corruption and ignorance, 
having the way laide out 
before him, the meancs of 
direction offered him, the 

promiſe 
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promiſe made vnto him,and 
the reward aſſured him? 
the way is Chriſt, the dire - 
is in that way is the word, 
the promiſe is to receiue 
what wee aske, and the te- 
ward is life eternall: the way 
is ſtraight , the direction 
plaine, the promiſe iuſt, the 


{reward = In earihly 


affaires there is a continuall 
common emulation who 
may grow greateſt, wiſeſt, & 
moſt actions , Whoſe beſt 
reward is but a vaniſhing 


are wee to ſee and ſuffer all 
men to outſtrip ys in ſpiritu- 
all things, and our ſelues to 
— 2 loth to goe 
forward in diuine duties; as 
tre wantlike ſchollars with il 
wil, and dy compulſion pre- 
pare them to the op 

e 


ſhadow, How fooliſh then 
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£ - haye enquired what the 
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Hee then that may and will 
not endeuour to attaine vn- 
to diuine knowledge by the 
word, and thereupon, name- 
ly vpon the promiſes of God 
made therein, to builde a 
= aſſuranceof Gods ne- 
uer-fayling goodneſſe to 

wards him; and in that faith 
will not ſeeke God in all his 
occaſions, by continuing 


prayer; is neyther worthy to 
haue the promiſes perfor- 
medynto him, ofthe.good 
things of this life, nor of the 
life to come, Let vs there- 
fore learn to deny our ſelues, 
and endeuour to ſubdue our 
owne wills, and wholly to 
ſubiect them to the will of 
God; ſo ſhall wee neuer vn- 

dertake, conſult, determine, 
or conclude any action, vntil 


will] 
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ned in the divine duetie of 


Fr 


— 


will ot God is therein, by 
faithfull prayer. 


Cu A. XI, 


The neglelt of the cummuni.. 
cating with God in prayer, 
i the cauſe that many run 
headlong to their e ru- 
ine, ſeekingwhat they need 
in a wrong conrſe, not fee. 
ling their - owne ſpiritual 


wants. 


"He want of holy ſearch 
& deſite to be enlight. 
praier, and to bee directed 
therein, is the cauſe that ſo 
many men runne headlong 
into their owne ruine, in 


raſhly enterpriſing that, 
God, which they in naturall 


without cõmunicating with] , 


reaſon] . 


1 — _ * & 
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to their high contentment; 
asin waking choiſe of reli 
gion, the higheft point of di- 
uine wifedome; in chooſing 
a wiſe, and the like. The She- 
ekemites without conſulting 
with God tooke vpon them 
the ſeale of the couenant, 
which was a true note, truly 
taken of the true children of 
God; but becauſe they took 
it to a carnall end, What re- 
ward they had, appeateth 
Gen. 34. So did vimon the 
Magictan couet ſpitituall 
gifes, to vie them to carnall 
ends :and the like doe they 
that to obtaine corporall 
maintenance, and to be ſree 
from ſome calamitie, raſhly 
& without conſulting with 
God (by learning his word 
and by prayer) thruſt them- 


ſelues 


reaſon conceiue will prooue |- 


| 


. 


2 


| A Load-ſlarre | 
ſelues into the Romane Ca- 
| tholike, or into any other 
| falle Religion, = „to in- 
trude into the proteſſion of 
the true Religion, for the te- 
ſpects aboueſaid, and not in 
a feeling of diuine loue to 
the ſpirituall effects it work- 
eth, to Gods glory and their 
ou ne comfort ; is not onely 
not to be ttuly religious, but 
vnder the cloake ho reli- 
gion to be indeed a profane 
Atheiſt. God commands vs 
not to cõtract marriage but 
vpon due dcliberation and 
conlideration, & forbids to 
contract with any of a falſe 
Religion, ſack; and 1acob 
fearing and obeying the li- 


ving Cod, ſought: their 
wiues , not by worldly ad 
uice,* but therein to be dire- 


Red by God, And to that 
en 
——— —— — 


—— — mme 


* 
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end did Abrahams ſeruant 
pray vnto the Go p of his 
Maſter Abraham, that hee 
might bee guided by ſome 
diuincinſtin& how to chuſe 
a wife for his Maſters ſonne, 
and all things ſucceeded vn- 

E him beyond natutall rea- 
| fon, But Eſa» contrari'y , 
without conſulting with 
God, or cõmunicating with 
his parentytooke him wiues 

of the Gentiles, a profane & 
irreligious people, ſuch as 
(for the Iewes to contract 
matrimonie withall) was an 
abhomination. Prayer or 
conſultatiõ with God is the 
beſt, but the laſt worke; of 
chicfeſt, but of leaſt regard 
in this age in moſt capitall 
cauſes, and of greateſt con- 
ſequence. And therefore the 
moſt of them ſucceed to the 


„ —— „ 


| 


—— — 
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perpetual trouble and griefe 
of the parties. And that 
which hath been ſaid of the 
former two , namely of the 
choiſe of Religion and a 
wife, may h6ld for, and in all 
other matters belonging to 
the life and gouernement of 
man in this life, efpeciallyin 
the election of ſome funQi- 
on or calling in Church or 
Common-weale y wherein 
experience maketh manifeſt 
that little or no conſcience 
is made to craue direction 
from God: but according as 
the profeſſion or myſterie 
ſeemeth likely to proue pro- 
fitable or diſcommodious,is 
the defire made the more 
hote or cold. But to conſi- 
der how it may ſtand with 
Gods greateſt glorie, & our 
moſt comfort and fpirituall 


con- |, 


er — — — 


* 


— 


to ſp iritu iſl life. 


content ment it is the laſt 
matter thought vpon: they 
beginne at the wrong fend 
they firſt ſeek the world and 
worldly things, and then as 
leifure will ſerue, they will 
ſeeke heauen & holy things, 
where we ſhould ſeeke hea- 
ue 1and the kingdom there- 
of firſt, and then by diuine 
promiſe,all things els ſhold 
be adminiſtred vato vs. But 
the reaſon why ſom men are 
ſo backward in feeking 
God, to bee guided by him 
in theſe high occaſions, may 
ſeeme to grow from a con- 
ceir, that if they ſhould vn- 
folde their defires to God, 
who ſeeth all their hidden 
and polliticke equiuocati- 
e would find that their 
outward ptayets to him, and | 


their inward hearts towards 


him, 


1 


; 


2 
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him, would appeate ſo farre 
vnlike, as he would haue no 
re ſpect vnto their offerings: 
and therefore couet rather 
to conceale their counſailes 
from God. and climbe vp to 
the obtaining of their high 
purpoſes,by the ſcale of their 
owne deuiſes, ſaying in their 
hearts, How doth he know it ? 
T how foole ; if thy heart con- 
dewne thee i not God greater 
then thy heart, and knoweth al 
things? But if thy heart con 
demne thee not, thou haſt then 
boldneſſe towards God, Ifthen 
thou have boldneſſe, thou 
mayeſt freely repaire to the 
Throng of bis grace; and as 
He hath communicated vnto 
vs all his counſaile, ſhall we 
bee ſcrupulous to let him 
know ours ? What is it that 


the pooreſt and baſeſt ſee-" 


L.A 


ming . 1 
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ming childe of God, may 
not —_y ſpeake vnto him? 
Who of the ancient godly 
fathers did not 4 
their own iqpperfectiõ ? Pe- 
ter blulheck not to acknow- 
ledge the deniall of his Ma- 
ſer with bitter teares: Da- 
#id was not aſhamed not 
onely to confeſſe, but to in- 
toll the acknowledging of 
his ſins with his owne hand, 
rothe end that all his godly 
poſteritic might learne, not 
to hide their faults from 
God, but to make them 
| knowne to men. S. Paul like- 
wiſe thought it not any diſ- 

aragement to his credite 
— an Apoſtle, that Hee 
Was mas ſolde vnder ſinne 


| 


than, that bee did what hee 


that hee was buffeted of Sa. | 


— — 


We ought to 
vnſolil our 
imperſecli- 
ons to God, 
yea,and to | 
men v pon 


occaſton. 


| would not, and could not doe 


— 


what| | | 
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what he would. None divine- 
ly eni;ghrned by rafting of 
and beleeving the good 
word of God, that euer co- 


Tucred to conceale their im- 


perſections from God, kno 

wing & aſſuring themſelues 
chat he is mercitull , and for- 
giueth the ſinnes of the true- 
ly penitent. Againſt thee, a- 
gamft thes onely ( ſaith Da- 
wid) I haue ſinned, and done e- 
will in thy fight. Hee was a 
great King, choſen after 
Gods one heart; yet not 
aſhamed to acknowledge a 


much feated to offend as the 
moſt dutifull child the moſt 
tern and ſeuere father, and 
therefore was bold, with the 
conſeſſion of his finnes to 
ioyne prayer for the temiſſi- 
on thereof, and obtained it. 

1 


greater King, whomhee as 


__ 
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I am but duſt and aſhes, faith 
Abraham : 1 am not. worthy 
the leaſt of Gods merciex, 
faith [aceb:my fathers houſe 
(faith Gideon) is the leaſt of 
all Iſrael: I am not worthie 
(faith S. Paul) to bee called | 
an Apoſtle, yea, he confeſſed | 
himſelſe the chieteſt of all | 
finners. Theſe examples of | 
humilitie may be preuayling | 
motiues to moue vs to imi- 
tate them, and to beware | 
thow wee follow their con- j 
traries, in pride, as Naba. | We ef 
chadnex cer, Senacherib , — 
Pharaoh, and ſuch like imps | the moſt ar- 
of inſolencie; who althogh reg. 
| they were Kings of greateſt 
greatnes, & we the meaneſt 
of men, yet if wee imbrace 
not humilitie wee may bee 
found as hautie as the hauti- 
0 eſt of them. For they had 
1 | their 


— 
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their pride but according to 
the meaſure of their great- 
neſſe, and ſo may the mea. 
neſt exceed in pride beyond 
the meaſure of his beſt 
means. They thought them- 
ſelues nor onely not inferi- 
our, but equall, nay about 
God in power,and therefore 
had none aboue them to o- 
bey, and conſequently,none 
to whom they were bound 
to pray. And hoſoeuet ex- 
alteth himſelfe aboue that 
which he is, be he the high- 
eſt or the baſeſtamong men, 
hee equalizeth the proudeſt 
of the former in their vnli- 
mited defires. For, as the 
former rebellious Poten- 
tates banded themſelues a- 
gainſt Cod, in their impious 
blaſphemies; and as Ni- 


rod threatned to ſcale the |, 


| 


heauens & þ 
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heauens by his haughtie Ba- 
bel: fo no deubr but the 
meaneſt proud man, that 
ambitiouſſy aduanceth his 
heart aboue that which in- 
deed he is, and to attain vn- 
to heauen without obedi- 
ence and prayer vnto God; 
hee is as high a rebell in his 
heart as eyther Nabuchad- 
ne dr, Senacherib, or Pha- 
raoh, and his reward in the 
wrath of God ſhall be as 
great as was theirs 
or Nimrod. 


e 
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Murtbereus hearts, hautimes, 
and pride may lurke under 
the habit of aut ward ham- 


bleneſſe. 
M2 ſuch rancke and 

rebellious ſpirits walk 
in the habite of outward 
humblenefle, as that Domi- 
nu Deminantium, that calls 
himſelfe Scruus ſernorum 
Dei: hee that ſaith he is the 
ſernant of t he ſernants of Cod, 
and yet Antichriſtianlike en- 
deuouts to ſet vp and ſup- 
plant Princes. And his Vo- 
taries of pouertie and volun- 
taric beggerieʒ ate not many 
of them fit and inclinable to 
any impious and moſt trea- 
ſonable actions ? how haue 
their handes (in ſhew lifted | 
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hy 


vp towards heauen) bin im- 
brued in the bloud of Prin- 
ces in the earth? If their co- 
| uert and concealed workes 
of darknes were diſcouered, 
if their infernall ſtratagems 
were reuealed, and their de- 
fires knowne to mortal men 
as they are found out, and 
ſeene by God; they could 
not appeare but meere mon- 
ſters, ſuch as was Balthazer, 
the murtherer of the Prince 
of Orange, the Frier, & that 
miſcreant Rewaliack, that 
foiled their fiſts in the bloud 
of the ewo laſt Kings of 
France: and yet had euety 
of them his pretenceof great 
deuotion, in attempting and 
perpetrating theſe capital 
villanies: They pray, t 
recejue their — — 
haue promiſe of, & they be- 
F 3 fene 


4 


——— 
8 


leeue to bee regiltred and 
canonized among theSaints 
in heauen, and yet fellow. 
murtherers with Judas, with 
whom they ſhall partake 
their euerlaſting reward, 
without more ſerious for. 
row, and truer repentance 
for cheir villanies, then any 
of them ſeemed at their 


deaths to profeſſe. Aretheſe |. 


the inſtruments that are vſed 
by the Pope, the pretended 
Vicar of Chriſt, to ſupport 
his humble ambition, and 
ambitious humblenes ? Muſt 
theſebe the Axes and Ham- 
mersto cut and break down 
Princes, and to confound 
Kings and Kingdomes, not 
concurring With his vſurped 
Antichtiſtian inſolencie ? 
Where is then the eſſect of 
their great penance , much 


faſting, 


Pa 


| 


| 


| 
' 
[ 
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faſting, mauy praiers,and in- 


finit ſectaries, and their de- 
uotions ? Are theſe their 
meri:orious workes > Can» 
not they defend their Anti. 
chriſtian ſuperſtitions with- 
out the murthering of Gods 
owne annointed ? without 
treaſons, rebellions, maſla- 
cres, & — of bloud? 
Who doth not then abhorte 
their impietics ? And who 
obſerueth the leaſt of theſe 
committed by any true 
member of that Church; 
which this malignãt Church 
holdeth hereticall? And yet 
all men ſec how it hath been 
defended from all their di- 
uelliſh complotments, by no 
other meanes but by faith in 
God, and prayer to God, 
Haue not their moſt helliſh 
attempts many pretences of 
Fg _ abe- 


a 
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a holy beginning? A ſet cõ- 
uocation of preaching and 
prayer, impoſition of hands, 
— of helpes, conioy- 
ning of forces, and whatſoe- 
uer elſe may ſerue to the per- 
petration of any bloudie a- 
ction. Iftheſe moſt impious 
conſorts enterpriſe not their 
wicked acta, but in the ſhew 
of calling mutually on God, 
were it not a ſhame to pro- 


feſſed Chriſtians to attempt 


any matter law full, of grea- 
teſt moment, without tauch 
of any conſideration of the 
neceſſitie or vtilitie of faith- 
fullprayer ? If che children 
of dai keneſſe can point out 
their more then heatheniſh 
attempts by the outward 
tokens and termes of deuo- 
tion to their aſſured con- 
demnation ; what will be. 

a come 


—_ 
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come of cold Chriſtians that 

ſo little regard the holy duty 

| of prayer in all their actions, 
to their ſoules ſaluation? 


CAP. XIII. 
Emery faubfull Chriftian fin- 
deth comfort in prater :the 
weplett whereof admit. 


many enils, 


V Ho is that faithfull 

Chriſtian that hath 
practiſed this holy exerciſe, 
and hath not found comfort 
| ro his conſcience, and helpe 
in his occaſions > Whoſoe. 
uer findeth the continuance 
of inward vexation of the 
mind, let the cauſe ariſe from 
ſpirituall or corporall occa- 
ſions, he may aſſe te himſelt 
it proceedeth, moſt ordiva- 


| =. rily 
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rily atleaſt, from his ſeldom 
or neuer praying vnto God. 
Gricfe oftentimes .procu- 
reth teares, which ſeem ſom- 
thing to aſſwage the ſor- 
row : but it is(as it were) the 
flacking of the band that 
gripes the wound too hard : 
but teares paſſing from the 
heart through liuely prayer, 
doe not onely caſe the griefe 
for a while, but heale ic alto- 
gether; and keep the woun- 
ded parts ſound, ſo long as 
the plaſter of true prayer 
is applied, with faith there- 
unto. The teates that wee 
ſpend muſt bee ſpent before 
God, who hath promiſed to 
receiue them as they falfrom 
alively feeling heart, and to 
put them in the bottle of his 
temẽbrance, teſeruing them 
as witneſſes of our ttue re- 
pentance; 
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ſorrow whereof we ſhedde 
them, may be waſhed away 
by the bloud of Chriſt, and 
not to riſe vp in iudgement 
againſt vs. And theſe teares 
are of themſelues as ſo many 
petitions vnto God, who 
hath bound himſelfe by pro- 
miſe to regiſtet them, as ſo 
many preuayling requeſts ; 
wherby he giues oftentimes 
what inwardly we deſire, as 
ſoone as the firſt ceare falls 
from a broken and contrite 
heart. David affirmeth that 
God pardoned his finne as 
ſoone as he had any motion 
to craue it, God requireth 
not our prayers becauſe hee 
hath neede of them, as a ſer- 
vice beneficiall or profitable 
vnto him; but becauſe wee 
having neede of his graces 


pentance; that the ſinnes, in 
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and bleſſings, and that hee 
loueth vs in his beloued ſon 
hee willeth vs to pray vnto 
him for euery ſpirituall and 
cotporall bleſſing. And al- 


—— 


though it be true, that hee 
knoweth wherof we hane need, 
yet in common reaſon, hee 
that wanteth and diſdaines 
to aske, he is not worthy to 
receiue that whereof he hath 
neede, 


— —-—¾ 


Cnae. XIV. 

The moſt happie men inthe 
world are they that moſt 
often communicate with 
God in prayer; and not the 
mot glorious worldly men, 
whoſe miſerie is to come 
and what conſolation re- 
maineth for the godly, 

T5. men that haue grea- 


— — 


ne ſſe 


teſt ſhewes of happi- | m* 


_—_— KS. 
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neſſe in this life , ate not the 
bleſſedſt men; but the poor 
in ſpitit, that haue their con- 
tinuall recourſe vnto God, 
they that communicate of- 
ten with, and truly pray vn- 
tohim, althogh their ęſtates 
bee neuer ſo vnpleaſant to 
fleſh and bloud, yet theirs is 
the promiſe of this life and 
the life to come. 

The Church of Corinth in 
the b: ginning conſiſted, as 
appeareth for the mol! part, 
of the pooreſt and meaneſt 
of the people, and ſuch as 
appeared to the world fools 
and Idiots ; and they that 
ſcemed more wiſe, mare 
mightie & more noble, were 
leſt out of the number of 
them that were called. Yet 
God preferred not the baſe 
in the world before the no- 
ble 


| 


| 
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The moſt 

loriuus in 
the world 
ot 4 1 
mies the 
moſt goa. 
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ble, to make them proud of 
their calling, but that they 
might be conſtrained, as it 
were, to reioyce in the Lord, 


he! whoſe mercie they had 
0 


tained in Chriſt wiſedom 
and all things neceſlarie to 
faluation, before the more 
glorious in the world, al- 
though they were the moſt 
baſe aud abiect of all others 
and to moue them ſo much 
the morereadily & willing- 
ly to ſetue God in thanke- 
fulneſſe and prayer, to teſli- 
fie their loue to him for his 
mercies towardsthem. And 
heavily it will befall them, 
who having teceiued ſo ma- 
ny bleſſings at Gods hands, 
areno Whit the more moued 
to loue him: and ſo man 
threats for their it 
and ingratitude, and yet not 


moued 


_ 
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moued to feare him, Will 
they not bee drawne then 
from their deceiuing vani- 
ties? will they rather then 
for leſſe then an apple or a 
meſſe of pottage, diſclaime 
their birth-rights, and looſe 
that Kingdome and Crown 
ſo dearely pnrchaſed for the 
faichfull? Nay, were the loſſe 
of it all, it were not ſo horti. 
ble. If a man miſsing ot the 
good promiſed , could a. 
void the dangers threatned, 
it would ſomthing mitigate 
the deſpayring conſcience, 
and caſe the troubled mind, 
If after deaththere were nei 

ther life nor death, if a man 
might baue no bceing, nor 
fee] or endure tormẽt, thogh 
he had no comfort; it were a 
kinde of eaſe to the carnal} 
mind,thatknoweth no other 


heauen 


| 
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heauen then the profits and 
pleaſures of this life, nor fea- 
reth other hell then the mi- 
ſerie, penurie, and afflictions 
of the ſame. But the caſe is 
otherwiſe ; they that miſſe 
the kingdome of heauen by 
notbelecuing the promiſe of 
God, by not praying vnto 
God for direction in the 
courſe of their lives, may al- 
ſure themſelues, thogh they 
ſeeme not yet to beleeue it, 
that there remaines for them 
and attends them , the God 
of darkeneſſe, and the An- 
gels of horror and torment, 
And therefore they that are 
wiſe in Chriſt, enlightned 
with the ſanctifying ſpirit of 
God, obſerue 4 difterence 
between finne and ſanctity, 
betweenethe carnall and the 
ſpirituall,berweene the __ 
an 
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: and the new man, and finde 


that the pleaſing vanities of 
this life,and the reioycing of 
the worldly minded haue no 
ſolid or ſound aſſurance of 
continuance , no not for a 
day; and after commeth the 
ſeueritie of judgement. But 
the ſpirituall man, vndetgo- 
ing with patience the bittet 
miſeties incident to a religi- 
ous and godly life ; conſide- 
reth that the continuance of 
it is but a ſpanne long : and 
there attendeth him mercie 
and conſolation perpetuall. 
And therfore beareth he the 
yoake without grudging , 
ſpending his time, not in 
wantonneſſe and chambe- 
ring, not in vanities and car- 
nal pleaſures; but in all tem- 
perance and humbleneſſe of 
minde : neuer ſo cheered, 
neuer 


The true 
comfort of a 
Chriſlian, 
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neuer ſo full of conſolation 
and alacritie as when hee is 
hearing God fpeake vnto 
him by bis word, as by prea- 
ching or hearing of the 
ſame: and finding himſelſe 
truely and aptly prepared, 
and zealouſly exerciſed in 
the moſt holy dutie ofpraicr 
and heauenly meditations, 
wherein hee ſpeaketh vnto 
God, This is his comfort, 
herein are his ioyes, and no- 
thing is ſo ſweete vmo him 
as heauenly continuall con- 
templation; whereby hee 
paſſeth by boththe pleaſures 
and penurie of this life, as 
things of that weakeneſſe to 
moue loue to the one , or 
feare of the other ; as hee re- 
ſpeRs them not, but placeth 
all his affections on God, 
with whom he knoweth {= 

| is. 


_—_ SC. 


| 
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1 


— 
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his prayers doe at all times 
ſo farre preuaile, as at what 
time ſocuer he arketb, hee re- 
ceineth ; whenſorner beeſeck- 
eth he findeth ; and whenſoe. 
wer he knocketh he is admitted 
into the preſence of God, Aud 
whatſoeuer miſery befalleth 
| him in this life, hee feeleth it 
I not ſo vnſauotie to himſelfe 
las other men conceiue it, 
fſchat beholde and obſerue ir 
| in him. As our Saujourtold 


his Diſciples that hee had 


| |meate to cate Which they 
knew not of; ſo hath euetie 
ſanctiſied & regenerate mau 
comfort that carnall men 
know notof; which giueth | © 
him ſuch ſweete feeling of 
preſent happineſſe, through 
the aſſurance of his future 
promiſed glorie, that he ſee- 


mech through _— | 
. ot 
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Phil. 4. C. 


| 


of his conſolations, rapt as it 
were alreadie out of this 
earthly Tabernacle,into the 
heauen of heauens, where he 
hath his converſation in the 
ſpirit with Cod, though hee 
corporally cemaine in this 
inferiour world. 


1— 
—_ — —— 


Cnay, XV, 
True contentment, not gotten 
nature but by grace, 
which producet h prayer, t he 
onely meane to obtaine all 


good. 


2 cõtentmẽt none 
can attaine vnto by his 
owne naturall powers: and 
therefore there is a ſpirituall | 
meaneto be vſed forthe ob · 
tayning thereof, which the 


Apoſtle teaches, ſaying; Ler- * 


your | * 


— 


— 
—— <D — 
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your requeſts be ſhewed unte 
72 in prayer. And, Who ſo 


| of God which giueth to al men 
liberally, and reprocheth no 
man, and it ſhall be ginen bim. 
| This wiſedome is not the 
wiſedome of the world, but 
the knowledge how, when, 
and what to ask,to conform 
vs to the likenes of him that 
hath begotten vs anew, who 
hath left vs an example, that 
wee ſhould follow as deare 
children. If then we be the 
children of Gad,& Co-heirs 
with him of that heauen] 
Kingdom; ſhal we not with 
him walke as becommeth 
children of ſuch a father ? 
Shal our head weepe and la- 


ſuffer for our tranſgteſſions? 
and ſhall wee laugh and re- 


joyce 


acketh wiſedome, let him 4 


ment for our ſinnes? Shall be 


| 


1. Pet. 2.1. 


E pb. 5. 1. 
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ioyce in the vanities of this 
life,and yet think to partake 
with Chriſt of his purchaſed 
Kingdome? Hach he ſo farre 
purchaſed for vs, as we need 
neyther ſuffering nor pati- 
ence, faith nor prayer? Shall 
we think our ſelues like that 
vnſpotted Lambe of God, 
and yet defil e our bodies & 
ſoules by committing ſinne 
vpon fin? How can we then 
come ynto out father which 
is in heauen , where no pro- 
fane thing can haue any be- 
ing? If God heareth not ſin- 
ners, Where ſhall the ſinfull 
mans — appeare? And 
how can he haue his conuer. 
fation in heauen, as S. Paxl 
had, or walke with God, as 
Henoch did, whoſe ſoule and 
ſpitituall part, which ought 
to aſcend by the wings of 


faith 


mn: — 


8 


faith towards heauẽ, is preſ- 
ſed downe by a moſt vgly 
and filthy dunghill the bo 
die, clogged with the maſſe 
of ſinne? Caſt off therefore 


all carnall and yncleane affe- 


ions, purifie & clenſe your | 
hearts by lively repentance, | 
that the ſaving bloud of the 
Lambe being ſprinkled vp- | 
on the dore poſts of our be- 


10 of God may enter, and 


leeuing hearts, the holy ſpi- 


teach our ſpirits rightly to 
crye Abba father, So ſhall 
wee apprehend that ſacred 
—_— grace, that ſhall 
breede this moſt ſweet and 
heauenly change, namely, to 
make vs of the children of 
wrath the children of loue, 
of the children of diſgrace 
the childrẽ of glorie; which 


ge is not, nor can be 
where 
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where faith failerh : which 
faith is not obtained in re- 
ſpcR of our prayers, orary 


| deſert of our ſelues, but only 


and altogether of the free 
fauor and good will of God 
in Chriſt, in wh6,for whom, 
and by whom we haue pro- 
miſe to obtaine the fulneſſe 
of ſpirituall contentment. 


Cnar, XVI. 


God being wiſedome it ſelfy, 

knowes bow to deal with vs 
| for our beſt aduantage and 
| bicown glorie, which aboxe 


all things wee u refþeft 
in all aur prayers, 

* being wiſedome it 

ſelfe, knoweth better 

then we what is fi-teÞ ſot vs 

to receive, and for lum to 


8 


; 1 — — 
— — 
" 
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giue; in both which his glo- 
rie muſt goe with our de- 
lifes, as it will of neceſſitie 
in his giuing. And if wee 
ſeeke not his glory in all out 
demands, — the or- 
der preſcribed, namely, to 
doe all to the glorie of God: 
much more then ſhould our 
prayers, which are che high. 
eſt ſeruice wee can doe vnto 
God, tend to the honour of 
his Maieſtie, beyond the de- 
fire of ſupply in our one 
neceſſities; and that is in 
making our prayers vnto 
him, to be confident that he 
is iuſt, and will accotdiug to 
his promiſe ſatisſie our iuſt 
defires, ſo farre as may bee 
moſt for our benefite, For 
we cannot truly iudge what 
is moſt expedient for vs: we 


may as ke for, and think chat . 
D beſt 


—— > ys — 
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beſt for vs, which God in his 
wiſedom knoweth moſt in- 
conuenient; and that to bee 
hurefull& euill for vs, which 
hee ſeeth to be moſt for our 
good. It is therefore agree- 
able to the right rule oftrue 
faith, to ſubiect our wills to 
the wil of God, and to frame 
all our petitions according 
tothe ruleof his word, which 
teacheth vs to aske corporal 
things, with condition that 
he be pleaſed there with, and 
ſpirituall & heauenly things 
as the graces of the ſpirit, 
with a full aſſurance to re- 
ceiue. And the more con- 
ſtant and earneſt we be, and 
Godibeſt | rhe more we preſſe God to 
pleaſedwith| give them, ſo much the 
—— more it — him: a8 to 
. . importune him to giue vs 
1 power to mortiſie our cor 
rupe! 


rupt affections to kill ſinne, 
both in our harts and mem- 
bers , to begge the increaſe 
of faith, obedience, loue to- 
wards God and our neigh- 
bours, peace in our ſelues 
and with all men. patience in 
ſuffering Gods corrections, 
gentleneſſe, meekeneſſe, 
remperance, To aske theſe 
abſolutely and conflantly,is 
pleaſing vnto God, is accep- 
table vnto him: wherein yet | 
we are to beware that wee 
aske not ſpirituall gifts to 
carnal ends, as did Sen the 
Magician; but to Gods glo- 
rie, as Sa/owen asked wiſe» 
dome. For the holy Scrip- | 
tures teach ys, that God ſuf- 
fereth many profane men to 
vſurpe ſpiritual functions, as $ 
preaching,prophecying,and} 
ne out Diuels, to whom 
G yer 


_— 
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yet God will lay, Depart 
from me, I know you not, The 
like may be ſaid of praying, 
namely, of meere babling 
with the tongue without the 
conſent of a feeling & faith 

full heart, And in all theſe 
to ſhew more outward ſin 
cetitie then to haue inward 
ſanctity, is meete hypocriſie. 


condly, the promiſe, 


Crnay. XVII. 


Three principall motines to 
ſtirre wp men to pray ,wher- 
of the chiefeſt « neceſcitie, 
1 bee three ptinci- 
pall motiues to ſtitre vp 
Chriſtians to prayer ; firlt, 
; Gods commandement, Pray 
continually, 1. Theſſ. 5. 17. (e- 


ſhall receine Matth.7,7 


4 
— 


rr Go ww or  Þ 


— 


to fo 


2wne neceſzities; and they 
are infinite, Daniel prayed 
o be preſerued among the 
Lyons ; the three children 
j õ the fire; Hezthiah from 
death; Jonah to bee dcliue- 
red from the bowels of the 
Whale: Saſauna to be freed 
from the vniuſt accuſation 
of the laſciuious and falſe 
ludges; Dauid to be deliue- 
red from the malice of Sau. 

Neceſiite hath ſo manie 
branches, as men are ſubiect 
to ſcuerall dancers , which 
are infinit : and therefore a 
motiue of great force; and 
yet without Gods aſsiſtance 
they can obtain no eaſe, For 
the morea man ſtrugleth to 
free himſelfe from any dan» 
ger by his owne power, hee 


entargleth himſelſe ſo much 
G 2 the 


| 


third and laſt motiue is our 
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Neceſſitie 
hath many 
branches, 
and man 
bath no pe- 
wer to bely 


any 


himſelfe in | 


— — _  c- 8 
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the more, as the Flic in the 
Spiders web, and the Bird in 
the net: fot of his one na- 
turall inclination he hath no 
more means to free himſelf, 
be hee rich, befriended or 
ſtrong, then hath the beaſt 
that periſheth. And there- 
fore God, to helpe his infir- 
mitie, hath louingly willed 
him to come vnto him, with 
a promiſe to helpe him: 
whichif God had not pro- 
miſed, man could neuer haue 
conceiued by his carnall vn- 
derſtanding, that there had 
beene any hel e in any inui- 
ſible power. If God, with the 
precept of prayin g continu- 


ally, had not made a coue- 
nant toheare and graunt our 
requeſts, wee ſhould have 
held it a needleſſe and an vn- 
profitable worke to pray. 

Aud 


8 
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And did wee not beleeue 
Gods promiſes to be Tea & 
Amen, what neceſſitie could 
moue vs to tepait vnto him? 
for without beleeuing the 
promiſes we could haue no 
hope to obtaine, and conſe- 
quently no deſire to pray. 
He then that obeyes not the 
precept, to pray, breakes the 
law of obedience : hee that 
belieues not the promiſe can 
not aske in faith; and con- 
ſequently the vnbelee- 
uer obtains not, be- 
cauſe he asketh 
amiſſe. 


N 
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CAF. XVIII. 


The force of faith what it ts, 
and the effects of it; and 
how dangerous a thing it is 
to faint, 


Vch is the force and ef- 

feR of faith, as without it 
nothing can be obrained at 
the handes of God by pray- 
er, It is therefore neceſla 
for men to know what faith 


S. Pauls exhortation to the 
Hebrewes, who declareth 
that Faith is the ground of 
thmgs which are hoped for, 
and the enidence of things 
which are not ſeen, By which 
definition it appeareth, that 
the office of faith (if | may 
ſo ſay) is to repreſent things 
vnto our apptehenſiõ which 

Irc 


is; which they may learn by 


* — 
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are not ſeene; & yet in con- 
fidence to appeare as if they 
alrcadie were for ſuch : and 
ſopiercing are the beleeuers 
eyes, as they behold the 
things which they hope for 
through the clouds & milts 
of all difficulties, This did 
molt lively appeare in the 
faith ofthe Centurion, who 
defired Chriſt to heale his 
ſeruant; requiring nothing 
of Chriſt towards the cure 
but to ſpeake the word only 
and his ſeruant ſhould bee 
whole: and it came inftant- 
ly to paſſe as hee beleeued. 
Such, and greater was the 
faith of Abraham in leauing 
his Countrey of Chaldz, to 
come to Canaan at the cõ 
mandement of God : as allo 
in offering his ſonne, in who 
the promile was made, Ma- 
64 ny 


—_ 


The wider- 
full eſfefis 
of fauth,and 
bow it fares 
with them 
that fant. 
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ny examples ate in holy 
Scriptures, writtE by the ho- 
ly Ghoſt, and left vnto po- 
ſterities, to encourage Chri- 
ſtians ſo to depend on Gods 
promi ſes, as not to doubt of 


good ſueceſſe in molt deſpe- 


rat caſes; but to reſt ſo fully 
aſſured that the euent ſhall 
fall out to the beſt, as it hee 
alteadie felt and enioyed the 
ſame. 

Wonderfull things haue 
beene done by the hands of 
God, through the firm faith 
and faichfull prayer of his 
children, As long as Moſes 
held vp his hands & prayed, 
the Iſraelites for whom hee 
2 — but when 

e fainted, the Philiſtims, a- 
_ whom he prayed, had 
the better, Aslong as Peter 
beleeued Redfaſtly,he walk- 

ed 
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ed ſteadily ypon the waters: 
but when through a ſmall 
gale of wiade he beganne to 
wauer in his faith, to ſtagger 
berweene confidence and 
teare,he ſunke, Wherein we 
may note the force and frail- 
tie of the faith ofthe deareſt 
children of God, who beleue 
conſtantly as long as all} 
things goe well with them: 
but when a little tempeſt of 
croſſes and afflidtions ariſe, 
they beginne to faint, [acob 
although he had the imme- 
diat promiſe, as at the mouth 
of God himſelfe after his 
wreſtling, that he ſhold pre- 
uaile with men : when hee 
heard that Eſa» was com- 
ming to meete him with a 
band of men, he was ſtriken 
with an extraordinaty feare, 


leſt he ſhould haue been vt- 


G 5 rerly 


130 


A Loid-ſtarre 


—— 


— — 


terly overthrown, his wiues 
and children. They therfore 
that ſtand, be they neuer ſo 
confident in proſperitie, 
oughtto take heed they bee 
not foiled in the time of ad- 
uerlitie through feare : for 
the beſt are ſubicR to diſ- 
truſt God when a little trou- 
ble aſſaileth them. And yet 
wee find by many examples 
of godly men, that vpon de- 
liberat meditatiõ they wade 
through the moſt hard aſ- 
ſaults of whatſoeuer kinde : 
for contratie to their natu 

rall opinjons of doubtfull 
ſucceſſe, faith workes a moſt 
wiſhed iſſue, The children 
of Iſrael were in a moſt deſ- 
perat caſe, flying beforefuri- 
ous Pharob and his vnre ſiſt- 
able Hoſt, having oneyther 
hand vnacceſſible hills, = 


before | 
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before them an imp ſſable 
dea: ſo as if they looked be- 
fore them, thete was no hope 
in carnall reaſon to eſcape; 
if bzhinde them, the ſword 
was at their backes; if on ei- 
ther hand, they ſaw no eua- 
fon, Vet beholde the force 
and effect of faith, wherein 
Moſes the ſeruant of the 
Lord encoutagedthem, ſay- 
ing, Stand ſtill fare not, but 
bebald the ſaluation of the 
Lord this day, And ſo farre 
preuailed hee with GO 
through faith and prayer, as 
hee foreſaw the deſtruction 
of Phareh and all his Hoſt : 
inſomuch as he was bold to | 
iffitme before it came to 
paſſe, that this mighty Mo 
narch , and the multitude of 
his armed men, his hoi ſes & 
chariots that they then lav 
and 


— _ _— 


Prayer per- 
formcth 
greater 
things by 
weakeſt 

| meanes,and 
incredulitie 
treuenteth 
moſt ea ſie 
things. 
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and feared, they ſhould ſee 
all confounded before their 
eyes; which came to paſſe. 
The Lord(faith he) ſhall fight 
for you, therefore holde ye your 
peace, Exod. 14. 

Faithfull 5 is the 
ſtrongeſt meane by weakeſt 
inſtruments , to — 
things of greateſt difficulty, 
The wals of Iherico a ſtrong 
Citie, were throwne downe 
by no other ſenſible inſtru- 
ments then the ſound of 
Trumpets made of Rammes 
horaes, and the Citie and 
people ſurpriſed with a ſmal 
number of men. And there 
is nothing more oppoſit to 
the bringing of the greateſt 
and weightieſt things to 
paſſe then incredulity, which 


commonly proceedeth from | 


natural reaſon ; which many 


times 


—ͤ—ü—ü—ñ ̃ — ͤ— —— 
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times argueth impoſſibili- 
ty in poſſible, and poſſibility 
in impoſſible things: As that 
incredulous Samaritan be. 
uernor, who did ſo little be- 
leeue the Lords Prophet, 
foretelling plentie vnto di- 
ſtre ſſed Samaria, ſaw with 
his eyes the ſame thing corn 
to paſſe which hee thought 
impoſſible; and for his vn- 
beleefes ſake was not onely 
preuented of taſting of the 
bleſſing, but was troden 
to death by the 
preſſe of the 
people. 


Chap. 
* 
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Some among many preuail: 
by their fait hfull prayers 
for the reſt : and how God 
turneth the prayers of his 
te the beſt, though be gram 
not what they deſire : and 
how fooliſhly carnall men 
reaſon againſt Gods proni- 


ce, 


[ N cauſes publique , as in 
thetime of Warres,of Fa. 
mine, of Plague, or other 
common calamitie; ſhal we 
thinke that among a multi- 
tude there are not ſome, yea 
many that are faithfulthow- 
ſocuer many alſo bee eyther 
key-cold or luke-warme , 
whoGod reſpecteth not;yer 
the faith & obedience of the 
leſſer number by their pray- 


_ = ͤ @X oF T—ñ . ⅛Ü—¹m 


ers 
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ers often appeaſe God , and 
(if I may fo (:y) conſtraine 
him to hold his handes from 
puniſhing, and euen enforce 
him to extend his hand to 
relieue the whole fora part: 
which we mayobſetue, if we 
contide; the conference be- 
eweene God and Abraham 
touching Sodom; how God 
io juſtice is reacie to ſhewe 
mercie. Lan his houſe- 
hold and catcle proſpered 
for Jacobs ſake : and Poti. 
phers for Joſephs. And ther- 
fore wee cannot ſay but that 
the prayers of the faithful, be 
they of many. ſe w, or one, a- 
uatle much with God. And 
impietie it were to think the 
contrarie. And as God bleſ- 
ſeth, ſo hee puniſheth manic 
for one : as the whole Hoſt 
of Iſrael for the treſpaſſe of 

«eAchan: 
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eAchan : yet we cannot but 
conſeſſe, that God in his wiſ- 
dom oftentimes corcealeth 
his purpoſes of ſhewing 
mercie, or ſending iudge- 
ments, to make his deareſt 
children the more watchful, 
and more carneſt in prayer; 
and in more and more har. 
dening vnbelecuers hearts 
to their deeper condemna- 
tion: and oftendelayeth the 
— of the requeſts of 

is children, & giueth them 
in ſtead ſome other thing 
more fit, which they asked 
not. Heretayneth ſomtimes 
things neceſſary in our opi- 
nions,leſt we ſhold preſume 
too much vpon his _ 
in giuing corporall things; 
cron Ho — let = 


ſhould by the readie ſucceſſe 


build roo much ypon our 
vaine | 
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that we needed but to __ 


| 


to ee 


vaine vndetſtandings, as if 
we knew rightly what were 
good and what wereill, and 


and haue at the handes o 
God, what we would: 

It is enough for the moſt 
faichfull Chriſtian to lay 
downe his requeſt before 
God, to continue his oblati- 
on, and to waite and attend 
the leiſure of God, and teſt 
content with his holy diſ- 
penſation, aſſuring himſelſe 
that not one thing only, but 
all things what ſocuer fhall 
worke to the beſt te them that 
feare God, 

The faithfull man, often 
exerciſed in this diuine duty 
of prayer , cannot but ac- 
knowledge that things of- 
tentimes fall out better, and 


and 


„ to his comfort 


— 


It is enough 
for a chri- 
ftian to re- 
ferre the 
iſſue of bis 
petitions! 
unto God. 


Rom $. 


The faith- 
man 
exerciſed in 
prayer, fin- 
deth things 
ſucceed bet- 
ter then be 

expected. 


— A. 
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and true conſolatiõ then he 
required: not by chance (as 
many moſt fooliſhly con- 
ceiue) but by the meer mer. 
cie and prouidence of Cod; 
who as he granted voto Sa- 
lomon more then hee asked, 
ſo doeth hee euen in theſe 
dayes to his obedient chil. 
dren. And yet they cannot 
truely obſerue by any out- 
ward or viſible working 
how it ſhould ſo come to 
paſſe: no deuice of their 
own, nor inftrument of their 
owne procuring, working it 
to their handes. God railed 
Tonathantoloue Danid, and 
moued the Rauen to feed E. 
liab. 1 do my ſelſe acknow 

ledge Gods vnſearchable 
goodneſſe and prouidence 
to haue the chiefe place in 


the working of inffnit my| | 
| gdelive- 


— 


_ . 


| 
| 


: 
« 


0 
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dehueries from many dan- 
gers, and his relieuing me in 
many and infinit wants. And 
who ſo denieth that G o 
hath his working now, both 
in mercie and in iuſtice, be- 
yond the naturall courſe or 
operation of his creatures, 
for the good of his children 
and puniſhment of the wic- 
ked; hath neither ſpirituall 
vnderſtanding nor true faith. 
Such — there are, whom J 
haue heard to maintain that 
they can obſerue no diffe- 
rence betweene the reputed 
religious, and the ſuppoſed 
Atheiſt: fot they cannot ſee 
but either of theſe haue their 
fottunes alike : he that pray- 
eth hath no better, nor hee 
chat prayeth not the worſe 
ſhare in this life; whereby 
they taiſe an argument, that 


The groſſe 
9pinzon of 
ſome, who 
achnowledg 
no differtce 
between the 
godly and 
the wicked. 


all 


—— 


— - 
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all things ſucceed to all men 
at all aduenture. Let a reli- 
gious man( willing to moue 
a carnall man to ſerue God) 
tell him what happy and wi- 
ſhed ſucceſſe he bach had by 
his prayers to God, & what 
continuall comfotts he find. 
eth thereby ; how hee hath 
beene deliuered from appa- 
rent & iminent perils; how 
he hath bin prouided for in 
his greateſt wants; how hee 
— the things hee 
feared, and how all — 
worke to his good content- 
ment: will not the carnall 
man ſay, Tuſb, this befalls all 
men wit bout reſpelt of the ones 
vertu or the others vices? 
Will he not affirme that the 
Cattell, Corne, and all carth- 
ly bleſsings fall as well ypon 
t Drunkard,; Whoremon- 


ger. 


_ 


—{ 


— 
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er, Blaſphemer, and what- 
ocuer irreligious, as vpon 
the moſt zealouſly religious, 
and deuout perſon? And do 
they not hereby ſhew that 
in their hearts they ſay, that 
either there is no God , or 
that he is a God that maketh 
no difference betweene the 
ood and the euill, between 

the religious & profane, be- 
tweene the faithfull and the 
infidell? Vet indeede it can- 
not bee denied but God in 
mercie keepeth vnder his 
children whom he will ſaue, 
exerciſing them with father- 
ly croſſes, and gentle corre- 
ions, and in juſtice permit- 
teth the Reprobate to haue 
their portion in the fulneſſe 
of pleaſures and delights of 
this life, But who ſo obſer- 
ueth the ends of both, can- 


nor 
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not but ſce the catuell man 
leaue this life with horror, 
and his goods with griefe : 
and the other in peace; who 
expiring his laſt teath, re- 
commends his ſoule into the 
hands of God, aſpiring in a 
lively faith vnto the King- 
dome promiſed, with moſt 
holy and heauenly alactitie. 


LO CCS 
— — 11 


CARAT. XX. 


ceiueth of true happineſſe , 
whereby hee runnet h ints 
many abſurdities by the 
ſmggeſtion of Sat han. 


He ſortiſhnes of mans 
nature, and mans miſ- 
conceiving of good and evil 
things, is ſuch, as it thinketh 


The natural man miſcon. 


| nothing heauenly but rk 


_— 


ZZ —— —˙ w a gas pa, 


haue dominion ouer al men, 
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ſure and profit, nothing to 
befal by a divine prouidence 
but by chance, and the: fore 
they that pray or pray not 
ate equally rich, ftrong,wit- 
tie, healthfull, and alike hap- 
pie. Oh more then blind ig- 
norance,palpable Atheiſme, 
peruerting the harts of men, 
ſupplanting Religion, and 
quenching faith, conden- 
ning prayer the prop of all 
mens happines, which with- 


out faith zs yer of none ef- 


fe. i 
Infinit are the abſurdities 
whereinto ſuch as know not 
God plunge themſelues: for 
being once ledde out of the 
way , Which is Chriſt, they 
cannot but follow Sathan. 
For there are but two prin. 
cipall ſpirituall powers that 


and 


— 


143 


Men not 
fearing God 
run into 


many abſur- 
dlities, hy the 


ſuggeftion 


of Satban, 
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and they haue their ſeuerall 
Kingdomes, oppoſit as light 
and darkeneſſe, truth & falſ- 
hood, heauen and hell. And 
as their Dominions are ſpiri- 
tuall, ſo leade they their ſub· 
iects ſpiritually; the one by 
grace, to the performance of 
all ſpirituall dueties in hea- 
uenly obedience; the other 
by all poſſible illuſions, de- 
ceits, and ſpirituall wicked- 
neſſe in this corporall life. 
This latter gaineth more mẽ 
by his plauſible ſuggeſtions, 
then Chriſt by his true and 
infallible word : the reaſon 
is,for that he firſt preuayled 
to betray man, cuen the fa. 
ther of men, by whom and 
in whom all men by nature 
are ſubiect to the — fal- 
ling from God who made 
him, to the diuell that 5 
ce 


** 
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ced him, And no matuel! 
thogh he lay baits to betray 
vs now, hauing ſo long pra- 
| iſed his treacheries,& pre- 
| uailed ſo much, leading men 
into a thouſand by-wayes: 
„ | he careth nothow menwalk 
ſo they follow not Chriſt : | 
hee cannot beate withpati- 
ence, that men ſhould be. | 
leeue the promiſes of God in 
Chriſt, nor his threats for dil. 
obedience, and for not be- 
lieuing the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
And therefore caſteth hee a | 
miſt before the eies of mens | 
vnderſtandings, that they 
may not apprehend Gods | 
mercies towards them that 
doe well, nor his iudgments 
towards them that doe euill. | 
But as GOD colt A. 
4 in a flumber when hee 
tooke out his ribbe to make 
| H a Wo. 


—ä—ü— =, 


— 
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a woman ; ſo doth he couet 
to lull men aſleepe when he 
purpoſeth to ſteale their 
hearts from Co p to make 
them reprobates, And as he 
turneth himſelfe into an An- 
gell of light; ſo hee turneth 
all his plauſible allucements 
to the confuſiõ of them that 
conſent, by ſuggeſting them 
ood : he deludeth men by 
the counterfeit imitation of 
Chriſt himſelſe, as by fained 
faſtings, voluntarie penurie, 
wilfull idlene ſſe, and cauſeth 
men to reclude themſelues 
thereby to merit ſaluation; 
leauing the world before the 
time, and to become vnpro- 
firable members of Church 
or Common-wealth : hee 
preuenteth true, faithful and 
cordiall prayer, by prayers 


ina ſtrange language, & vt- 


tered |' 
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- | tered without vnderſtãding 
or feeling: he maketh men 
to miſconceiue of all Gods 
threats,and tokens of his in- 
dignation ; as when God 
ſendeth tokens of his anger 
for ſinne, eyther in or by the 
ayre by ſupernaturall exha- 
lations and extraordinarie 
apparitios, as of late he hath 
done by ficrie inflamations 

and bloudie euaporations; 
| by the extraordinary rage of 
the windes, cauſing the Seas 
to ſurmount the bounds, ma- 
king fearful inundations vp. 
on the land, to the deſtructi- 
on of men and multitudes of 
beaſts,and moſt lately tothe 
confuſion of many ſhips and 
men, caſt away vpon diuers 
coaſts: when A ſends theſe 
vnuſuall diſtemperatures of 
ſeaſons, ſcarcitie of food, fa- 


H 2 mine, 


— 


— 


| 


ties round about vs: this de- 


of carnall men, and ſugge 


A. 
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mine, pla =u or wat; when 
he fireth the Towns and Ci- 


ceiuer faith vnto the hearts 


ſteth ynto them that all theſe 
things are natural,comming 
of cauſes ordinarie; and idle 
it is, and ſauoting of a need- 
leſſe feare, to thinke they are 
forerunners of greater dan- 
ger: whereby hee holdeth 
men in contiouall ſecurity , 
and a-weening,that'al is wel, 
and that God is not diſplea- 
ſed with our coldneſſe in te- 
ligion , with our rebellions, 
tranſgreſſions, and intollera- 
ble ſinnes:vhich is the cauſe 
that men liue ſo careleſly & 
ſo backwardly in ſerving of 
God, holding preaching vn- 
1 and prayer fruit - 
elſe, neuer giving G © Þ 
thanks 


— 
— —_ _ ——————— —— 


| giuing vs good things, and 
H 


* 
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thankes for his mercies, nor 
fearing his iudgements. 


CAT. XXI. 


E. end, many bleſrings and 
delinerics are not fo due 
conſidered , nor fo thanke- 
fully embraced as” they 
ang bt, being too much a- 
ſcribed to humane & car 
nall meanes, which breedes 
ingraitude and ſecuritie, 


T cannot but ſeem flrange 

(I thinke) to all that haue 
but common (but eſpecially 
to ſuch as haue diuine) vn- 
derſtanding, that England 
hauing receiued at the hands 
of God ſo many and moſt 
wiſhed bleſsings, both in 


3___pre- 


_— 


4 


A Load-ſtarre "1 


preventing vs of cuill; and 
that farre beyond the appre- 
henſion of the wiſeſt world. 
— ſhould fo generally 
forget thernſelues, as if they 
were ſo familiar and ordina- 
rie as were worthy of no ad- 
miration : the reaſon is, as 


beſote is ſaid, wee cannot 


perſwade our ſelues they be 
the wonderfull workes of 
God. 

Queene Elizabeth; many 
and ſtrange deliueties and 
ours in her; the more then 
admirable ouerthrow of the 
Spaniſh inuincible-repured 
Nauie; the diſcouery of ſo 
many plots and complor- 
ments of treaſons and con- 
ſpiracies ; were they by 
chance, or was Cod the Au- 
thor of them? Indeed ſome 
haue endeuoured to aſcribe 


— 


the 
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the praiſe rocarnall meanes, 
and to rob God of the ho- | 
nor thereof, by attributing 
the diſcoueries vnto humane 
© { Wiſedome, and the ouer- 
throw of the Spaniſh Navie 

to our owne arme , neyther 

ofthem due to either; for it 

was God that gaue the 
| Means, and bleſſed them tor 
| our ſaferic : and as working 
inſtruments ander God ibey 
are to be embtaced. But to 
| fay that if ſuch a man had 
not taken ſuch a courſe,ſuch 
a plot had not beene diſco- 
ueted : il ſuch an accidẽt had 
| not falne out, or ſuch a ſtra- 

tagem beene inuented, and 
put in practiſe, the ſuccefſe 
had not beene ſo good; is to 
attribute the power of do- 
ing the miracles in Egypt to 
Moſeirod& not toGod, Wo 
H 4 to | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— 


II word 


of conditiõ. 
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to him that excludeth Gods 
providence of the iſſue of 
theſe things, as Eſay ſaith, 
vnto them that gee downe into 
Egypt for belpe, and flay pon 
Horſes, and truſt in( barits 
becauſe they are many, and in 
Horſe.men becauſe they are 
very ſtrong ; but they looke not 
tothe holy One of Iſrael , nor 
ſerke unto the Lord who is wi- 
ſeſt. If. is a word of conditi · 
on, and only implieth doubt 
of future euents; but to vie 
it in matters alreadie com to 
pafte, is moſt idle and vaine. 
Stuliũ eft dicere non putaram. 

A man were better to holde 
his peace when things are 
done not to be redeemed, be 
they done with or againſt 
his will, then to applie this 
doubtful word I. For it hath 
onely force to condemne his 


| 


igno- 


=” irma. life. 


—_— 


ignorance and to commend 
Gods prouidence, in whoſe 
diſpenſation are mercie and 
iu 7 the firſt obtay- 
ned, the ſecond auoyded by 
faithful praier, And the moſt 
that can bee ſpoken of hu. 
mane wiſedome and proui- 
dence in ſuch caſes of emi. 


nent conſequence, is, that 
' | God vouchfafed ynto ſuch a 


man the reaſon to apprehed 
ſuch or ſuch dangers, and to 


'[ vie ſuch and ſuch meanes to 


preuent them; as in /oſephin 
foreſecing the plentie, and 

rouiding for the dearth: 
— to ſay it came immediat- 
ly from the naturall appre- 
kenſion of any mortall crea- 
ture, to worke the good or 
to prevent the euill of a Na- 
tion, Prouince, Citie, Fami- 


I le, or priuat man; were to 
| H Cafeme| 


153. 
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affirme that God is not vni- 
uerſally omnipotear, & ab · 
ſolutely prouident, and con- 
ſequently that to pray vnto 
him were both needleſſe & 
fruitleſſe, which were the 
higheſt degtee of impietie, 
and is onely found in them 
that know not Cod. And 
therefore it behoueth Chri- 
ſtians to be truely watchful, 
and duly conuetſant in prai- 
er; ſo ſhall nothing ſucceed 
ynto them, but either to 
their approued good or to- 
lerable euill, wherein he ſhal 
be thankfull for the firſt, and 
patient in the ſecond ; kno- 
wing that nothing cometh 
to paſſe more or at ad- 
uenture, but by God, who 
workeb all in all. 7 am the 
Lord, and theres none other; 


I forme the light, and create 
darkneſſe | 


—— 


Ts 


r | 
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darkeneſſe; I make peace and 
create cuill, faiththe Lord, 
Nothing therefore will 
riſe yp in iudgement againſt 
vs in a higher degree then 
ingratitude,receiuing ſo ma- 
ny continuing bleſsings at 
Gods handes, & yet to 4 
not onely no thankfulnefle, 
but in ſtead to become the 
mote rebellious, ſtubborne, 
and ſtiffe- necked, adding fin 
to ſin, and heaping vp tranſ- 
greſſion vpon tranſgreſſion, 
as it were with greedineſſe; 
neuer regarding the mani- 
folde dangers that doe pal- 
pably houer ouer ourheads, 
but as men drunken with 
new wine, we lic ſecure eue- 
rie man in his particular ſen- 


ſualitie, ſeldome or neuer re- 


payring vnto God in praier, 
But let vs awake and conſi- 
der 


— 


Ingratitude 
will riſe in 
iudgement 
againſt vs. 


——— ” 4 
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We forget 
Gods good. 
neſſe in gi- 
uing vs 
wortbieſt 
K/nglames 


der in what drowſineſſe we 
paſſ our peace, making it the 
feaſt of our bewitching de- 
lights, giving Cod neither 
thaks for good tec eiued, nor 
— fear of his iudg- 
ments threatned. And let vs 
ruminate a little ypon our 
duties,and chen can wee not 
but finde that our neglect of 
hearing God ſpeaking to 
vs, and out ſeldome & colde 
ſpeaking vnto him in thank- 
ulneſſe and prayer, will tell 
vs that wee are falue into a 
fearefull and mortall Le. 
thargie, 

Are the mercies of God 
rightly confidered, and duly 
weighed in giuing vs our 
good Joſiah, worthieſt King 
lames, foreſtabliſhing him 
in the ſleed of our deceaſed 
Deborab, & with and in him 


the 


— 


» 
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che vſe and continuance of 
true religion, and that with- 
out bloud ? Doe notall the 
Kingdomes of Europe ad- 
mite & ſtand amaſed at cur 
happineſſe in our bleſſed So- 
ueraigne ? And can his Ma- 
ieſties deliuetie from Gow- 
ries conſpiracie in Scotland 
be thought ordinarie, cit- 
cumſtances cõſideredꝰ How 
much leſſe the poder Trea- 
ſon, that ſo long lay couerd 
with ſo many difficulties, 
the arrow being drawn asit 
were to the head before the 
ſtring was broken, ayming 
not only to hit the Lords 4- 


| nointed,and rey all family, the 
Nobles , Connſellors of late, 


the Biſhops and worthieft of 
all parts of the land; but at 
an inſtant, in a moment, the 
veter ruine , ſabuerſion and 


con- | 


der-treaſon. 


ns | Alofore | 


| 


confuſion of all eſtates , de- 
grees, qualities, and people 
of all conditions: howſoe- 
ver ſuggeſted an infranchiſe- 
ment to pretended Catho. 
hikes ; euen many of them 
alſo had taſted the ſame cup 
of extitpatiõ with the more 
loyally affefted, and more 
religionſly diſpoſed. The | 
plot was laide by thepolicie | 
ofSathan , praiſed by his 
members, diſcouered by 
God himſelfe, who reueiled 
the ſame vnto his annointed 
without humane intimation 
of the thing what, the place 
where, the perſons by whom 
it was to be performed. This 
for theipreſent was wonder. 
ful in every mans eyes: men 
for a time lifted vp their 
hands as it were to God, to- 
kening thankefulneſſe : but 

it 


— 


* 
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it ſeemed to bee but like a 
ſplending ſunne, that ſhined 
25 a while with glorious ac- 
— that ic was 
the very hand of God: bur 
now eclipſed with the cloud 
of forgetfulneſſe: ſomtimes 
it falls ouer the Pulpit into 
the eares, but ſeldome into 
the hearts , nor conſidered 
according to the worth of ſo 
worthy a deliverance. Mo- 
ſer erected ſtones in memo- 
riall of the Iſraelites deliue- 
rie from Pharoh, to ſhew to 
poſterities what God had 
done for them, and to teftifie 
their thankfulnefſe to God: 
but it ſeemeth that we haue 
turned our fleſhly hearts in- 
to ones, to teſtiſie our in- 


— vs bow little we feare 


dangers, For were 


| 


gratitude, and to witneſſe a- 


theſe | 
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theſe former fauours of God 
written in our hearts, could 
our tongues ceaſe ſo long 
from praiſing God? ſhould 
we not be fill mindfull of it, 
& be ſtirred vp to mixe with 
our thankefulneſle prayer; 
that as hee hath vouchſaſed 
to diſcouer and preuent ſo 
horrible treaſons, ſoit might 
pleaſe him to worke for vs 
againſt all Antichriſtian ſu- 
ture complotments, & 
Sathanicall ſtra- 
tagems ? 


to fpirituall life 
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Cu AP, X XII, 

The Churth of Chriſt milan, 
and Sathans Church ma. 
lignam , ſeek the oxerthrow 
one of the ot ber, but by con- 
trary meanes : and that all 
Chriftians are to pray for 
the defence of the fir, 
without which it ts to bee 


feared it may ſuffer vis- 


lence, 


A S long as God hathin 
this kingdom a church 
militaut. ic will not be auoy- | 
de d, but here will Satan haue 
his Church malignant : and 
theſe cannot but be ſo op- 
polite the one to the other, 
as the one wiſheth not the 
other to ſtand, The firſt ſee · 
keth the conuerſion of the 
ſecond by gentle and Chri- 

ſtian 
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ſtian endeuouts, by perſwa- 
ding according to the rule 
of Chriſt, praying ſor them 
in loue, lifting vp nohand, no 
ſword, no weapon of of- 
fence; onely the ſword of 
iuſtice for Treaſons , Trea- 
cheries, and Conſpitacies a- 
gainſt the King and King- 
dom: wherin if there ſhould 
bee no iuftice inflicted, it 
could not but embolden & 
propagate more and more 
inſolencie and boldneſſe to 
execrable attempts; ſo 
ſhould the ſword of the Ma- 
giſtrate be cenſureda partie 
of ſclfe-danger and conſuſi- 
on. But the laſt ſeeketh the 
confuſion of the firſt bytrea- 
ſons, treacheries, conſpira- 
cies, maſſacres, bloud, na 


by killing of Kings, and by 


naturall 


— 


A Kean 


— 


whatſocuer inhumane, vn- 4. 


85 2 
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be theprayers of euery mẽ- 


natutall and helliſh attempt. 
ludge ye therefore, iudge ye 
that giue aime to either, yee 
that gaze vpon the contro- 
uetſie, and are indifferent; 
whether of theſe is likeſt 
Chriſt and his Church; the 
firſt that neuer foiled hand 
in bloud yader the pretence 
of Religion; or that which 
hath no other meanes to 
ſup pott it, but the bloud of 
Princes, and confuſion of} 
people? Is there any ſo blear 
eyed that diftinguiſhethnot 
| the difference? let him pray 
that God will open his eyes; 
for fleſh and bloud teacheth 
| it not, 

Now therfore as the cauſe 


of the Church militant is ge- 
nerall, and her danger vni- 
uerſall; ſo are, or ought to 


ber 


— 
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| prayers haue the promiſe of 


ber both in publique and 
priuate generall, as well for 
the whole as for part : theſe 


defence, of protection, and 
ſree dome, that whatſocuer 
ſucceedeth ſhall bee for the 
beſt, By meancs of which 
prayers, though the ſucceſſe 
ſuddenly at all times appea- 
rethnot, God is moued to 
haue a watchfull eye, and to 
extend a protecting hand o- 
ver his people: and that was 
it that defended Queene E. 
lizabeth, and that ſuffered 
not King Iames to be ſurpri- 
ſed by the conſpiracie of 
Geric, nor the treaſonable 
plot of powder to take ef- 
fect: for many faithfull harts 
among infinite, aredoubt- 
leſſe ih lifted vp to God 


for his protection. And al- 


though ) 
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though they foreſee not the 
dangers , God preuenteth 
them through the prayers of 
his little locke, made voto 
him in generall in the name 
of his Chriſt. And impious it 
were to affirme that theſe 
dangets haue beene preuen- 
red, and our deliueries 
wrought by chaunce, with- 
out Gods prouidence .and 
working, 

Where God then is not 
| continually ſolicited, as well 
in ptiuate by his Saints, as in 
— lique by viſible aſſem- 

lies; there cannot but fol 
low ſome correction, and 
that vpon Gods owne pecu- 
liar people, forthe neglect 
of calling vpon God; & his 
iudgements vpon the con- 
temners of this holy duetie, 
Prayer: and it is to be feared 
that 


wher praier 
u neglected, 
there cau- 
not but fol 
low puniſh- 
ment. 


a 
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that G © p hath beene en- 
forced to come down to ſee 
whether the coldeneſſe of 
praycr and the crie of our 
finnes bee according to the 
vnpleaſing ſauour, which is 
aſcended from vs into his 
preſence, be ſo or not. Let vs 
repent, let vs turn vnto God 
and humble our ſelues in 
ſackcloth and aſhes,in a true 
and religious conuetſi- 
on, in faith & pray- 
er ynfained. 


ö 


foreſa him likely to — 
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The death of the late Prince 
1 not lightly to bee forgot- 
ten,nor our generalpraiers 
for his Maieftic and reyal 
ue te bee negletted pab- 
liquely and in — : for 
prayer auaileth much bring 
fernent, 


Det wee lightly paſſe 0- 


ver, or little conſider 
that God hath depriued ys 
of the Anchor of our hope,a 
corner ſtone of his ſpitituall 
building in carth ? the ſe. 
cond piller of his Church ? 
May we not think that God 


too good to goe in and out 
before ſo vnthankfull a peo- 
ple? Although hee preſerue 
vnto vs, and for ys, our moſt 


wor- 


—— — 
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worthy of Kings. Let vs not 
thinke it is for our deſerts, 
but for his loues ſake to his 
Annointed and our Soue- 
raigne, for his mercies ſake 
vnto his Church. Therefore 
let vs abandon ſinne, let vs 
retire our ſelues to him that 
calleth vs, let vs liſt vp our 
voyces in praiſes and praier, 
that The holy one of Iſracl 
wil be pleaſed ro bleſſe the XK. 
& the Kings ſon of hu Engli( 
Iſrael, in whoſe profſperitic 
he hath (as it were)included 
our ſaſetie. There are a mul. 
titude of Sinners, let a multi- 
tude of ſighes bee ſpeedily 
ſent forth before the decree 
of his judgements be ſealed]! 
againſt vs; let vs ſend forth 
the Doue of tiue contrition 
out of the Arke of our re- 
penting hearts: it may bring 
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vs the Oliue branch of re- 
conciliation and peace with 
God. 

Prayer preuenteth perils : 
and how ſoeuer ſome miſ- 
conceive, that there are but 
few truely religious & faith- | 
fully zealous ; yet no doubi 
God hath his ſeuen , yea ſe- 
uentie thouſand that ceaſe 
not to ſolicite him, not only 
in publique, but in their pri- 
uate cloſſet :; not for them. 
ſelues alone. but forthe king, 
kingdome, & people, wbolc 
praiers haue promiſe to pte- 
ſuaile. And therefore it can- 
not be ſaid that the prayers 
Jof the faithfull are either 
none,or few,or little, or not 
auaileable, as ſome men 
thinke, becauſe (as they af- 
firme) they reſpectiuely pre- 

cede not eucty ynknown or 
N I vn- 


LS 
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that ſhould haue followed 
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yndiſcouered danger. As if 
God knew not whereof Na- 
tions, Kingdomes, and peo. 
ple haue neede, eyrher of 
things wanting tobe ſuppli- 
ed, or things daugetous to 
be preuented. If he be truly 
called vpon in one danger, 
he deliueteth from many : as 
if in Famine a people bee te- 
lieued by their faichfull prai 
ers ynto Cod, hee in regard 
of their humiliation and re- 
pentanct᷑, doth free them fr6 
the plague, which hee pur- 
(poſed ſhould haue followed 
'the Famine; and of Warres 


the Famine and Plague. As 
he did with the people of Sa- 
maria, whom he did not on- 
1 relieue with plentie after 

their famine; but from theit 


e th 
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eth not in generall multi- 
tudes only, but with priuate 
men fearing and faithfully | 
ſeruing G © p in conſtant 
perſeuerance, 


— 


— 


Cu A. XXIV, 


Demotion lately hote i now 
become more colde, which 
may preſage ſome cone. 
quent danger:but the pra. 
dtiſe of the word and pray- 
er preuaileth with God; 
the neglett whereof maketh 


wen ſenſeleſſe of inne. 


Tis to be lamented to ob. 
ſerue how the coldnes of 
* { Chriſtian devotion encrea-. | 
ſeth, eſpecially conſidering | 
how zeale flounſhed with. | 
in theſe few yeares, and how | 
fruifully it wrought in the 
I 2 heart; 


1 
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| hearts of many; inſomuch 


and old, who could be molt 


ments, — in the 


—C_@@t Je. 
— 


as there ſeemed à kinde of 
religious emulation in yong 


forward in hearing the word 
preached in the Churches, in 
reading the ſame, and = 
ing together,not only in the 
Church, bur alſo in their Fa- 
milies: but now many are 
flack in that Chriſtian duty, 
and ſome hold it a ſufficient 
ſeruice of Gad to viſite the 
Church once a wecke onthe 
Sabbath day, to heare the 
word, to conioyne in con- 
cluding the ordinary pray- 
ers, ſaying Amen; and ſom- 
times to receiue the out- 
ward ſignes of the Sacra- | ' 


meane time to meditate v 

pon the word of God which 

they haue heard, to couſirm 
the 


ü —— _ 


— ————— 
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the belecuerst.ith, And faith 
begetteth all other gtaces, & | 
eſpecially prayer, which pre- 
uaileth with God aboue all 
other duties if it be feruent, 
and is as it were the liſe of al 
other vertues, the life & mo 
uing of the ſoule. The neg- 
lect whereof may bee well 
compared to the fooliſhnes 
of a man voluntarily ſtaruing 
himſelfe : for as the neglect 
of moderate recciuing food 
doeth by degrees macerate, 
and in fine conſume the bo- 
die, andit periſheth ; ſo the 
contempt of prayer workes 
in the ſoule a loathing of ihe 
word, whercon. vnleſſe the 
ſoule doe feed, it cannot but 
wax feeble in faith, the want 
whereof is the abſolute ton- 
fuſion of the ſoule: which(as 
the Fiſh cannot live out of 
| * the 


N 
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the water, the Salamander 
out of the fire, nor the Came- 
lion out of the ayre) cannot 
hue out of it owne element 
the word of God, by which 
it was created; & the word 
profits not without medita- 
tion and praier, hearing, rea- 
ding, and often ruminating 
the ſame. For as the ſeede 
ſown,though in a good ſoil, 
if it haue not the former and 
latter raine, it will not grow 
to petſection: ſo the word 
vnleſſe it bee watered as it 
were by continuall practiſe 
and prayer, fructifieth not, 
although the carnall man, 
growing from ill to worſe, 

celeth it not,nor findes how 
he decayeth, but as one in a 
conſumption dieth ſpiritual· 
ly. The regenerate man by 
the Word, the — 

an 
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and Prayer, perceiueth in 
himſelfe a daily increaſe of 
lively effects, working in his 
heart mote and more aſſu- 
rance that all things ſhall 
worke together for the beſt 
in this liſe, and after this life 
his endleſſe glotie. Moteo- 
uer the ſpitituall man appte- 
hendeth ia himſelfe the left 
motion of ſinne: hee percei- 
ueth when the fleſh or his 
corrupt thoughts begin to 
tebell inthe leaſt ——_— 
then beginneth hee to en- 
counter them by abſtinence 
and prayer, But the carnall 
man ſold vnder ſinne, is of a 
nother more obdurate cem 
— hee feeleth nothing to 
be ſinne. But as a man may 
make what coroſiue or inci- 
Gon he will in a dead mem. 
ber withour feeling or pain, 
I 4 as 


— —— 


of 


The cual 
mas celeb 
not inne to 


be ſame. 


| 
ö 
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as in a gangrine,or the like; 
ſo when the ſoule of a man 
is dead in ſinne, and his con- 
ſcience ſearcd vp, no hing 
ca be felt to be ſinne. Con- 
tratily, as the leaſt pricke 

the point of a needle annaj- 
eth the lively fleſh : ſo the 
lea(t prick of Sathans temp- 
tations is ſelt and auoyded 
by the regenerate man. | 


— — 


Cu AY. XXV. 
Beaſts foreſeeing, flye danger 


more then reaſonable men | 


beſorted with ſecuritie and | 
the pleaſures of this life, 


Here is no creature in 

the world ſo dul and in. 

ſenſible, but can foreſee,and 

by natures inſtinct end: uor 

to preuen and flie danger l 
an 


— 


1 
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* yet a carnall man, en” 
dowed with reaſon, often- 
times runneth wilfully into 

his owne ruine. As while 

he with the fooliſh flie ſoa. 

reth about the vaine plea 

ſures of this world, ſcorch- 

eththe wing: of divine obe- 
dience, and falleth into end- 
leſſe deſſruction He may be 
compared to Eſops Hatt, 
' who while hee beheld his 
beautifull head in the wa- 

ter, forgetting the perrils 
| which follow ſecuritie, is 
ſuddenly ſurpriſed by death, 

euen while hee is fooliſhly 
admiring his owne vaine 
pride and worldly delights, 
in the glaſſe of yulgar admi 
ration, Such men therefore 
that thus looſe themſelues 
in the wood of workdly con 
tentments,ſeldome or neuer 
15 finde 


„„ 


* 


_ 
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Man is e- 


nemie to 
bimſelfe, 
permitting 
the boaſe of 
bis ſoule to 
{ be robbed. 


| 
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| finde the Temple to pray in 


with profit, but for faſhion, 
and depart not iuſtified at all 
but rather condemned. 
When theeues aſſaile, or 
enemies approch to belea- 
ger a Citie, euery man be- 
takes him to his weapons; 
and he that endeauours not 
to preuent the danger, can- 
not but be held an enemie. 
How Rands it then with vs 
who haue permitted the 
houſe of our ſoules to bee 
robbed? Are wee not ene- 
mies to our owne ſoules ? 
The pleaſures of the world 
& the luſts of the fleſh haue 
ſtolne away our hearts from 
the liuing God: the vanities 
of out minde_ the riches and 
pleaſures of the world, and 
the prideof life, haue not on- 
ly beſieged, but enired and 


ſur 


2 


T 
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ſurpriſed eur vnderſtand- 
ings & captiuated our wils : 
they haue depriued vs of our 
defenſive weapons, ſtript vs 
of our ſpirituall ornaments: 
they haue diſarmed vs of the 
ſword of the Spirit , taken 
from vs the ſhield of faith, the 
buckler of patience , deſpoy- 


led vs of the breft-plate f 


righteow/neſſe, and the helmet 
of ſaluation haue they de- 
frauded ys of: Thus haue our 
theeuiſh delights and our e- 


nemies (ſinnes of all ſottes) 


dealt with vs, and yet ſuch is 


our ſottiſh & ſenſele ſſe con- 
dition, as being left naked 
of all goodnes wee fegle not 
our owne euils; and there- 
fore few or none thus falne 
couet to riſe ; all, or the moſt 
are ſo ouer · maſtered by the 
old, as they couet not the 


— — 
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— — 


new man , that is ſhaped in 
holineſſe and righteouſnes. 
Who labourerh to become 
wiſe in the Lord ? But con- 
tratily it is com to paſle, that 
euery ſort of finners preſume 
to defend their vices. A man 


- | cannot bee a good fellow 


(ſaich the Drunkard) and be 
metrie (ſwiniſh) with his 
friend, but hee is cenſured a 


beaſt, A man cannot ſhape | 


his apparell ( faith the Pea- 
cock-like proude man ) and 
faſhion his garments in coſt 
andcolours as other proper 
men doe, but he is held to be 
vaine and proud. A man can- 
not ſhew his valorous ſpirit 
(faith the ſwaggerer) in the 
braue termes of a Souldier, 
but he is termed a Blaſphe- 
mer. A man in the heate of 
his wantonoefle ( faith the 
Whore- 


— — — 
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Whoremonger ) cannot lie 
with a woman but hee mult 
bebranded with the mark of 
a laſciuious perſon : d ſo 
lying. ſtealing, ſweating, for- 
(wearing, bribe ry, extortion, 
reſpect of perſons, partiall 
iudgment, haue their colou- 
table defences, and impious 
pretexts with wicked men, 
Is there nene that will 


ſo many thus inchanted and 
metamorphoſed , ſome into 
Swine, ſome into Goats,ſorn 
into Lions, ſome into Beares, 
Wolnes, Foxes, Camelions, 
Peaceekes ,V ulturer, and the 
like ? who liuing in the 
ſhapes of men and women, 
doe harbour the humours, 
affedtions, conditions, and 
— of the moſt vile and 

horred creatures, and yet 


will 


take vp a lamentation ouer | 


1 
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None cm 
foretell 
what . 
become of 
this obdu- 
rate age. 


will bee readie to raile ypon 
and reuile him that ſhall re- 
proue them, and endeuor to 
reforme them, They will af- 
firme that they are as ſure of 
ſalvation as the beſt of a 
thouſand; that according to 
the — remange. the 
Apoſtle: they pray continu - 
ally and live religiouſly. 


Can the tongues of men 


will becom of this obdurate 
age ? or can they with all 
their ſpirituall eloquence & 
diuine gifts, by delivering 
Gods mercies, or denoun- 
cing his iudgments, reclaim 
theſabewitched men? Can 
any crofle, vexation, miſery, 
or calamitie worke in them 
contrition & returning vn- 


and Angels propheſie what 4 


to God by repentance arid 


prayer ? The God of this 


world | 


— 


- 
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world hath blinded them; 
they ſee nor their owne er- 
rours, nor foreſee their dan- | 
gers,nor feele their own mi- 
ſeries, Neyther can the pro- 


| 


the threats of hells corments 


miſes of heavens glorie, nor 


aſſwage the heat of their te- 
bellioas againſt God. Peace 
and plentie, health and ſecu- 
ritie ſhaddowes of true hap- 
pineſſe, argue againſt theſe 
me, that they ſay in their 
hearts by their deedes, that 


| uent the perill; why ſhould 


there is no cauſe of feare, 


But when danger approch- 
eth, we will pray ( ſay they) 


and prouide meanes to pre- 


curious Preachers ſeeke to 
torment vs before the time ? 
Who can denie, but all wic. 


ked men ſay thus in their 


lives? 


hearts by the fruits of their 


2 
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lives ? denying God ( as it 
were) to be God , his pro- 
miſes ro bee true, or his 
chreats of any force; faith to 
be but an idle conceit, and 
prayer a fruitlefle labour, 


55 —— 


CAP. XXVI. 

If Gods word cannot awake vs, 
he will ſend his red to cor- 
ref? vi, and nothing can ap- 
peaſe him but — 


tion and prayer, and not the 
glerie of our vaine-glori- 
0 pride, 


T behooueth ys to bee 
warie and watchfull in 
prayer: and fith the Trum- 
ct of Gods word cannot a- 
wake theſe deafe Snakes, the 
rod of his iudgements can- 
not bee farre off : for drun- 


kennes 
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kennes is intolletable, pride 
abhominahle, blaſphemie 
hortible. 
| AndGod(it is to befea- 
red) hath entred a plaint a- 
— vs, and ſummoned vs 
y his Miniſters to anſwere; 
and by default of out appea- 
ting ſubmiſſiuely before 
him, & appealing vnto him, 
hee hath determined to pu- 
niſh our offences: albeit he 
hath long forborne vs, ac- 
cording to his nature of be- 
ing patient and long ſuffe- 
ring, But let vs know that he 
is iuſt, and if wee agree not 
with him quickly, hee being 
our aduetſarie too mightie 
for vs, wee cannot but looke 
for the Sergeant, who will 
deliver ys to the Iudge, the 
ludge to the Gaoler, and he 


* vs into priſon, there to 


re- 
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God bath a 
iadgement 
againſt vs 
for fonnes . 
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God will 
not be ap- 
peaſed by a- 
ny carnall 
mcanci. 


God wil not 
put bis cauſe 
to be deter- 


mined by 
man. 


| 
| 


remaine without baile or 
maine-priſe,ncuer to be te- 
leaſed. 

How ſhall we then make 
league with this offended 
God? Shall wee flatter him 
as the Phatiſie did? Shall we 
bribe him as Sathan would 
haue done? Shall we threa- 
ten him as Senacherib preſu- 
med ? The firſt was repro- 
ued, the ſecond repulſed, the 
third confounded. What can 
then appeaſe his diſpleaſure? 
Onely repentance. Not as 
Phayob ſeemed ; but as the 
Niniuites did, Daxid and 
Peter are patternes of true 
returning toGod, and are 
examples for offẽding Chri- 
ans to follow. 

God is not as man: hee 
putteth not the controverſie 


which hee hath agaiuſt man 


to 
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to be tried by man. Althogh 
hee recommended the quar- 
rell which he had againſt the 
[rebellious Iſraelites to bee 
conſidered, but not to be de- 
termined, by man, he put the 
ſeaſe to man by way of agra- 
uation of their diſobediẽce, 
but reſetued both the iudge. 
ment and puniſhment to 
himſelfe; affirming , that if | 
Moſer & Elias, Abraham & 
| ſob ſhould and vp and pray 
f for ſuch arebellious people, 

'| |rbey ſhould but ſaue them- 
|, | felues. His wrath being en- 
| kindied,yea but a litle, none 
can abide or endure it: but 
beeing highly incenſed a- 
gainſta people, or peculiar 
perſon, it is moſt hard to ap- 
| peaſe him, For he will be a- 
uenged on him on whom he 
ill be auenged. There is no 
attone - 
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attonement to bee made 
with him but by ſerious and 
true repentance , no pardo- 
ning without faith & faith. 
ſull prayer. People, Nati- 
ons, Tongues and Men of- 
fending him, muſt ſoone re- 
pent or periſh, The glory of 
Belteſbaſber. the fury of Pha- 
rob, the pride of Vebuchad. 
nexcer, the vaine- glory of 
Hered,the high mind of Ha. 
wan, the policie of eAchits- 
phel preuailed not againſt 
God : but the poore offen- 
ding Publican falling on his 
face praying pardon, obtay. 
rained it. And this, and none 
other way ( ſubmiſſion and 
prayer) appeaſcth our offen- 
ded God, Kingdems, Ccun. 
tries, Cities, Pariſhes, Fami- 
lies, and ptiuat men muſt by 


— 


true humiliation and faithful 
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prayer obtaine remiſsion. 
Sackcloth and aſhesteltified 
Niniuics repcntance : and 
ſhall out Silk-s and ſures de- 
viſed by Sathan, the defor. 
mities of men and women, 
appeaſe God ? The pride & 
inſolencie of theſe times fo 
farre exceede the pride and 
inſolency of old, as the grea- 


teſt of the ſonnes of Aneck 


exceeded the meaneſt Pig- 
mey in ſtature and ſtrengt 
Our men & women are be- 
com robbers of all Nations: 
neuet Camelion changed his | 
colour as wee doe our ſures 
& faſhions of changing va- 
rieties. It is a high dignity 
to holde one bellen two 
moneths, or to weare one 
weede two dayes, Surely 
howſoeuer they may pleaſe 


the tie of their fauorites, and 
| de- 


1. — 
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delight their owne fooliſh 
fantaſies, God is not pleaſed 
with their faſhions or fan. 
ies. They ſtudie not the 
word, the ſauing truth ; but 
the word of every new and 
vpſtart ſtuffe: and heir prai- 


er is ſeldome or not at all to 
God, but to the monſter- 
maker, to ſit their attite nete- 
ly & of a new or the neweſt 


cut, that came laſt out of the 
Diuels ſhop, Husbands mul? 
dil-mannor and diſ-money 
themſelues ro make their 
wiues to glitter in the 
world, Eſdras declareth 
what the exceſſe of thele 
preſageth, Many miſerie: & 
calamities (faith he) remaine 
for them that ſhall line in the 
latter time , becanſe they ſhall 
walke n great pride. 2. Eſad. 8. 
50. Doth not God by Eſay 


— 
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threaten the people for the 
arrogancie and price ofthe 
women? Becanſe the daugh- 
ters of Sion ( faith hee) are 
banghtie and walt with ftret. 
ched out necks, and with wan. 

dering eyes, walking and min 
fing 4s they goes, and making 
a tinckling with their feete ; 
therefore ſhall the Lord mak: 
the head: of the daughters of 
Sion balde. Looke into the 
thirdofthis prophecie, and 
behold as in a glaſſe the end 
of your pride: — your 
laſſe of wantondeſſe, and 
ay it by a while , and looke 
into the word ofGod, which 
ſhall better diſcouer your 
' | beautie or deformitie by far 
then your materiall glaſſes. 
And if you finde your ſures 
to ſute well with the word, 
W them; and where you 

*. 
| haue 


a W—— 


"Ml Load. ſſarre 


Pride more 
to be abhor- 
red then the 
Dixell to 


| be feared, 


haue now an inch take an ell 
of exceſſe, and ſtill the more 
happy ſhall ye be: but if you 
find them contrary vnto the 
word of Cod, caſt them off 
from you, Many execrations 


hath God denoũced againſt 


this ſinne of ſinnes, this mo- 


ther. linne, the original cauſe 
of our fall, and the canſe of 


| his fall that cauſed ovr fall : 


and therfore more to be ab- 
horred (if I may ſo fay) then 
the Diuel himſelf; but more 
to be feared, l dare ſpeak,the 
the Diuell himſelfe, for that 
he may be reſiſted by faith, 
But Pride entertained, with 
it is covertly entertained 
him that ſeekes to confound 
as many as entertaine him: 
Pride once poſſeſeing the 
heart, and the heart embra- 
cing this ynholy _— 
el 


, 
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ſeth all faculties that ſhould 
expreſſe loue or obedience 
to God or men: for it is ſo 


fraught with idle andvnho-. 


loue towards God, and prai- 
er to God haue no place in 
the vnderſtanding , neyther 
agree they with that will 
that Pride poſſeſſeth. Light 
and darkeneſſe, ſinne and 
ſanctitie, humilitie and pride 
of life neuer concurre in one 
mind. Let then the ſword of 
ciuill juſtice vnſheath to cut 
downe this and other grofle 
ſinnes and common enor- 
mities. What an infinite 


| within one yeare caſtto the 


maſſe of treaſure is ſpent v- 
pon filkes,and vaniſhing or- 
naments? and the moſt of it 


dunghill : euety man excee- 


deth, and yet the lawes inhi- 
K bit 
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As God 
hath lowed 
Vs (0 muſt 
we lone 
him againe 


bit it. If che law of rightre- 
ligion bare rule in our harts, 
as we would be ſeen to pro- 
fefle it with our lips, no law 
of ſeuetitie needed to curbe 
our exceſſe. But it ſeemeth 
the law of true loue to God 
is not written in, or is blot- 
ted out of out hearts, wee te- 
gard the law of man ſo litle. 
And yet the Iewes in their 
beſt loue werenot bettet be- 
loued of the Lord, then wee 
haue been; to whom accor- 
ding to the greatneſſe of his 
loue. he freely gaue his grea- 
teſt bleſſings, opening(as it 
were)the doore of the 7 rea- 
ſure-bouſe of his goodneſſe to 
vs, Which hee ſhut againſt} ' 
many other Nations,& gaue 
vs free libertie to take and 
vie the moſt pretious le wel: 
of his loue his Word and Sa- 
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craments, And as hee gaue 
vnto Salemon with his wiſe- 
dome, riches and honor: ſo 
hee gaue vnto vs with Reli- 
gion peace and plentie: and 
ſo deare and precious was 
his word vnto vs fora time 
as men ſought it with gres- 
tet petill then Dauidi men 
fetcht water for him with 
the danger of their lives; and 
many ſealed their loue vato 
it with their deareſt bloud : 
which wo d we (till cnioy as 
touching the freedom ot the 
vſe , but the fruits wee pro- 
duce do rather argue a care- 
leſſe neglect then a conſtant 
embracing thereof in vetie 
many. No maruell there- 
fore if wee diſobey man in 
breach ofthe ciuill inſtituti- 
ons, {ith wee ſo little regard 
the lawes of God, But ſhall 


K 2 we 
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we recompence God for his 
bleſſings ſo manifold with 
ſuch a high hand of yathank. 
fulneſſe? 


Car. XXVII. 


gion was of great difficul- 
tie, effected by God by hu 

 initraments; wee muſt be. 
ware left we negleit it, and 
ſolooſe it againe, 


latrie in the time of K. 

the eight, wat an at- 

tempt of higheſt difficultie; 
the ſtate of the time then cõ- 


ſidered, wherin few or none | 


durſt open their mouthes a- 
gainſt the groſſeſt errours of 
the Synagogue of Rome: 
but God ſtirred vp the King, 
2 


. 


E 


— 
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and gaue him courage, and 
withall ſtroke the firongeſt 
aduerſaries with ſuch a 2 
and enfeebled their powers 
ſo, as they durſt not liſt vp 
their tongues or handes a- 
gainſt that which God had 
decreed to bring to paſſe for 
our ſaluation, Hee opened 
the bookes of his owne will 
vnto Ys, the olde and new 
Teſtaments, which were be- 
fore ſhit yp vnder the locke 
of an ynknowne language. 
The word was freely prea- 
ched and read, the Sacra- 
ments tru'y adminiſtred, and 
the divine ſeruice of God 
truly ſolemnized,vntill God 
againe, to trie whether it 
were truely embraccd or fai- 
nedly profeſſed, ſhut vp the 
books again for a time, that 
none could partake of the 

K 23 truth 
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truth, nor publiſh his allow- 
| ance thereof by word or 
work but it coſt him his life, 
yet continued the light to 
ſhine euen in darkeneſſe, al 
beit it was ſtill ſought to be 
quenched by the deaih of 
many mcſt worthy Martyrs, 


——ñññ . 


gaine to the light, and it re. 
ſplended, and faith & praier 
beganne againe in ſtrength, 
to giue' glorie/to God that 
had ſo wonderfully brought 
a mat er of that difficulty to 
paſſe, even by his one po- 
wer: the diuell roared, the 
enemies raged all in vaine; 


and ledde chem by that gra- 
Gous Queene, and by his 
godly Miniſters, as by the 
hands of Moſet and eAa- 


ron, and now by preuayling 
Je- 


— — 
* 


| 


| whoſe deaths gaue life, a. 


God protected his people, | 
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loſhiah , vader whom, & by 
whoſe wiſedome, pietie, and 
diuine vettues, if we reſume, 
retaiae, and ptactiſe our firſt 
loue, if we bring forth the ef⸗ 
fectuall fruits of that true te · 
ligion we ſeeme to profeſſe. 
we ſhall yet liue and poſſeſſe 
the word, maugte the Diuell 
and his inſtruments. But if 
we axe cold in our profeſ- 
ſion, if the Word become 
loathſome and harſh voto 
vs, if we thinke the ſacred ſa- 
craments needleſſe, and ho- 
ly prayer fruitleſſe; then will, 
God aſſuredly deprive vs of 
our glorie , hee will remoue 
the Arke of the conenant as 
from a graceleſſe and moſt 
| yn worthy people, and place 
| it with a! Nation that neuer 
| heard ofit. And wethat haue 
beene ſo long and wonder 


| 
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fully admired for our Religi- 
on, more generally & more 
freely and truely profeſſed 
then in any Kingdom of the 
world, haue been moreplen. 
tifully bleſſed, and more po- 
werfully defended by God 
againſt ſo many and firong| | 
enemies , ſhall become a 
by-word to al nei- 


bour · Nati- 
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CHaAr. XXVIII. 
God loueth vt no; more then 

the Twrkes and Pagans, if 

we liue likę Turł t and Pa- 

fans: eur manifold I dell. 

god: : the carnall mans ſo- 
P biſtrie: the long vſe of the 
word, hath made vs wen 
ry ef ibe word: not bing can 
pPreuent danger but repen- 
| tance and prayer. 


| V Ee may not thin ke 

that God is more in 
lone with vs then with the 
Turk, nor reſpecteth vs more 
then the Pagan, if we hauing 
the Goſpell, liue like the 


5 Turke, and proſeſſing Reli- 


gion liue hke the Pagan, I. 
is 2 ſweete contentment to 
| bee in the protection of the 
; living God; but moſt feare 
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full to fall into his handes. 
Wee haue beene long is the 
firſt, let vs bewate leit we fall 
into the ſecond: theſe differ 
as much as doe mercie and 
iudge nent, life and death, 
heauen and hell, ¶ briſt and 
| Mahomet : in the firſt we o- 
bey in the ſecond we tebell: 
in the firſt we truſt, in the ſe» 
cond ve deſpaire: in the firſt 
wee p ay, in the ſecond wee 
blaſpheme. Let vs conſidet 
thetefote how farre wee are 
falue from the firſt, and how 
| farre we are from falling in- 
'rothe ſecond: and nothing 
| more diſcouereth the ſame 
then to behold our conuer- 
ſations in the glaſle of the 
word, wherein every man in 
particular may ſee his owne; 
and by obſeruation the ble- 
miſhes ofthe general multi- 

tude; 


i 
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tude; and none that hath te- 
ligious eyes but may behold 
a generall deformitie. Wee 
ought to haue no other 
Gods bur one, but we make 
vs as manyas we haue world 
ly dependancies, namely,re- | 
poling our confidences on 
any behdes the liuing God 
(as is faid before) Weſhold 
not take the holy name of 
GOD into our polluted 
mout"es in vaine 5 yet 
what is more common then 
the idle ſpeaking of, and the 
heedles praying vnto God? 


bours as our ſelues, and per- 
forme the reſt of our dueties 


forbidden by the laws of the 
two tables; = if we (hal be | 
examined by the letter, and. 
iudged by our obedience, 


Wee ſhould loue our neigh- | 


we 


—gꝓꝛy— 2 — 
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we would ſeeke to hide vs 


from the iudgement to com. 
But none can fulfill the law, 
and therfore not I: if any be 
ſaued, then ſo ſhall I. This 
is the carnall mans ſophiſtry. 
whereby he frameth to him- 
ſelfe ſyllogiſmes againſt his 
owne ſaluation, proving it 
needleſſe to heare the word 
preached , nay dangerous, 
Some will not ſticke to ſay, 
that they may heare too 
much, & conſequenly know 
too much: for according to 
their knowledge is their 0- 
bedience and practiſe requi- 


red; and therefore if they 


know good and doe it not, 
their condemnation is the 
more iuſt: if they know little 
they may ſinne the more, & 
yet are they the more excu- 
lable. And though they ſel- 


* ome 


nu — 
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dome or neuer pray, they 
offend not ſo much as if 
they pray and forgiue not 
their brother whõ they hate; 
and therefore the leſſe they 
pray the leſſe ſhall their ha- 
tred of their brother be laid 
to their — 2 Here is the 
doctrine of the Diuell, pro- 
feſſed by ſome kinde ofpeo- 
ple,and held as ſoundreligi- 
on as they neede to build 
their faith vpon; as by ſuch 
as refuſe to partake of the 
holy communion beecauſe 
they are not in charitie, As 
the diuel faid to Heuab, Tea, 
bath God ſaid ye ſhall die if ye 
| [eate of the tree of the know. 
ledge of good enill ? No, 
v0 ; ye ſpallnot only not die, but 
ye ſhall be hke God bimſelfe: 
ſo he perſwadeth theſe kind 
pt men, Hath God comman- 

ded 
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ded you to ſearch the S crix 


tures, to ſcebe knowledge, to 
| beleeme the word, and to pra 


& partake of the ſacraments 

No, no; beware : the more 
ye know the more ye hauc 
to anſwete; ye need take no 
ſuch paines. Though ſome, 
more curious the they need, 
make much ado, and ſr end 
their time in hearing the 
Word pieached, inreading 
the ſame, beleeuing in God, 
and praying vato him; they 
haue much to anſwere, for, 
He to whom much is giuen, of 
him much ſhall bee required: 
and therefore take heede ye 
couet not to know much; 
and yet ye ſhall proſper, fare 
as well, and haue all things 


at wil as wel as they that are 
moſt religious. This do- 


rine of the Diuell is plea- | 
ling 


— c 
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ſing to the carnally minded, 
and more follow the rules of 
the power of darkenes, then 
there follow Chriſt, the 
guide vnto grace, and giuer 
{ \|ofallgoodnes; which cau- 
1 |ſerhſinne ſo infinitely to a- 
bound, and euery man to run 
a tace according to his own 
hearts luſt, ſeldome or neuet 
reprehended or congignly 
ö puniſhed, But howſvever | Tepentance | 
man neglecteth the puniſh-'] ie Senne, 
N ment, God no doubt. il pu- to pleaſe 
* niſh vs, vnleſſe we meet him ©*4 2 
by repentance as Abigaile — 
met Dauid: we mult fall be 
fore him on the knees of 
| |relenting harts, and appeaſe 
* [kim with the preſents of 
| faith, obedience, and praier; 
wee mayelſe ſeare that God 
will come ypon vs, as Dauid 
intended ypon Nabal, and 
take 
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take from vs that vnſpeake- 
able pearle, the v/c of the Go- 
ſpell which hee hath ſo long 
lent vs, and continued a- 
mongſt vs, netwi hſtanding 
ſo many millions of impedi- 
ments. Let not our linnes 
increaſe as they ſeem to be- 
ginne. All places are too 
full of them, who little ra 
gard the Goſpell, ſuch as de- 
ſpiſe gouernement, whoſe 
hearts are ouergorged with 
ſinne. We haue been ſo long 
fed with this ſpirituall Man. 
na, that many ſeeme to bee 

jutted thete with, whoſe 
oules yet famiſh, and they 
feele it not. Other Nations 
haue beene denied to taſte 


of that whereof many of va. 


are weatie. Will we needes 
put out our Lampes no the 
Bride gtoome is ſo neere? 


wil | 
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Will we needes calt wilfully 
off our wedding · garments, 
the Maſter ofthe ſeaſt being 
readie to ſuruey his gueſts ? 
Are we willing to bee taken 
from the bleſſed banquet of 
ſaluation, and to be caſt into 
vttet darkenefſe? Shall ſuch 
as paſſe by ſhake their heads 
at vs, ſeeing vs naked that 
erſt were ſo decked with the 
knowledge of Chriſt, and 
beautified with the facred 
ornaments of obedience and 
loue ? Shall we now beginne 
to crucifie Chriſt anew? 
God forbid. What remai- 
neth then? Onely let vs be- 
come more warie & warch- 


awkitude go doe euill: let e- 


ſuery man rather retire him- 
ſelſe into the ſectet cloſet of 
bus heart, and let him bewray 
vnto 


A 


full: let vs not follow the 
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ynto God his owne ſinnes, 
and confeſſe them to bee 
part of the cauſe that God is 
angtie with his people: let 
euery man pray as well in 
| Privat as in publike, beating 

our breaſts ( wherindo lodg 
our corrupted hearts) with 
the fiſts of true repentance, 
and new obedience: let vs 
pray earneſtly for pardon & 
remiſſion of our former 
tranſgreſſions ; let vs caſt off 
the ragges-of the old man, 
and ſeek by humble and yn- 
fained ſubmiſſion and praier 
to be clothed with the more 
glorious garments of pietie, 
and the rich and right robe 
of ianocencie: let vs tedeem̃ 
our furniture of true Ch iſti- . | 
anitic that our hnnes haue 
ſtolne from vs, and atme vs 
q againe wich the ſhicld of | -Y- 
| faith, 


— 
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' faith, the breft-plate oftigh· 


teouſnefle,and the he met of 
ſaluation let vs be fetuent in 
faith, conſtaint in hope, fre- 
} |quenrtinprayer:let vs not be 
aſhamed to lay open, and 
# [vnlzp our ſores before the 
Phyſitian ot our ſoules: let 
vs take ynto vs the ſword of 
the ſpirit, and conſtantly ens | 
counter Sathan and ſinne, 
who haue wounded vscuen 
tothe death: let vs repaire 
vnto that heauenly Samari- 
tan ;hee will poure the oyle 
of mercie into our wounds, 
and heale vs. Our diſeaſe of 
ſinning is commonzlet there 
bea common conſent in ſee- 
king temedie, and let vs all 
unn and one mind 

„ | kumble our ſelves before! 
God, in faſting and prayer. 
Thus muſt we ſcek the Phy- 
ficion, 


2. Chro. 20.3 
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ſitiã, who being thus ſought 
is euer readie at hand, and 
expecteth no reward but our 
new obedience: and to ob- 
ſetue the diet he preſcribeth, 
namely, to ſinne no more, with 
a caueat, left a worſe thin 
bappen vnto vs, Wee mal 
not onely not doe euill, but 
we muſt do good : wemuft 
not only flie vice, but follow 
vertue; which rules implic 
al the duties that a Chriſtian 
man ought to performe to- 
wards God and his neigh- 
bour , among which prayer 
being the cheefeſt , is cheef. 
ly required; which if it bee 
enkindled by the fire of 
Gods ſpirit, produceth ſuch | 
a ſpirituall zeale in our affe. 
Aons as begetteth that loue 
whence proccedeth our true | 
obedience to God, and the 
defire 


| 
| 
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defire to doe good to our 
neighbors, which are diuine 
vertues inſeparable. For hee 


thatloueth God, cannot bur | 


loue hisneighbour alſo. | 


— 


— — mn. 


Cu av. XXIX. 


Mes augbi to pray a well for 
eur neighbours 41 for our 


kindleth prayer. 


5 er to God, and 
A <a. our neighbour 


neceſſatily together, how 
— a Chriſtian man then 


| pray to Cod for himſelfe , & 


— Larger hls brother 
/ d commandeth 


him to loue as himſelfe ? 
wherein is included not on- 


3 ly 


EE 
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ly his natutall brother, and 
priuate friend; but all men 
in general, but eſpecially the 
Church of Chriſt and; the 
members ofthe ſame, And 
therefore it is to be conſide- 
red that the vſe and exerciſe 
of praiet is two-fold, priuate 
and publique, The private | 
prayer is the exerciſe of a 
faithſull man, ſequeſtred fr6 
the ſocietie of men, pouring 
forth bis faithſull fupplicari. | 
ons vnto God in ſecret: and 
| that not of ſer cuſtome, but 
in affeddions ſanRified vnto 
the Lord onely; and that e- 
ſpecially in ſuch times as 
when he feeleth the ſpirit of 
God, enkindling in him 2 
kind of inward and ſvixituall 
deſire thereunto, which to a 
man exerciſed in this diuine 
worke, is as ſenſibly felt and? 


per- 


— 


erceiued as the beating of 
bispulle When hee feeleth 
this heauenly fire begin to 
waxe hote within him, let 
him not delay to feed it with 
its proper fucll, Meditation 
and Prayer: for by experi- 
ence the godly man cannot 
but find, that Meditation is 
as the ſpiritual bellowes that 
increaſeth the feruencie of 
prayer. Euen as ove;ſparke 
of fire becing connexed to 
the fuell capable ot combu- 
ft ſible, with gentle blowing 
makes a flame; fo the leaſt 
— — of ſpirituall zeale, 
eginning but to moue in 
the heart ofthe beleeuer, be- 
ing by little & little cheriſh- 
ed by ſilent (but heauenly)e- 
— ofthe mind to God, 
breedeth in the end ſuch 2 
powerfull operation, as the 
tongue 
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Meditation 
the bellowes 
to enkindle 
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tongue that was before 
dumbe, and could not moue 
zealouſly to vtter; and the 
heart that was before dull 
& could not conceiue what 
to ſpeake, ſhall ſo ſweetly 
concurre, that without all 
difficultie and harſhnes ſuch 
a ſweet ſacrifice ſhall aſcend 
from the hart to the lips, and 
ſtom the heatt and lippes to 
the heauens,as the tongue it 
ſelfe cannot exprefle the 
ſweetdeſſe it bringerh vnto 
the ſoule. For that ſpirit that 
firſt kindled the de ſire admi- 
niſtreth che matten for the 
heart to conceiue, and fta - 
meth the wordes that the 
lips doe vtter, in farre more 
divine manner then the Wi: 
ſet carnall man could euer 
deuiſe or ſpeak : and it brin- 
geth with it more ioy & itue 

con- 


—  -— ——— 
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conſolation then gold,orthe 
moſt precious earthly thing: 
And more ſolide, and ſound 
peace to the conſcience , 
then the tongue of man is a- 
ble to vtter. It is the moſt 
truely approoued remedy a- 
gainſt all the grieſes, and 
troubles of the minde : It 
eaſeth the afflictions, croſſes, 
torments, and perſecutions 
of the bodie. And were it 
poſſible, that this ſacred gift 
could be obrained by carnal 
meanes:and the carnall man 
knew the vertue & ſweet- 
neſſe of it, he would ſel 
all his earthly poſ- 
ſeſſions to 
buy it. 


L Cup. 
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CruaP, XXX. 


How when, and where priuate 
prayers are tobe made. An 
erronious conceit of pri- 
wate prayer, What ſweet. 
neſſe priuate prayer brings 


to the ſoule. 


TI E private prayer be- 
fore mentioned, is not 
alwayes made in a Cloſſet, 
or Chamber : Although, 
Chriſt willeth vs, when wee 
ray,to enter into our cham. 
bo and there to pray to him 
in ſecret, The mening wher- 
of is, that wee ſhould not 
| bee ſeene Phariſaically , to 
make our private prayers in 

apublike manner, #57 
ſeen of men, The open fields 
is as a ptiuate Clock to — 
that 
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that ſequeſtreth himſelte frs 
the ſocietie of men for that 
holy purpoſe : as it is ſup- 
poſed Iſacł did, when hee 
met Rebecca his wife. Some- 
times this prayer is made, e- 
uen inthe middeſt of ill - diſ- 
poſed companie, and in the 
very act of moſt ſerious bu- 
ſineſſe: though not cetemo- | 

niouſly ; as vpon the knee, 

bare headed, ſtriking the | 


breaſt , or lifting vp the 
eyes or hands, which are ex- 
ternall geſtures, moſt meete 
to be vied in prayer, But pla- 
ces, times, and yy are 


to be confidered, for the out- 
ward geſture: but the inward 
heart and — ſanctified affe- 
chon, without any out ward 
ße r hce of —_— may 
ſecretly ſend yp vnto God 
inward ſighes, and deſires 
| La which 
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which may preuaile with 
God as did Anna, Moſes, 
& Nehemiah Hee that made 
the heart knoweth it, & how 
it is prepared within, & loo- 
kethnotto thelippes, how 
they moue, as Helie did to 
Annaes; but to the heart, as 
Chriſt did to Zacbers, The 
place where , andthe time 
when touching our priuate, 
prayer,arenot much materi- 


all ſo the occaſion be tightly 


-| confidered, For in the time 


of vnſeaſonable wet, to pray 
for raine; in time of ſuffici- 
encie to pray for increaſe 
were abſurde. But as the oc- 
caſion doth offer it ſelfe , in 
whatſocuer place, at what- 
ſoeuer time, in whatſoever 


manner, diuine reuerenet d 


God conſidered, it is accep- 
ted with God, Daniel praied 
among 


N „yer but the Temple z Nor 
Þ God any where elle to bee | 


| roſpiritualllife, 


| amoag the Lions inthe den: 
Ieremie in the dungeon: the 
three children in the Ouen: 
Dauid in the Wilderneſſe: 
Gedion at his threſhing: EA. 
ſha at the plough, Wherelo- 
euet we are, and whatſoeuer 
we doe in our vocations,we 


are in thepreſence of God & 
may there & then ſend forth 
our filent & prevailing prai- 
ers: and Chriſt the media- 

tor will preſent them , as 

ſweet odors before our God 
in Heauen, [oſeph, Paul, Pee. 

ter, Silas, Toby Bapiiſt, found 
the Lord in their priſons. It 
is a fond conceipt of ſome 
men, that thinke there is no 
place fit, no not fot priuate 


found, or prayed vnto, but 


in, and towards the Eaſt: as 
| L 3 if 


* 


| 


„ 
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iche were not aſwell in the 
weſt, & vpon al the points & 
degrees ofthe Compaſſe: In 
the Zenith ouer our heads, 
and wich the eAntipodes di- 
re ctly vnder vs: Before vs, 
behind vs, on our right hand, 
and on our left: In the Sea 
with Peter: In the Whales 
bellie with Jonah : In ſhip- 
| wrack with Pa. And there- 
fore wee may conclude, that 
there is no place, where God 
is not. So we may pray euety 
where, And if our prayer be | 
faithfull he heareth vs, wal- 
king, working riding, fitting 
= , andin our familiar tal- 
ing, the minde may haue 
her affections in Heauen,the 
ſoule may caſt forth certaine |_ 
inward holy deſues, and yet 
the bodice may bee occupied 
in whatſocuer lawtul functi- 
3 on. 
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on, But when wee are for 
that purpoſe retired, and are 
free both [rom bodily exer- 
ciſe, and from the view of 
men: wee mult then con- 
forme our geſtures in a more 
reuerend, and more humble 
outward manner; as knee- 
ling vpon our knees, and liſ- 
ting vp out handes, and the 
like, giuing our holy defares 
beſt {atisfactionin ſo ſacred 
an exerciſe, Ohappicis that 
ſoule, that ſends forth conti- 
nuall holy ſighes and defires: | 
at all times and in all places: | 
which are as lowd crics vrto | 
the Lord, which God hea. | 
reth,vnderflandeth , and an- 
ſwereth; and alloweth this 
kinde of holy deuotion, as 2 
forſaking of earthly thinges 
for a moment, to aſpire vnto 
Heavenly contemplation & 
4 con- 
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conuerſation for euer. And 
this cannot proceede, bur 
from a heart full of the loue 
of heauenly thinges, of God 
eſpecially: who hath( as wee 
may thereby truly feele) the 
ſuperior power in vs, & ouer 
vs; and in his loue draweth 
our affections from earthly 
to heauenly cogitations, al- 
1 & alone, ſot out 
aluation. And happy 
is he that with D4- 
wid delighte th 
therein. 


FX —— I EO ES... — 2 


—_ 


urinal. 
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Cnar, XX XI. 


prayer chow Sathan ſtrinet 
to binder prayer : for no- 
thing woundet h him 4s 
faut hfull prayer in the name 
of Chriſt, Wee muſt bee 
watchfull and ſtrong tore- 
ſift him. 


Royer both private and 
publik, haue their helpes 
and hinderances, their mo- 
tiues and mortifications. To 
ſtirre vp the heart thereunto 


nothiag mote availeth, then 


the often hearing and rea 


ding of the word of God, 


- which begetteth faith, that 


begetteth prayer; ſundrie ſe- 
lected Plalmes of Dau d, & 
diuers of che writings of 8. 


4 


Paul 


T he helpes and hinderances of 


þ 
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Paul, beſides many other 
Scriptures conſidetatly read 
& duly meditated, are force- 
able motiues to this diuine 
dutie. The conſideration of 
our ſinnes, and of the promi- 
ſes of the forgiuing them in 
(rift: The feeling of our 
{pirituall wants: The conſi- 
deration of Gods continuall 
fauour, prouidence, and pro- 
tection, in releiuing, defen- 


amples, whereof ate infi- 
nite in the Scriptures, doe 
much further this divine and 


heauenly exerciſe, by apply- 


God, in our like occaſions. 
On the contrarie, prayer 

is much hindred , and our 

zeale mortified, by the neg· 


lect of ptactiſe: by ſeldome, 


2 


— * 
— ow * nns . 


4 


ding, and helping others, 
through faichfull prayer. Ex | \ 


ing out faith, andprayerto| |. 
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or cateleſſe hearing of the |- 
Word of God, or readivg 
the Dinine Scriptures, or 
ſome godly workes,of good 
and religious men: Not to 
beleeue, that God heateth or 
reſpecteth our prayers: That 
he is not able to give what 
we as ke, or to doe what we 
defice, if it bee for his owne 
glorie and our good: To 
thinke that which hee doth | 
is not for our beſt: To wauer 
in our prayers, or to haue 
our mindes carried away 
with by=thoughts , that 
are not anſwerable, & con- 
curring with that wt e pray 
for: To pray for faſhion and 
without feeling of any ne- 
ceſſitie to pray: To preſume, 
that God will heare curpra- | 
yers for our owne ſakes, | 
without the merits and ne- | 
diation | 


* 
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diation of Chriſt: To faint & 
giue ouer our prayers, when 
we cannot receive, what we 
would, when we would:To 
pray openly.and to be ſeene 
cfmen : To thinke that wee 
are not boũd to pray for our 


brethren: Theſe and manie | 


other hke hinderances of 
prayer, are often thruſt into 


our hearts, by the policie of 


Sathan, who commeth to 


hinder all good and godly | ' 


actions. But wee ought not 
to giue place to his intice- 
ments, nor yeild to his temp- 
cations, The moſt faithfull 
men, haue not only conti- 
nuall warre with fleſh, and 
bloud, namely with their 
owne corrupt affections 
to keepe them vnder: but 
with Sathan himſelfe, with 
lpiritual wickedneſſe. When 


le- | 
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lehoſhna was doing the Of- 
fice of the High Prieſt, ſtan- 
ding before the Angel! ma 
king his prayers vnto God, 
The Deuil ſtood at his right 
hand to hinder him, And 
ſhall wee thinke that he will 
be leſſe readie to hinder and 
reſiſt vs in our Diuine excer- 
ciſes? He tempted Chriſt the 
Lord, and will hee forbeare 
his ſeruants ? Hee defired to 
winnow the verie Apoſtles 
of Chriſt : how much more 
will hee ſeeke to diſtract vs, 
in our deuoteſt prayers 
which hee thinketh will bee 
moſt auailable with God? 
There is nothing vnder the 
Sun, that gives him a more 
deadly woũd, then our faith- 
full prayers ro-God, And 
therefore in his impious po- 
licie,he endeuoureth to hin- 


der 


_ 


— 


Mat. 4. 


Luc. 21.31 . 


Nothing 

more woũ- 
deth Sathã 
then faith- 
full praier 
and there- 
fore be co- 
ueteth to 
hinder it. 


— 
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der this heagenly exerciſc in 
the deereſt childre of God 
leſt that the righteous ſoule 
ſhould ſo farre preuaile with 
God, as to procure his fauor 
and grace — prayer, and 
conſequently his ayde and 
holy aſſiſtance to encounter 
this moſt malicious aduerſa- 
ry. It is written that the Lion 
is afraid at the crowing of a 
Cocke ; but nothing maketh 
Sathan ſo much afraide as 
faithfull prayer to Chriſt, 
whoſe very name is terrible 
vnto him, having tried his 
force and skill againſt him 
inthe WIlderneſſe, vpon the 


pinacle , but eſpecially vp6 
the Crofſe , where Chriſt ſo 


| wards Gods children, he da- | 


farre triumphed ouer him, 
as that now, howſoeuet ma- 
lignant he ſeemeth to be to- 


reth 


_— 
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teth not to encounter them 
face to face, that vſe the 
ſword of the ſpirit and the 
ſhield of faith againſt him, 
Althogh through the abun- 
dance of his malice to Chriſt 
and his elect, heleaueth not 
tot empt them, yet it is but 
by ſlarts and ſnatches, as hee 
findeth them colde in their 
ſpirituall exerciſes, as hee 
fund Dauid idle: or tho- 
rough weakeneſſe, apt to be 
drawne into ſome back- ſli- 
ding, as hee did Peter. But 
what got hee by betraying 
thoſe innocents ? It was not 
long ere they renewed their 
ſpirituall ſtrength, and then 
they gaue him ſuch an over. 


throw , as afterwards hee 


could neuer preuaile againſt 
the force of their faith. It 
therefore behoueth euetie 

Chri- 
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1. Cor. 16. 
13+ 


Chriftian to be very watch- 
full, that he admit none of 
theſe ſuggeſtions of Sathan, 
to take away, pteuent, or te- 
ſiſt this ſacted and diuine 
dutie of faithfull prayer, and 
to ſtand faſt in the faith, to 
quitthem in all his encoun- 
ters like men. Put on the whole 
armour of God, t bat yemay be 
able to ſtand againſt the af. 
ſanlts of the diuell : for wee 


wreftle not againſt fleſh and , 


blend ( againſt weake men 
that haue, as we have, their 
breath in their noſtrils) bat 


againſt Principalities, againſt 
powers, and Aga the Prin. | 


ces of the darkeneſſe of this) . 


world, againſt ſpiritnall wic- 
khedneſſe,which are in the bigh 
places, Theſe are the ene- 
mies ofour peace with God, 
and therefore endeuor they 

0 


— 


\ 


—_— 
— 


_ 


to ſpiritual 2 


to ſteale away our hearts 
from the liuing God: theſe 
ate they that ſeeke to teſiſt 
our prayers , to peruert our 
hearts in prayer, to eſttange 
our affections from heaucn- 
ly chings; and by no meanes 
can we repell them, but with 
ſpirituall weapons, as they 
are ſpirituall enemies. And 
therefore wee muſt vſe the 
counſelLaofthe Apoſtle, that 


is, to take vfito ys the armor 


of God; not a part, but the 
whole furni:ure : namely, an 
rpright conſcience, a godly 
and holy life, knowledge of 
the Goſpel , faith vnfained, 
and cont nuall prayer: not 


tot our ſelues onely, but for 


the Church of Chriſt, and for 
euery member of the ſame, 
For the paiticular weapons 


of this complete munition, 


where. 


— 
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wherewith euery Chriſtian 
ought to be armed againſt 


theſe ſpirituall enemies, 
teade Epb, 6. 16. 17,18. 


Cu Ap. XXXIL 
The preſence of God him ſelſe 
i promiſed in publike prai. 
er: how be is preſent, which 
the carnall man apprehen. 
deth not : the gi[continu- 
ance of prayer , publique or 


prinat dangerous, 


As touching publique 


prayer, out Sauiour gi- 
veth vs ſuch an encourage. 
ment to moue vs thereungo, 


both of his owne preſence, |* | 


and of the aſſurance of ob. 


taining what we ask; as it is 


more then wonderfull that 


mẽ ſhould ſhew themſelues | 


ſo 
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| ſo ba kward, as not to deſite 
to meete Chriſtin ſuch holy 
Aſſemblies, as are graced | 
with his owne preſence, 
| Waere two or three are gathe- 
red togetber in my name (faith 
Chriſt) / will bee there inthe 
middeſt of them. And what-| 
4 | ſoener they ſhall aug with one 
accord in my name, it ſhall be 
granted vntothew, No man 
is ſo impious as to bring in 
| queſtion, whether this can 
| or will prooue true or not, 
| that Chriſt ſhpuld come 
4 | downe and be in the ſociety | 
' of men, For we may aſſure 
| vs, that God the father, God 
dhe ſonne, and God the holy 
1 + Ghoſtbeing all one, the Fa- 
ther is where the ſonne is, 
the holy Ghoſt where the fa- 
ther and the ſonne are. And 
Chriſt promiſing to ſend the 
a 


Com- 


1 
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Comforter the holy Ghoft 
afcer his departure,perform- 
ed it in clouen tongues: and 
he is with vs, namely with 
his Church to the end of the 
world and conſequently. the 
father and the — , the 


Trinitie ia Voicie, [willpray 
the Father (faith Chriſt) and 
be ſhall give you another com- 
forter that he may abide with 


truth; ſo called, becauſe hee 
inſpireth the ttuth into vs, 
and teacheth vs to crie Ab- 
ba father, whether in private 
or — aſſemb ies gath· 
red ti gether in the came of 


Chrift. Hce then being the 


vs, and dwelling in vs; it can 
not be denied but Chriſt is 
with ys according to his 


ſpirit of Chriſt, ar d being all | 3 
one with Chrift, being with, 


you for euer, eurn the ſpirit of | | | 


yz —_— a 


pro- 
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promiſe, namely with the 
faithfull- aſſembled in his 
name,whs the werld,name- 
ly carnall men of the world, 
know not, But yee ( faith 
Chriſt to the Fatal) know 
hum for he dwelleth in you : & 
I will wot leaus you comfort. 
leſſe, but I will came to you. A- 
| gaine he ſaith, I am in my 
father, and ] in you, and yon 
in me, Seeing then that all 
holy aſſemblies gathered to- 
gether to heate Cod ſpeake 
ynto them; and againe that 
hey together may ſpeake 

SF nto God; arc not left with- 
put the glorious preſence of 
od himſelſe: how are they 

¶ ro be condemned that frame 
7 ynto themſelues, or rather 
ſorge by the ſuggeſtion of 
Sat han, caſes as it were of 
conſcience, to abiure the 

| com- 
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leeucththat 
bee would 
Haut other 
men to 
doubt of. 
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companic euen of Chriſt 
himſelfe? Sathan beleeucth 
the word of God to be ttue, 
and yet laboureth the con- 
trarie in men inclinable to 
doubt, and cauſeth many to 
miſconceiue of the ſenſe 
which he himſelf knowes to 
be otherwiſe then he would 
haue them to beleeue. And 
as he can make no vſe of any 
part of the word of God to 
his owne:neyther would hee 
that any ſhevld eyther heare 
the word truely expounded, 
or aſſemblies ro concurre 
rightly in prayer to their ſal- 
uation, And therefore who- 
ſocuer findeth in himſelf the 
leſt motion of doubring of 
Gods performance of his 
promiſes made ynto the 
faithfully praying, or an vn» 
aptnefle and vnwillingneſſe, 

ra- 


* 


) 
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rather then a zealous incli- 
nation to pray, either in pri- 
uat to himſelſe, in publique 
with the Congregation, or 
with his family privately aſ- 
ſembled, may juſtly feare 
that Sathan hath woſid him- 
ſelfe into his affections, and 
ſit he preuent him not ſpee- 
dily,and refift him faithfully 
byprayer, he will not leaue 
vutill hee haue gotten com- 

| mand of the whole houſe of 
his ſoule, and will expulſe all 
odly cogitations , hol af. 
© ions, and ſanctiſied de- 
| fires, and will ſuffernone to 
be entertained but infideli- 
| 5 ſinne, and featefull apo- 

ſtacie. 


F 


Will not theſe daungers 
ooue men to repaire ynto 
the houſe of God with dili- 
geaceand zeale, there faith- 


fully 


It 1s 4 dan- 
gerrous thing 
to abandon 
the aſſem- 
blies 

Gods "oy 


—_— 
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fully to joyne in yer 
wich Gods children, — at- 
tentiuely to heate the word 
preached, which begerteth 
faith, the fountaine whence 
doe flow all holy and fpiri- 
tuall exerciſes of the godly 
ſoule? There isno other way 
to ſeeke ſaluation but in and 
by the word of God; nor a- 
ny other in and by whom 
we can be ſaued, but in and 
by Chriſt; who having fo 
louingly called ys, and by 
promiſe of his own preſence 
intreated ys to communicat 
in holy exerciſes , with him 
and his elect, who wil or can 
reſt ſo careleſſe of his owne 
ſaluation,as wilfully or neg-| - 
ligently to eſtrange bimſclf, 
from this holy communica. 
tion With God himſelfe in 


5 
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* 
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Publique prayers are fo | 
cal'ed bens — are pro- — 
nounced diſtinctly wich an ſo called. 
audible voice, in the hearing | 
and to the vnderſtanding of | 
a whole Congregation aſ- 
ſembled. And theſe praiers 
commonly tend to publique 
and common ends: as, for 
the obtaining of ſome gene- 
rall good to the Whole 
Church, preuenting of ſome 
generall dãger, or — 
of ſome generall euill. An 
this, although it be properly 
meant of parochial Congre- 

atiõs, who aſſemble them- 


ſelues by courſe on the Sab. 
bath and other ſet dayes, | 
making their ſupplications 
publiquely, for themſelues 
and others, according to ge- 
nerall occaſions after a com. 
mon manner; yet ate houſ- 
M hold 


E 
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hold aſſemblies ſaid to pray 
dublique ly, wherein the Ma- 
ter ofthe Family is to con- 
vent ſuch as are vnder his 
charge, and publikely toge- 
ther with them to pray vnto 
God, as well for the vniver- 
fall good of the Church, 
whereof they are members, 
& for the Common-weale, 


wherin they live as ſubieRs; 


as for themſelues. And the 


pany of Chriſts preſence 
oldeth true, as well in this 
latter, whereintwo orthree 
onely gacher together in 
his name; as where 
infinit numbers 
are aſſem- 
bled. 


Chap. 


q 
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Cray. XXXIII. 
Prinat prayer in ſom reſpelt; 
t ſem times more com- 

fort able to a priuate man 
then publique. Ihe neg lect 
of publique praier in ey 
families condemned : for 
where God is not there Sa- 
than is ſerued. 


== ſame that hath been 
formerly ſaid of private 
prayer, may bee affirmed of 
publique; although the firſt 
bee more ordinary then the 
ſecond, not being limited to 
times certain, but atiendeth 
all occaſions, and yeeldeth 


more comfort to the trou. 


bled ſpirit of ſome private 
man, that dareth to vnfolde 
that vnto GOD in ſecrer, 
which hee would bluſh to 


f— 
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teueale ynto man, were hee 
neuer ſo neere and deere vn- 
to him; much leſſe would he 
publiſh it in a publique aſ- 
ſembly willingly. And this 
kind of prayer alſo is of that 
condition, that where it is 
enkindled, and cannot haue 
free vtterance by the lips by 
reaſon of company, but is 
pent vp in the breaſt, it labo · 
reth with ſuch ſpirituall vio- 
lence in the ſanctiſied ſoule, 
as it makes the very heart 
within a man {as it were) to 
ake and rent in ſunder, tho- 
rough the ardent eleuation 
of the ſpirit vnto God, And 
it is the ſureſt trial of true re- 
ligion. In — aſlem- 
blies ſometimes hypocriſie 
beareth a farte greater ſway 
then it can doe in the priuat 
man, who knoweth that the 


5 weight | 


| to ſpiritual life, 
weight of fpirituall ioy ir 
bringeth vnto, and leaues in 
his ſoule through prayers, 
inflamed by the holy ſpirit 
of Chriſt,and tans vt- 
f tered priuatly ynto God in 


Chriſt, whether in ſilence, in 
ſighes. or words, cannot be 
4 | expreſſed to the capacity of 
a carnall man: and therefore 
it may ſeem that priuat prai- | 
ers in priuat caſes ſomtimes 
work more effectually to the 
comfort of the ſoule then 
the publik. But in caſes more 
gen tall, when the more 
If | fairhfull ſoules conioyne in 
effectuall prayer, ſo much 
the more auaileable is their 
prayer with God, 
Fathers of children and 
* \Maſters of families, who 
content themſelues onely 
with a bare ſeru ng of God 
M 3 in | 


— 
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in ſhew once inthe week on 
the Sabbath day , are to bee 
reproued, who ſcem to hold 
it a needleſſe and ſuperflu- 
ous worke to trouble them- 
ſelues & their families mor- 
ning or evening in prayer, 
and exhortation to the feare 
of God,and dehorting them 
from fin ; which times they 
haue aſſigned in their opini- 
ons to moreprofitable yſes, 
both for themſclues & their 
ſeruants: forgetting,or-not 
ynderftanding,that in eu 

Chriſtian family eyther God 
or Sathan is ſerus d, Chriſt 
or Belial obeyed, ſanctity or 
ſinne embraced, For there is 


no priuat perſon, but is or 


holdeth of one oftheſe; cõ- 
ſequentl 
partaketh of the fruits ari- 
ſing of goodor euill. If then 


either 


no ſocietie but 
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either p:iuarman orpublike 
aſſembly, be it prouinciall, 
parochiall or domeſticall, do 
forget this moſt high dutie 
of ſeruing the living God: it 
followeth of neceſſitie that 
a contrary power hath there 
the command; and nothing 
more diſcoueteth to which 
any of the former lend their 
obedience, then the fruits 
that eyther of them produ- 
ceth: ifcarnall effects as lo- 
uing the world, he pleaſures 
ofthe fleſh, and the vanities 
of this life, it arguerh that 
— man, or that ſociety to 

e profane. If it were ſuffi- 
cient to ſerue God on the 
ſabbath, what needed the A- 
poſtle to aduiſe ys to pray cõ-· 
tinually and the commande- 
ment of Chriſt, Watch and 
pray , that pee enter not into 
M 4 temp- 


| 


Not ts 


| ſerue God 


but on the 
Sabbath 
day is wil- 


full igno- 
rance and 


negligence, 


1. Cor. 15.34 


Mat. 206.41 . 
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The Saboth 
[prophaned 
more then 
other daics, 


1 — 


tempt ation, to loue tighteouſ- 
neſſe and to flie ſinne. How 
doe they awakeror watch, 
that ſlumber from Saboth 
to Saboth? Are they not all 
that time in darkneſſe, not v- 
ſing the duties of the light ? 
Chriſt is the light in whome 
whoſocuer liueth not, hee is 
indarknefſe. And hee that 
hatch but one day of light in 
ſeven, How great is his 
darkneſſe?It is true, this day, 
the Saboth was ſet apart by 
God: that init men ſhould 
imploy themſelues, to ſerue 
and to glorifie him. And in 
chat day they ſhuld not only 
not doe but a ſo not thinke 
of anie Worldly affaires. 
But are not ſome ſo far from 
celebrating the name and 
ſeruice of God that day, as 
they prophane it one of 
oQTTnNer 


% 


— 


other dayes? doe they not 

turne the glorie of God into 

wantonnes, to banquetting, 
dicing, dauncing, drunken- 

neſſe, gluttonie, and to what 

ſinne not? This commonly 

is the day, that many ap- 

point for merrie companie, 

to laugh, and to be jouiall, as 

they call it, without meane 

or modeſtie: And yet, this 

day is ſufficiently kept holy 

asthey thinke, it they ſpend 

an houre in the fore part of 
the day , and halfe an houre 

in the after-noone, in the 

Church: though. all the reſt 

be conſumed in moſt laſci- 

vious vanities, and carnall 

occaſions. How can this 

diſcharge the duty of a Chri- 

ſtian, that hath no care to 

ſerueGod any other day in 
the weeke? Doe we not cre- 

„„ 
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dit the premonition of the 
Apoſtle Saint Peter, that the 
end of allthinges is at hana? 
And how follow wee his 
counſell, namely, to bee ſo- 
ber , watching in PRES 
whom ſpeaketh the Apoſtle 
this? to his Countrimen, the 
[ewes only? no, euen to vs: 
that ate come, as it were, to 
the Worlds period. And 
therefore high time it is for 
vs to looke vp, to watch, & 
pray, to liue religiouſly, and 
ſobetly, leaſt that the Maſter 
of this great family come 
ſuddenly, and find vs buffe- 
ting one another, blaſphe. 
— tarde, 
faithleſſe, jnſolent, couetous, 
and few or none doing the 
ſcruice of our Maſter, It wil 
bee a dreadfull fight, to ſee 
him come with his iron tod 

in 


1 
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in his hand to cruſh his ene» 
mies in peeces, The ſalt of 
the earth, having loſt it ſalt- 
neſſe, ſhall bee caſt to the 
dung-hill. The Tree that 
brings not forth good fruit 
is hewen downe and caſt in 
the fire, The Magiſtrates 
ſaltneſſe is profe ſſion of the 
Goſpell, and the execution 
of Iuſtic e. The ſaltneſſe of 
| the Mimfrer is the tr ue prea- 
ching of the word, and ex- 
| — of godly life. The ſalt- 
neſſe of Fathers is their fin- 
cere conuerſation be fote 
theit children, and the edu- 
cating them in the feare of 
God, and holy life. The falt- 
neſſe of Maſters of Families, 
is to liue honeſtly, religioul- 
ly, aud gouetning their 
charge in the feare of God. 
And ynder theſe four eſlates 


of 


| 


| 
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of men, are all conditions 
comprehended : ſubiects 
ynder Kings; children vnder 
| | fathers; and young men vn- 
W der tutors and gouernours, | 
| Euery of theſe, in theit pla- | 
| ces of ſupecioritie and inſe- | 

rioritie., haue their ſeuerall] » 
duties ; and all vnder one | 
God, whome they ought all 
to obey;Superiours inright- 
ly commanding; and infe- 
riors in duly obeying. Ney- 

ther of theſe duties can bee 
| rightly performed without | 
\, | knowledg ofthe wil of God 
by his word, This know» 
Med ge is not perſect without 
i practiſe: This practiſe is im- 
perfect without faith: And 
faith is known by the fruits; 
the chieſe whereof is loue. 
And this loue moſt ſhineth 
and ſheweth it ſelſe in — | 


l — 


ä 
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good to all, but eſpecial y to 
them of the family of faith. 
| The greateſt good, thatcan 
| bee doneto the Church of 


God, is Prayer, And there. 3 
| fore Saint Paul willeth to 
| pray continually ; not for our 
ſelues onely, bur, for Kinges 

& al the members of Chriſts 
myſticall bodie, Xing and 
n ougbt to imi- 
tate Dauid, to accompanie 
| the people tothe houſe of the 
Lord: Fathers, and Maſters 
| ; ought to pray with and for 
their Children and Families; 

not on the Sabeth day only, 
but with all. perſeverance. 
Some refer the duty ofpraicr 
only to the Minifter , and 
thinke ic a kinde of vſurpati- 
on of the Miniſters office. to 
pray for or with any, but for 
imſclfe , contraric to the 
pre- 
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precept of Saint Pas; Who 
willeth that / men make 
prayers, in all places heaning 
vp pure handes, without ſtrife 
er enuying , vnto the Lining 
God. Where it appeares,thar 
vnder the word all Men, 
Kings, Princes, Nobles,and 
men of all degrees, faculties 
and functions, are compre- 
hended : and becauſe they 
ſhall not thinke there is no 
place but the materiall tem- 
ple, he commands that dutie 
to bee performed in all pla. 
ces; euen in euery particular 
houſe: with caution, that it 
bee done without ſtriſe and 
enuying, & free ſrom vaine 
oſtentation and deſire of po- 
pular glorie. 


Chap. 


— 
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Prayer, about which friuo- 
leut queſtrons haue riſen, It 
is the rale of all 1ther pray- 
ers,and enery petition ful of 
bigh matter of inſtruction. 


N E moſt abſolute prai- 
er, and the moſt ordi- 
narie, Which not only 
the Primitiue, but the Mo- 
derne ( briſtian Churches & 
their members haue in vſe, is 
the Prayer that Chriſt taught 
his Diſciples - But wee muſt 
take heed wee doe not take 
this Prayer into our mouths 
vnreuerently. inconfideratly | 
and without faith or feeling. 
and without due concei- 


og, andrightly —_— 
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Opinions 4. | 
| | bout the vſe 
of the Lords 
Prayer. 
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ding what every Petition 
concerneth and importeth, 
as ſome doe, But wee muſt 
eſpecially in priuate or pub. 
like Prayer vnto God, and 
aboue all other, vſe this moſt 
heauenly Prayer, with a fin- 
cere and ttuely ſanctified 
zeale. 

About the vſe of this prai- 
er, there hath beene of late 
a frivolous & needleſſe que- 
ſtion raiſed, by men of too 
preciſe an opinion : who af- 
firme it not neceſlatie, to vic 
this praier,in the bare words 
as Chriſt ſet it down: A con- 
ceit, without reaſon or reli- 

i6, Others hold it verie ſuſ- 
— of it ſelfe, without 

ther any other Prayer, or 

enlarging the ſame, accor- 

ding to the meaſure of the 

ſpiric that the man that pm 
„ 


1 
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eth hath, Which laſt opinion 
although more tollerable 
then the firſt, I holde erro- 
nious. Fot we know, that the 
Apoſtles themſelues, & the 
Di ſciples of Chriſt after they 
had learned thi; Prayer, 
prayed oftenin other words, 
albeit the Lords Prayer bee 
the rule and the ſum of all o. 
ther Prayers : And fo (no 
doubt) it is not only, not vn- 
law full, but an eſpeciall fruit 
and effect of faith, to pray 
according to our occaſions, 
and to frame words, as the 
Spitit of God ſhall giue vt. 
tetance, who (although we 
know not) teacheth vs how 
torray:but this muſt alwaies 
be done according to the te- 
nour of the Lords Prayer, 
And, therefore howſocuer 
weake andimperfet , our 
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The Lords 
prayer us to 
be rightly 
vnderſtood, 


Prayers may ſeem e to bee 
vnto our carnall part in reſ- 
pect of the phraſe : yet our 
ſpirits being dire&ed by 
Gods Holy Spirit, powreth 
forth Prayers, truely vnder- 
Rood of him by whoſe ſpirit 
wee are cnabled to pray. 
And Go o granteth our 
requeſts, according as hee 
ſeeth fit for vs. 

The vſe of this Prayer of 
Prayers, is farre more com 
mon, then commonly right- 
ly vnderſtood, For euery 
word therein implieth ma 
ter of great importance: ye 
paſſetn the lips oftentimes, | 
before it come at, much leſſe 
before it bee truely digeſted 
inthe heart ; and therefore 
witiercth without fruit ; as 
plants without natural ſoile, 
and van (heth in the aire e- 

wen 


o 
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uen with the ſound, Orhers 


in like ſort, like Parrots, pat- 
ter forth Pater noſter, &. & 
know no more what the 
words import the the ſenſe- 
lefſe Parrot, And yet they 
thinke it a worke of great 
deuotion to tumble out a ſet 
number of ſuch ſtuitleſſe & 
faithleſſe prayers. not vndet- 
ſtood;as were the time ſpent 
in cordiall and heartie pray- 
ers indeed, could not be but 
much profitable. Such ate to 
be pitied, and prayed ſor, if 
they would but yeilde their 
cares to heate, theit hearts 
to vnderſtand, and in- 
deuour to pta- 
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Cnar, XXXY. 


T he ſumme of the lords prayer 
briefly explained, Sat 


OW many doe duly 

conlider, the efficacie 
ofthe word, Our? And yet it 
catrieth init, as it were, the 
ſeale of our adoption in 
Chriſt : for, if God bee our 
Father, then are we his chil 


| dren (but by adoption) lt his 


children, then are we to loue 
and obey our fatter, If we 
obey him, we acknowledge 
his Commaunde ments iut: 
who having commanded vs 
toloue our brethren, how 
can we come vnto our Hea- 
uenly father, but bee put in 
mind by this word Our, that 
our brethren haue alſo an in 
te teſt 


— — — 
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tereſt, in ont Prayers; whom 
if we forget, we cannot but 
acknowledge that wee alſo 
forget who is our Father. A 
gaine, how can children Jouc 
their father, and nat hate 
what he loueth not? If wee 
loue What hee miſliketh, as 
the workes of the fleſh, the 
vanities of the World, and 
the pleaſures which our Fa- 
ther hath forbidden : how, 
and with what face can wee 
come & cal him Our Father 
Or beg any thing with hope 
to receiue it at his handes : 
whom wee cannot but con 
feſſe wee rather flattet, then 
feare orloue? The wordes, 
which art in heauen, intimate 
vnto vs, that we call not yp- 
on any earthly Prince, or 
mortall Monarch, but vpon 
the inviſible and immorrall 

God 


Which art 
in Heaues. 


God whoſe dwelling is in 
the Heauens: & at his ha nds 
only we ſeeke whatſoeuer 
we need, both heauenly and 
earthly chinges, And as hee 
our Father is in Heauen 
| home wee lou : ſo ſhould 
| cur minds, and cogitations, 
(Mount vp aboue the earth, 
vato the heauens, where cur 
beloued ſitteth in glorie, 
Aud although we bee in bo- 
die in the earth & our ſoules 
| in an earthly Tabernacle:yer 
| ſhould that our ſpiritual part 
be euermore conuerſant (as 
it were ) with him in the hea- 
uens, as children of our hea- 
uenly Father, For, hee that 
findeth not here in himſelſe 
ſuch ſpirituall motions, as 
may aſſure him, thatheein 
ſome meaſure pattaketh of 
a kind of felt heauenly bled. 
ſedneſſe 


—_ 
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ſedneſſe: ſhall neuer hereaf- 
ter partake of our heavenly 
linker glorie. And there- 
fore as we are bold, in Chiiſt 
our elder brother, to preſent 
our ſelues before his Maie- 
ſtie, rendring vnto him his 
owne,camely the leſſon that 
he himſcife ravght vs: ler vs 
not come to him as Trew- 
ants, not able to yeeld a rea- 
ſon vnto our ſelues, of eue- 
ry branch of the leſſon hee 
= vs to learne. But let vs 
et i: betore the eyes of our 
vnderſtandings, eyther as a 
gliſſe, to ſee our ignorance, 
and deformities: ot to make 
it a la ynto our ſelues, to 
ſhape all our prayers to him, 
and our conuerſations there- 
by, to Gods glorie and out 

owne internall comfort. 
What a leſſon doe theſe 
words, 
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words, Hallowed bee thy 
name, teach vs? what occaſi- 
on may wee hereby take to 
reproue our ſclues?for mary 
with the .lippes pronounce, 
Hallowed be thy name; that 
thinke or doe nothing leſſe; 
| — the name of God 
| y their finnes, which they 
ſhould ſecke by all meanes 
to glorifie, as by obedience 
to his lawes, by louing him 
for his own ſake, by praying 
vnto him, and belecuing in 
him, But contrarily, we diſ- 
obey his will, wee loue not 
his word, we beleeue not his 
promi ſes, wee ſeeme to pray 
vnto him with the lips, our 
hearts farre from him. Alſo 
wee pray that his Kingdome 


Word may worke; and take 


effect in euery mans heart, 
to 


| 


may come: namely that his | 
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to the ſauing of their ſoules, 
And yet moſt of vs are as 
farrefrom regarding it, as 
wee rather contemne it and 
reſiſt it: ſeeming as it were 
rnwilling, that the Spitit of 
God ſhould dwell and rule 
in dur heartes 3 as may ap- 

eare by our common diſo- 
— vnto the Scepter 
of his Kingdome , the Goſ- 
pellof Chriſt, Wee pray like- — will be 
| wiſe; Thy will be done. And. 


yet we do nothing leſſe then 
obey it. We begge our 4 
ly bread at the hands of God Give Vs our 


And yet wee truſt him not, 49 


but rather out one proui- 
fions, our wit and policies, 
our fiiendes and ca nal! 
mean s, coueting to lay vp 
in ſto e, for many yea es, as 
the rich man did, mentioned 
iu the Coſpell : Arguing 
N 
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thereby chat wee thinke in 
our heatts, that if our owne 
care in getting were no ſu- 
ter meane of prouiſion of 
our daily neceſſaties, then 
the promiſe and prouidence 
of God; wee ſhould want 
manie thinges, and not ob- 
taine ſufficient meanes to 
maintaine our eſtate & leaue 
vnto our children : merely 
contrarietothe counſell of 
Chriſt : who willeth vs : ot 
te be oner careful for to mor- 

row, Fo- it argueth in vs a 
great defect of faith, And yet 
theſe words are not ſo to be 
expounded, as if we ſhould 
bee altogether careleſle of 
furvre times, or for our chil- 
dien: but that wee ſhould 
not bee too folicitous and 
carefull, and thereby argue 
an abſolute diſtruſt = 
| God 
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God either can, or will, giue 
vs, with our true obedience, 
all thinges neceſſary in this 
life fro enioyi; and to our 
faithful l children, If riches 
increaſe, ſet not your hearts 
ypon them, If pouertie op- 
preſſe thee, caſt thy care vp. 
on God : for hee careth for 
thee, 

Wee pray that God will 
forgine vs our ſinnes, as wee 
forge, And yet we ſeeke to 
take aduantage of cuery 
{mall iniurie , done vnto vs 
by our neighbour or bro- 
ther: and cover to revenge 
it,by the extremeſ violence 
of force, ot Law. Our hatred 
ſometimes growes ſo dead- 
ly, as wee ceaſe not to peiſe- 
cute and proſecute cur ene- 
mies to death, even by our 
own death; and yet we pray 

2 for 
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For giue vs 
our ſinnes 
as we ſore 
giue 
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Leade vs 
uot into 


— — — — — 


temptation. 


— 


for equall meaſure at Gods 
hands. And this petition 
they. ſhall bee ſure to haue 
granted aboue all other. For 
as they craue to be forgiuen 
as they forgiue; they ſhal be 
ſure as they forgiue not, nei- 
ther ſhall the — forgiuen. 
We delire 415 not to be led de 
into temptation, And yet ſom 
leaue not to ſcek all occaſiõt 
to fal thetinto: coueting idle, 
euil, led & laſciuious copa. 
nies, hearing & reading pro- 
fane & wanton bookes, ſing- 
ing and hearing ſongs of ri- 
baldrie and filthineſſe, de- 
lighting in drunkenneſie, 
whoredome, pride, coue- 
touſneſſe, enuie, gluttovie, 
ſcurrilitie, and all kinde of 
forbidden wickednefſe, !s 
this the holy vic that they 
make of this moſt facred 
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prayer? And yet doe they 
thinke that it is deuorion of 
ſuch acceptation with God 

as diſchargeth Chriſtian du- 
tie in prayer ? Surely God 
heareth theſe, but regardeth 


them not but by way of con 
demnation. And therfore let 
all men learne to know God | 
aright in his word, & to be- 
leeue him faithfully in his 
—— and to ptay vnto 

im conti uslly according 
to knowledge: fo as this ho- 
ly praiei began with: a deſuc 
that God might bee glurik- 


ed: ſo ſhall wee to his glorie 


and our comfort conclude 
the ſame. And let vs know, 
that as many petit ions as arc 
in this moſt he auenly pray 
er, ſo many holy & heauen 
ly aduertiſemenrs & inflru- 


; tions they adminiſter vnto 
| N 3 vs 


As many 
vetit ions 4s 
4e in the 
Lords pray- 
er, ſo many 
inſtructions 
w. haue by 
them toliue 
godly. | 


— 


* 
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vs to live heauenly : for ou! 
Sauiour,by teaching vs how 
to pray for ſo many ſeuerall 
bleſſings, doth therein teach 
vs alſo how to petfotme our 
duties towards God and our 
neighbours , the ſumme of 
both the Tables; ſo as in 
praying vnto God with a 
faithfull and an vnderſtand- 
ing heart, we cannot but in- 
form our ſelues in the courſe 
ofa godly conuerſation alſo 


thereby, 


Cup. XXXVI. 
Praier much increaſeth divine 
knowledge, whereby men of 
meane carnall learnme ex- 
ceede many literat Doctors. 


VV. then among the 
company of Chri- 


ſtians 


— 
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Gians is there that will not 
be aduiſed? or ſo backward 
that will not be ſtirred vp? 
or ſo peruetſe and peeuiſh 
that will not be perſwaded 
to praQtiſe this holy duetie? 
| conſidering that it is found 
by holy experience that the 
continuall vie of faithfull 
prayer much encreaſeth the 
knowledge of all other du- 
ties, tending to the obtay- 
ning of our ſaluation in 


Chriſt : nay, further it is 
found by experience, that 
faithfull & often vie of pray- 
er is a moft effeAuall meane 
to increaſe diuine know- 
ledge, ſuch knowledge as 
ſome learned and great Do- 
| tors, notwithſtanding their 
deepeſt Scboole-learning, 
haue not attained ynto. For 
there is not alittle difference 

N 4 be · 


EM 


Prayer in- 
' ereaſerh 
| beauey'y 


how! dy . 
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berweene humane learning 
and ſpitituall knowledge, & 
ſo much difference between 
carnall deuotion and holy 
zeale: the fitſt may be in a 
reprobare, the ſecõd in none 
but in the child of God, The 
Sctibes and Rabbies of the 
Iewes were great DoRors: 
yet they apprehended not 
the myſterie of Chriſt as did 
the Apoſtles, hoe recemmed not 
the ſpirit of the world, but the 
ſprut which i5 of God. Tne ſpi- 
rit which Gods children re- 
ceiue.lifrech vp their ſpirits 
vnto God, & teacheth them 
heauenly things, that we may 
know the things that are giuen 
vs of God. So chat it is not the 
deepeſt carnall learning that 
ca" ſearch the ſectet os 
of God; but God reuealech 
them ynto the poore and 


hum- 


— 
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humble, by his ſpitit which 
ſearcheth the deepe things 
of God, 7 be naturall ma- 
perceineth not the things of 
the ſpirit of God; for they are 
foaliſhneſſe unto him; neither 
can he know them becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diſcerned, The 
is not the facultie of vnder- 
ſtanding ſpirituall things gi- 
uen but by grace, not by hu- 
mane vnderſtanding, bee it 
neuer ſo deepe. Thereſote 
faith the Apoſtle, Not man e 
wiſemen after the fleſh, nor 
many mig ht ie » mor many no- 
ble are called : but God hath 
choſen thr foaliſn tBings of the 
world to confound the wiſe, 
the weaks things of the world 
to confound the moſt mi hte. 
It followerh the tharbe'rhac 
hath the ſpirit of God kno- 


weth how to performe- all 


The ſpirit of 
God tea h- 
eth al faith- 
full dates, 
the cheeſe" 
| whereof 15 
uud full 


N 5 {; irituall 
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prayer. | 
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ſpirituall queries, among 
which none takech place a- 
| boue faichfull prayer, which 
is of that force as it obtai- 
neth all things, eſpecially 
| knowledge of things tend- 
* 
ing to the ſaluation of the 
ſoule: the ſweetneſſe of true 
prayet none knoweth, nor 
can apprehend but he onely 
that hath it; the carnall man 
vnderſtandeth it not beeing 
told it. Some will ſay they 
cannot pray, they finde no 
aptneſſe in themſelues ther- 
unto: onely they can ſay the 
Lords pralenʒ but to ſay they 
doe it with: thas feeling of 
c6fort, that they haue heerd 
ſome men ſay they feel. che y 
cannot, and how to amendit 
they kuow not}; yet arc — 
content to be let alone, loth 
to bee awaked- out of their | 


deadly | 
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deadly ſlumbert, and to die in 
that moſt fearefull traunce. 
t is a greeuous ſickeneſſe 
and a dangerous diſeaſe that 
fuch men are in: it cannot 
but argue that they haue no 
true knowledge of God fo 
long as they liue in this ob- 
ſcure,yera kind of voluntary 
darkneſſe, For it cannot be 
that a man can heare the 
word preached, Gods pro- 
miſes pronounced, and his 
threats denounced ; but if 
there bee any feeling in him, 
hee cannot but apprehend 

mercie, orteare deems : | 
if neither of theſe can pro- | 
voke him to pray with fee. | 
ling, he is doubtleſſe farre || 
gone ina deadly Lethargie, 
and no carnall medicine can 
cute him, nor mortall Phy- 
tian heale him; he only muſt ; 
do 
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doe it that caſt out the ſeuen 
Diuels out of Marie: hee 
muſt caſt out the divelliſh 
affections our of the man, & 
make him wiſe vnto ſaluati- 
on. But if he be like vnto the 
deaſe Adder, and ſtoppe his 
cares wilfully, refuſing the 
relieuing charme: there is no 
help or hope for ſucha man, 


CuaP, XXXVIL 


eAlthough no man by nature 
knoweth how to ray, none 

| is todeſpaire; for the word 
heard, and prayer vſed tea. 

| cheth it. and increaſeth the 
knowledge of it. 


Ne man by nature, I cõ- 
| ſeſſe, knowerhhow ro 


* of God chat belperhf 


our, 


rey as hee ought : it is the 


— 


| 


dme l. 


our infirmities, and maketh 
requeſt for vs, with ſighes 
which cannot be expreſſed. 
And therefore let no man 
deſpaire of beeing enabled, 
There is a ſeed in all men, a 
holy and divine ſparke : and 
if a man wilfully quench ir 
not, this ſeed being watered 
by hearing and reading of 
the word, by faith and pray- 
er, may take roote, bud and 
bear fruit, how ſoeuet weak- 
ly in the beginning, As an 
infant at the firſt quickening 
in the womb of the mother, 
which time brings to mote 
maturity and perfection, and 
commeth into the world felt 
and ſ en: {9 this diume ſeed 
by de grtes commeth to be 
liuely in opetation: and the 
{mall ſparke becommeth a 
flame, and in ſine, enkindleth 


an 
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be force of 
prayer in- 
ereaſeth by 
degrees. 
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an admi able weight of zeal. 
For to him that hath , to bim 
ſhall be more ginen , and by 
continuance and practiſe he 
ſhall finde himſelfe a new 


— — 


man, more and more euerie 
day furniſhed with divine 
gifts. Nothing is perfected 
the firſt day that hath grow- 


ing and increaſe, All ſpiritu- 
all graces haue their begin- 


nings weake ; and among al 


the other fruits of the ſpirit 


of God none is more excel- 
lent, more ſweet, more auail- 
able to ſaluation, then is 
continuall faithfull prayer, 
which is not the hrft day in 
perfection; but by little and 
little it becomes morc and 


more feruent : and as it in- 


creaſetly,- ſo dra u eth it with 
it a wonderful increaſe ofthe 


knowledge ot all things ne- 
ceſſa- 


— — 
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ceſſatie to ſaluation. So that 
may conclude to the com- 
fort of all true Chriſtians, 
That he that can pray faith 
fully hath all chings both in 
heauen andearth, lacking 
nothing neceſſatie; for hee 
hath God: and he that can- 
not, nor will endeauour to 
learne how to pray, hath no- 
thing yet that he ought to 
haue. 

1. Cu n ON. 28.9. 
The Lord ſearc heth al harte, 
and vnderſtandeth al the ima. 
finations of thoughts: If thou 
ſtcks him hee will be found of 
thee, but if thox or abe bim, 
be wilt caſt thee off for cur, 
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A MORNING 
PRAIER TO BEE 


VsEeDd In PRIVATE 
FAMILIES. 


| Lord who takeſt 
euermore charge 
of thy people, gi- 


uing them euer in 
due time what in thy wiſe- 
dome thou knoweſt neceſſa- 
ry for them: we acknowledg 
thy great goodneſſe toward 
vs O Lord, in deliuering vs 


in giving vs competent ref, 
Thou haſt of thine aboun- 
dant mercie raiſed vs this 
morning, in ſaſttie. Looke 


this night from dangers,and |, 


not | 


— EE CE. 
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aot wee beſeech thee vpon 
our pollutions, the printes 
whereof, through our cor. 
ruptions, we haue left behind 
vs in our beds. Take from vs, 
and from euery one of vs, ve 
beſeech thee, the filthie gar- 
mens of ſin de, ſhame and 
confuſion , wherewith wee 
were conceiued and borne, 
and cloth vs with thy right- 
reouſneſle and faluation in 
Ieſus Chriſt. Bleſſe vs and 
we ſhall be bleſſed, teach vs 
wiſedome to chooſe what is 
good, and to auoid euil, and 
all the occaſions of ſinning, 
this day. Thou Lord haſt 
pleaſure in righteouſneſſe. 
And they are only bleſſ .d, in 
whoſe hearts are thy wayes; 
take away ſrom vs ſtonie 
hearts, and giue vs heartes 


of flcſh. Let our heartes 


— .ü —— —— 
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cleaue 
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cleaue vnto thee, and neuer 


be eſtranged from thee: for 
Sathan malitiouſly goeth a- 
bout to draw vs from thee, 
by his continuall practiſes 
ſuggeſtions & temprations, 
and raiſeth his inſtruments 
to intrap vs and ſnare ys, But 
bee vnto vs O Lord a ſtrong 
defence. And howſocuer 
our Aduerſarie indeuoureth 
to blemiſh ys and to pollute 
vs with his inchantments, 
trans ſorme vs wee beſcech 
thee into thy owne Image, 
from glorie to glorie by thy 
ſpirit. And as thou haſt ba- 
niſhed the night and darke- 
neſſe, and giuen vs corpotall 
light: So Lord giue vs the 
light of truth. Thou giueſſ 
fight to the blind, baniſh our 
ſpirituall darknes; Thou ma- 
keſt che Lame to goe, take 

from 


| 
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from vs all impediments, 
which this day may offer 
themſelues ro hinder our 
ſound and holy walking be- 
fore thee in fincere conuer- 
ſations. Thou turneſt a bar- 
raine wildernes into a fruit 
full Land, and againe thou 
makeſt a fruitful Lid barrain 
forthe wickedneſſe of them | 
that dwell therein. Make | 
f. uitful our barraine heartes 
in al goodneſſe and ſpiritual 
graces: ſow the good ſeed 
of lively faith aud true obe- 
dience in vs: and waterit 

by thy holy Spirit that wee 
may bring forth the fruites 
| of a holy and ſan&.fied life, 
| Turne the Wildernes of our 
; profane conue ſations, into 


2 


8 


0 2 Garlen of godly vertues. 
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Thou haſt raiſed vs from the 
deadnefle of our corporall 
ſleep, 


ſteepe: this morning bre ath 

now into our dull & dro wiſie 
ſoules o__ icied ſpirit, that 
we may beſo teuiued, and 
ſpiritually cheered, that wee 
may with holy and heauenly 
ioy and comfort betake vs 
to our corpotall buſineſſes : 
give vs ſtrength of bodie, & 
the vſe of our limbes, & ſen- 
ſes : giue vs ynderſtanding 
hearts to performe our du. 
ties diligently,faithfully,and 
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al! thinges proſper vnto vs 
this day, that wee ſhall take 
in hand: for we acknowledg 


that it is thy goodneſſe, that 


truly in our callings, And let 


hath kept vs this night paſt 


for which wee yeeld thee all 


thee ro bee with vs this day: 
guard & keep vs & What ſoe- 
uer thou haſt giuen vs, for 

wee 


humble thankes, be ſee ching 


: 


A Morning Prayer, 
wee recommend our ſelues, 
our ſou'es, our bodies, and 
goods, into thy holy proteQi- 
on & keeping this day. And 
remooue from vs Lord that 
.curſe,that in ſeeing we ſhuld 
not ſe e, and in hearing wer 
ſhould not vndetſtand: but 
quicken vs according to thy 
loving kindneſle that wee 
may lõg for thy word: make 
it ſweer vnto vs, by a ſancti- 
fied deſite to heate, anda 
holy zeale to practiſe this 
day and euer the teſtimonies 
of thy mouth, A u E N. Our 
Father, Cc. 


Lord increaſe our faith. 
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Oſt gracious , merci- 

ful, euetliuing. & moſt 
louing Lord Cod; wee ate 
heere gathered together be- 
fore thee,to yeeld thee thaks 
for thy goodneſſe & mercies 
this day paſt vouchſafed vn. 
to vs, weake and vnworthy 
of ſo great a fauour at thy 
hands , by reaſon of our ma- 
nifold fins & offences com- 
mitted againſt thee, For by 
nature Lord we can dee no- 
thing but diſpleaſe thee, By 
the tranſgreſſion of the firſt 


man Adam wee haue all ſin- 


ned: now by the merits . 


the ſecond man Chriſt let vs 
be made righteous: let the 
perfection ot his obedience 

ſatisſie 


2» — 
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fatisfie for the imperfeion 
of ours, Our diſobedience 
hath beene intollerable, e 
rebellions horrible, ad ur 
ſcruing of thee this — paſt 
puniſhable.The thoughts of 
our hearts haue bcen finfull, 
the wordes of our mouthes 
deceitfull, the workes of our 
hands hatefull, Such, and fo 
euill haue we euer been, that 
what we ſhould haue done, 
we haue left vndon, what we 
ſhold not haue don we haue 
don it with eagernes & gree- 
dines : and thus profanely 
| haue we paſſed this day,now 
cometo anend, O remeber 
not Lord our offences, re- 
ward vs not according to 
our euil imaginations : mark 
not what we have ſpoken a- 
miſſe, norpuniſh vs accor- 
ding to our workes this day, 
Create | 
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Create in vs, wee beſecch 
thee, cleane hearts, renew 
right ſpirits within vs; fill 
our heads with fountains of 
teares, that we may night & 
day recount & bewaile oui 
ſinnes in the bitternes of our 
hatts. Let this be the laſt day, 
the laſt houre, the laſt momẽt 
of out wilfull offending thy 
Maieſtie; and let vs not car 
tie thine ind gnation for 
our ſinnes to our beddes 
but let vs inſtantly caſt off 
our corrupt affe ctiõs. and by 
truly and-ynfeined!y repert- 
ing obtaine temiſſion in the 
merits and mediation ot Je. 
ſus ¶ br:ift the rightcous , who 
15 4 propitiation for our ſinnes. 
Giue vs grace Lord to di aw 
neere vnto thee : for thou 


the ſtate of the righteous; 
and| 
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haſt promiſed to preſerue | [ 
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and all chat forſake thee ſhal 
be cofounded, Be thou thet- 
fore our ſtrong rocke, whcr- 
unto we thay alwaies reſort, 
Haue mercie vpon vs, O L. 
haue mercie vpon vs: giue 
vs heſpe in trouble; for vain 
is the helpe of man. Giue vs 
a holy feare of thy great and 
glorious Name: for great, O 
Lord is thy goodnes, which 
thou haſt laide vp for them 


that feare thee. Knit our 
hearts vnto thee — 


faith in loue, that we may be 
of the number of them that 
ſhall partake of thy glotie 
with Chriſt,th:zt where thou 
art there we may bee to be- 
hold thy glorie. Increaſe cur 
faith: open the eyes of out 
dimme aud dull vnderſtard- 
ing, that wee may fee the 
wonderfull wor kes of uy | 

O n:cr- | 
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mercies towards ys, euen in 
the darkneſſe of our corpo- 
rall lives :when our natural! 
eyes ſhall bee ſhut vp with 
the feebleneſſe of our bodies 
by ſleepe, thou ſleepeſt not 
nor ſlumbereſt, but watcheſt 
ouer thine , and ſuffereſt no 
manto doe them violence, 
thou preſerueſt them in thy 
prouidence, thou defendeſt 
them vnder the ſhadow of 
thy wings,not onely in their 
corporall employments and 
bodily labours, but when 
they are in their deepeſt for- 
getfulneſſe of their one 
dangers, and of weakeſt abi- 
litie to helpe themſelues, in 
the deadneſſe of ſſeepe. Pre- 
ſerue vs Lord, be watchfull 
ouer vs, let thy holy Aogels 
attend about our beddes, let 
them be thy miniſters of our 


ſafety; 
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fafetie; let not our ſleepe be 
dangerous but comfortable 
ynto vs; let not out delight 
be ſer on that ſluggiſh eaſe, 
and ſlothſull wallowing in- 
our beds as breedeth diſea- 
| ſes and corrupt humors, But 
as ſleepe is the fruite of our 
corrupt nature, which with- 
out reſt cannot continue: ſo 
let vs vſe it as matter ofne- 
ceſſitie, not of wantonneſſe 

& carnall contentment, Saue 
vs from that curſe of the 
wicked, that ve ſhould wax 
worſe and worſe : and chat 
though wee haue lived long 
aſter the vanities of the fleſh, 
let vs not end in the ſame: & 
though we haue not,as wee 
ought, brought forth the 
fruits of the ſpirit, let vs now 
| begin toliue in him,and our 
{ ſpirits be ruled, directed, ſal- 
ted 
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ted and ſeaſoned by thy holy 
and ſanctiſying ſpirit : ſo 
though our mortall bodies 
ſleepe, our ſanctified ſpirits 
may watch forthe comming 
of the bridegroome, that we 
be not found like the fooliſh 
Virgins, with emptie and 
blind Lamps, but prepared 
to meete the Lambe in the 
cloudes with ioy, among the 
reſt of thy Saints. In the 
meane time keep vs: ve te- 
commend our ſelues, and all 
that we hauc into thy graci- 
ous keeping, in that thy dee- 
reſt Sonne, our Sauior Chrift 
leſus, to whom with thee & 
thy holy Spirit, bee 
praiſe eternally. 
Amen. Our 
Father, 


